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https://newhomelistingservice.com/alberta/calgary/communities/
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https://newhomelistingservice.com/alberta/calgary/communities/

Executive Summary

Saddle Ridge and Taradale are growing communities located in northeast Calgary. Currently, the communities are 
facing challenges from an urban design and pedestrian connectivity perspective due to their car-centric design and 
lack of identity. Although the site has a strong natural environment and a diverse population, it lacks in housing diversity, 
proper placemaking, and an inviting pedestrian environment. The location of the Saddletowne LRT station, which marks 
the end of the Blue Line, brings potential for transit-oriented development and destination-oriented design.

This report combines the work done by the Urban Dots Planning + Design team for the communities of Saddle Ridge 
and Taradale, starting from a critical site analysis to finalized design concepts and interventions that could be used as 
recommendations to implement and guide the growth of these communities. These recommendations are a product 
of our understanding and research of the site, along with community input and feedback from the Steering Committee. 

Our recommendations address the challenges and opportunities of the communities by:

- diversifying housing and land use
- improving mobility and connections 
- revitalizing the public realm 

Each strategy above is supported with specific policy recommendations, providing the communities with guidance to 
achieve these strategies. Our strategies and design concepts address the current and future needs of the site, and this 
document provides a framework to achieve that. 
w
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Section 2.
PROJECT INTRODUCTION
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Thsi do

Project Introduction

This document responds to the communities of Saddle Ridge and Taradale by providing a vision that is focused on 
growth, development, sustainability, and connectivity. This is an academic project completed through PLAN 630 
Advanced Professional Planning Studio in the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape. This document provides 
the community associations with recommendations, based on our analysis of the site and what we heard from our 
engagement sessions. 



9

URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

Thsi do

Our Team

NADA AFFAN
BA 2021, MPLAN 2023

Nada is a second year Master 
of Planning student at the 
University of Calgary. She has a 
Bachelor of Arts in Urban Studies 
degree from the University of 
Calgary, and has experience in 
community engagement. She 
is interested in creating strong 
and sustainable communities 
with connected transportation 
and open space networks.

KRITI ACHARYA
BArch 2019, MPLAN 2023

Kriti is a second year Master 
of Planning student at the 
University  of Calgary. She has 
a Bachelor of Architecture from 
Nepal with  experience in public 
engagement in both Nepal as 
well as Calgary. Her interests 
are in inclusive planning 
practices, community planning 
and local area policies.

PALLAVI SINGH
BArch 2019, MPLAN 2023

Pallavi  is a second year Master 
of Planning student at the 
University of Calgary. She has a 
Bachelor of Architecture and has 
experience working on urban 
scale projects and the area of 
urban design.  She is  interested  
in urban design, and sustainable 
and equitable planning.

Urban Dots Planning + Design is a small women-lead consulting firm based in Calgary. We are a team consisting of 
multidisciplinary backgrounds and a unique range of skills and knowledge. Our goal as a Planning + Design firm is to 
provide a guided plan with a series of strategies and recommendations to enhance the sense of place and livability of the 
Saddle Ridge and Taradale communities. 
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“
The following scope describes the work that will be completed within the timeline of the project:

The project will limit to its investments priorities in the aspect of detailed design, along with 
planning and design recommendations that may not directy address all municipal interests. 

• Detailed site analysis addressing environmental, social and physical aspects of the site

• Community feedback from engagement workshops

• Existing site 3D modeling

• Development concept and land use planning

• Development of open space system, street network, and pedestrian environment

• Commercial area development

• Housing diversity recommendations

• Mobility / transportation strategies

• Setting urban design guidelines

Limitations:

Project Scope
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Site Context

• The communities of Saddle Ridge and Taradale are located in northeast Calgary and are bounded by Stoney Trail NE to 
the east and the Calgary International Airport to the west. 

 
• These communities are primarily residential with multiple open green spaces and ponds. 
 
• Both communities are home to several schools and have multiple bus stop locations. 
 
• The Saddletowne C-Train station, which marks the end of the blue Northeast Line, is located in the Saddle Ridge 

community. 
 
• The Genesis Centre is a highly utilized community and recreation space where events and programs are held. 

SADDLE RIDGE

TARADALE



URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

12

We have identified a total of four statutory and non-statutory documents to ensure that our concept plan and vision 
for the site aligns with the City of Calgary’s policy framework. These documents will be referenced as we move 
through this project, providing us with direction on how to address the issues identified in the communities of 
Saddle Ridge and Taradale. 

Legal Framework

Municipal Development 
Plan (MDP)

A statutory document 
guiding the vision for 
Calgary's growth and 
development for the next 
60 years. 

Calgary Transportation 
Plan (CTP)

A statutory document 
highlighting the city's plan 
to provide sustainable 
modes of transportation 
to Calgarians for the next 
60 years.

Saddle Ridge Area Structure 
Plan (ASP)

A statutory document guiding 
the various land use and 
development decisions for the 
Saddle Ridge, Taradale, and 
Martindale communities.

Natural Area 
Management Plan 

A non-statutory 
plan providing 
policy guidance for 
the protection and 
management of 
Calgary's natural areas.
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Project Understanding
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The communities of Saddle Ridge and 
Taradale welcome new immigrants at a 
higher rate compared to the rest of the 
city. New immigrants typically move 
to these two communities and settle 
down with their families. However, 
new demographics in the community 
are limited in terms of housing due to 
to the lack of housing diversity.

The Communities of Saddle 
Ridge and Taradale are rich with 
members of different ethnic and 
cultural background. The area has 
an opportunity of enhancing the 
culture with spatial identity of the 
communities.

Currently, the economic activity 
in the Saddle Ridge and Taradale 
communities are limited to the town 
centre in Saddletowne, which serves 
as an economic and social hub. 
Diversification of economic activities 
and creating additional commercial 
hubs would serve the community and 
create employment opportunities.

While the communities have several 
green spaces and ponds, they lack 
proper programming. Planning these 
spaces effectively and integrating 
connections in the green network 
system can increase the quality of 
open spaces and increase amenities 
for the residents.

The residential and collector streets 
in the communities lack elements 
of identity, which limits the legibility 
of the streets. Introducing and 
enhancing urban design elements 
would improve wayfinding and 
accessibility. Walkability and 
accessibility of road infrastructure 
is overlooked in the community, 
which hinders mobility options for 
those in need.

The city of Calgary has future planning 
on the extension of the Blue line 
towards the North East. The new 
development proposals in the area 
will need to align with extended transit 
connection and TOD opportunities.

Immigration and Demographic Trends

Cultural Richness and Identity

Economic Diversification

Economic Diversification

Community Access and Legibility

Extension of Northeast LRT Line
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Key stakeholders include the City of Calgary, respective community associations, prominent buisnesses, schools, 
and developers. 

Key Stakeholders

City of Calgary Federation of Calgary 
Communities

Saddle Ridge Community 
Association

Taradale Community 
Association

• The Genesis Center of 
Community Wellness

• Saddletown YMCA

• Attainable Homes 
Calgary

• NE Community 
Skatepark 

• Peter Lougheed 
Calgary Board 
Light of Christ School

• Hugh A. Bennett School

• Saddle Ridge School

• Taradale School

• Ted Harris School

• HOMES BY AVI

• True man Homes 

• Alta Ramps

• Max Tayefi Architect

• KA Associates

• Zeidler Architecture

• Sunder Lumber Industries 

• Urban Systems, etc.

Private Land Owners and 
Developers:

Schools:Community Amenities 
and Institutions:
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Methodology

“Our process was carried out in four phases, 
with community engagement included 
throughout. Phase- I involved identifying 
the opportunities and issues in the Saddle 
Ridge and Taradale communities. In 
Phases-II and III, our team worked with 
the community and key stakeholders to 
better understand and analyze the site 
area in depth. The steering committee 
was involved from Phase- II and onwards, 
providing comments and guidance as 
we refined and further developed our 
concepts. An open house was held on April 
8  at the Genesis Centre where we shared 
our design concepts with the public and 
community residents. 

PHASE- I (Jan 10 – Jan 13) 

PHASE- II (Jan 16 – Feb 3) 

PHASE- III (Feb 13 – Mar 27) 

PHASE- IV (Apr 17– Apr 20) 

Initiation Background 
study and workplan layout.

Analysis
Analysis of the site-
determining opportunities 
and issues. 

Design development
Design conceptualization 
based on analysis.

Further development of 
the concept to prepare a 
draft report, presentation 
and 3D model.

Final Plan
Revision of the draft and 
prepare Final Report. 

Public Engagement
(Jan 24)
Walkabout with the 
community.

Public Engagement
(Feb 11)
Analysis community 
workshop, Community 
mapping, discussion about 
issues.

Public Engagement
(Apr 15)

Design presentation and 
Open house 
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Initial Research Phase: This will help us understand and 
identify emerging issues in the Saddle Ridge and Taradale 
communities. The research will be an off-site market 
study to gain a high-level idea and understanding of the 
communities.

Planning and Scheduling: A work plan will be created in 
the early phase which will guide our team to achieve  the 
scope of the project. The work plan includes a timeline, 
job assignment, and tentative budget.

Legal Frameworks Review: As the city is bounded by 
multiple rules and regulations, reviewing the municipal 
plan and policies will help us prioritize and understand 
the municipal vision for the area.

Photo Inventories: These will be the collection of 
photos taken during the site visits. Photo inventories will 
reflect the experiences and stories of the site, which is 
important to initiate the concept in future phases

Base Mapping: Generating base maps to analyze 
topography, infrastructure, land use, community assets, 
demographic, and socio-economic characteristics.

Background Data Collection: The site analysis will be 
carried out by collecting background data from various 
primary and secondary resources. 

ewwvvvvvwt-ww

Land Use Plan: Recommending a built form character 
and land use planning methods will be helpful for the 
public to understand potential street networks, open 
space, housing typologies, and public realm. 

3D Modeling: This will allow the community 
members to visualize our vision and concepts for the 
community. 

Report and Presentation: These will be prepared to 
share with the public and key stakeholders. The report 
will consist of the proposed land use and density 
changes, along with a design for the community that 
includes street details, open space typologies, housing 
typologies, and recommended development priorities. 

Public Engagement: The public engagement 
sessions are categorized in three phases throughout 
this project. The first public engagement will be a 
walkabout with the community members. The second 
public engagement, which is scheduled after the 
analysis phase, will be a community workshop that 
will allow us to engage and gain input from the 
community. The final community engagement will be 
carried out as an open house session.

Growth Area Projection: This will help identify 
the areas of growth potential on the site, which will 
align with the findings from the analysis and aublic 
engagement Phase- I.
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Project Schedule
Task Start date End date Assigned to Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 Week 16
Initial Research
Emerging issues 10-Jan 13-Jan Kriti (Jr)
Legal Frameworks 10-Jan 13-Jan Kriti (Jr)
Site observation 10-Jan 13-Jan Nada (Sr)
Photo inventories 10-Jan 13-Jan Kriti (Jr)
Base mapping 10-Jan 13-Jan Pallavi (T)
Planning and Scheduling 10-Jan 13-Jan Nada (Sr)
Project meetings 10-Jan 20-Jan ALL
Public Engagment Phase-1 
Walkabout with community 20-Jan 20-Jan Nada, Kriti
Analysis 
Background data collection 16-Jan 20-Jan Kriti (Jr)
Site context study 16-Jan 20-Jan Kriti (Jr)
Historical evolution 16-Jan 3-Feb Kriti (Jr)
Morphology 20-Jan 3-Feb Pallavi (T)
Infrastructure 20-Jan 3-Feb Pallavi (T)
Community profile 20-Jan 3-Feb Nada (Sr)
Socio-cultural aspects 20-Jan 3-Feb Nada (Sr)
Project meetings 16-Jan 11-Feb ALL
Public Engagment Phase-2
Analysis community Workshop 11-Feb 11-Feb Nada (Sr)
Discussions about issues 11-Feb 11-Feb Nada, Kriti
Community mapping 11-Feb 11-Feb Nada, Kriti
Design development
Growth area projection* 13-Feb 17-Feb Pallavi (T)
Landuse plan 13-Feb 10-Mar Nada (Sr)
Street networks 13-Feb 10-Mar Nada, Kriti
Open space 13-Feb 10-Mar Nada, Kriti
Built space character design 13-Feb 10-Mar Nada, Kriti
3D modeling 13-Feb 27-Mar Pallavi (T)
Draft report and presentation 27-Feb 15-Apr Pallavi (T)
Project Meetings 13-Feb 27-Mar ALL
Public Engagement Phase -3 
Analysis Presentation 15-Apr 15-Apr Nada, Kriti
Open house session 15-Apr 15-Apr Nada, Kriti
Final report and presentation
Revision 17-Apr 20-Apr Kriti, Pallavi
Presentation anf Final report 17-Apr 20-Apr Pallavi (T)
Project meetings 17-Apr 20-Apr All
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Section 2.
ANALYSIS

2.1. Cultural Landscapes

2.2. Natural Environment 

2.3 Built Form

2.4. Infrastructure
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2.1. Cultural Landscapes
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12,000 years ago 
to late 1800s

1912 1929 1950 1960s

 
 

 

Area is divided into 
5-10 acre parcels-even 
city lots - $250 per acer

Calgary - heart of traditional 
Blackfoor territory. Deer and 
Buffalo Hunting Areas in the 
past.

Cultivated as farmlands 
and fenced and open 
grasslands

Young families began 
buying the acreages 
and built homes seeking 
country life

Taradale annexed into 
City of Calgary in 1961. 
More than 100 homes 
built.  

The site which was previously grasslands and farmlands have 
extensively developed into masterplan communities of Saddleridge 

City of Calgary Map 1975

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:48:50 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 1990.000000
1990.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000
2021.000001 - 0.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

Historic Timeline
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Historic Timeline

City of Calgary Map 2007 - Stoney Trail Built

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:54:05 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

City of Calgary Map 2002

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:55:35 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 1990.000000
1990.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000
2021.000001 - 0.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

1972 1990s 2000s 2007

Saddle Ridge’s rural 
community hall - 
Quonset Hall Opened 

New developments 
by big developers. 
Starting from Taradale 
moves to the south.

Further residential 
development with 
majority of single family 
homes being built.

Stoney Trail is built 

City of Calgary Map 2007 - Stoney Trail Built

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:54:05 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

City of Calgary Map 1984

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:49:50 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 1990.000000
1990.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000
2021.000001 - 0.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km
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Historic Timeline

City of Calgary Map 2021

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:44:48 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2010.000000
2010.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

City of Calgary Map 2010

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:58:06 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2010.000000
2010.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

City of Calgary Map 2016

The City of Calgary

1/18/2023, 11:59:52 PM
0 0.55 1.10.28 mi

0 0.9 1.80.45 km

1:36,112

City of Calgary
The City of Calgary provides this information in good faith, but provides no warranty nor accepts any liability arising from incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or its improper use.

Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

year of construction
year_of_co

0.000000 - 1899.000000
1899.000001 - 1975.000000
1975.000001 - 1984.000000
1984.000001 - 2002.000000
2002.000001 - 2005.000000
2005.000001 - 2007.000000
2007.000001 - 2010.000000
2010.000001 - 2016.000000
2016.000001 - 2021.000000

0 0.5 10.25
Km

2010 2023 Coming Years 2016

 Construction of Saddle 
town station strated in 
2010 and opened in 
2012

Genesis Center 
Constructed in 2016

Present Day Site Proposal for Blue LRT 
line Extention and 
Airport LRT Line

Family Status

Percentage of families with 
children

Calgary

48%
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Demographic and Community Profile

Population Trend

Population Projection

Population in 2019 % Change in 
2019

Population Pyramid

Average Household Size

Saddle Ridge & 
Taradale

Calgary

Saddle Ridge

Saddle Ridge

Taradale

Taradale

3.5%

0.51%

22,321

19,026
4.1 2.6

            

 

 
 

6% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6%

0 to 4
5 to 9

10 to 14
15 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 29
30 to 34
35 to 39
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
55 to 59
60 to 64
65 to 69
70 to 74
75 to 79
80 to 84

85+

Population pyramid for Saddle 
Ridge

Females

Males

6% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6%

0 to 4
5 to 9

10 to 14
15 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 29
30 to 34
35 to 39
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
55 to 59
60 to 64
65 to 69
70 to 74
75 to 79
80 to 84

85+

Population pyramid for Calgary

Females

Males
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85+

Population pyramid for Taradale
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0 to 4
5 to 9

10 to 14
15 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 29
30 to 34
35 to 39
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
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Population pyramid for Taradale

Females

Males

Saddle Ridge Taradale

1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2019

25,000 

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

0 

2.1. CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

With the increase in developments 
in the 2000s, we can see a steep 
rise of population until 2016. Since 
then, the population for Taradale 
has been relatively steady while the 
population in Saddleridge is still 
increasing. According to the 2019 
civic census data, the population 
for Saddleridge was 22,321 and 
19,026 for Taradale. 
The average household size 
of the communities are almost 
double with the number of 4.1 
compared to 2.6 for the entire city. 
The population pyramid you see 
here displays the high number 
of working people from 25-45, 
with children below 10 following 
next. We can also note that 60% of 
familes in the community are with 
children.

Family Status

Percentage of families with 
children

64%

Calgary

48%

0%
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Saddle Ri dge Cal garyTaradale
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63% 80%

Immigrant Ethnic Origin

Percentage of Immigrants

India
44%

Other
21%

Pakistan
17%

Philipines
16%

Bangladesh
2%

Calgary
31%

Demographic and Community Profile

63% 80%

Housing Ownership

76% - 80% Home owners

Spend more than 30% on shelter Cost

Saddle Ridge
Saddle Ridge

Taradale

Taradale

Calgary

Affordability Average Housing 
Price in Calgary 30%

$511,944

$590,896

$418,743

31%

Calgary
71%

Calgary 22%

We also observed that 
80% of the population 
are home owners and 
around 30% of the 
population spends 
more than 30% on 
shelter costs compared 
to 22% for the city. 

Saddle Ridge

Taradale

Median Houseghold 

Major 

Modes of Transportation

$93,153

$88,074

Dwelling Structure 

65%

Calgary $97,329

Commute with 
Duration <15mins

12%

Saddle Ridge Taradale

Driv
er -

 C
ar

Pass
enger -

 C
ar

Public
 Tra

nsit

W
alke

d

Bicycle

Oth
er

75% 

50% 

25% 

0% 

72%

Calgary

17%

The percentage of 
immigrants in the 
communities are 
relatively high with 
63% compared to 31% 
in the city, with major 
populations originally 
from India, Philippines, 
Pakistan and Banglades. 

The dwelling structure 
in the communities are 
mostly single detached 
at 65% with minimal 
apartments. And lastly, 
around 80% of drive to 
work either themselves or 
as passengers compared 
to 76% for the city. 
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School Enrollment

Saddle Ridge School
580 (K-GR3)

Saddle Ridge

8.2%

Nelson Mandela High School
1853 (GR10-GR12)
Martindale

-1%
Taradale School
711 (K-GR4)
Taradale

5.4%
Ted Harrison School
826 (GR5-GR9)
Taradale

8.4%

Peter Lougheed School
984 (GR5-GR9)

Saddle Ridge

3%
Hugh A. Berett School
586 (K-GR4)

Saddle Ridge

8.5%

2022 Enrollment Data

We can see the enrollments have increased in the last 5 years, and are also steadily increasing. The high school 
enrolment is slightly lower than the elementary schools in the communities. This is possibly due to the communities 
having demographics with young children. We also have new schools opening to cater to the increasing number of the 
population.
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Functional Analysis
The functional analysis map show some 
notable areas in the community as 
well as the common paths community 
members take reach them.

Being an immigrant-rich community with multiple faiths, it is important to 
note the surrounding religious centers which are major cultural centers in the 
communities.



28

URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

ewwvvvvvwt-ww

2.2. Natural Systems
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Open Space Categories

Schools

Recreational Park

Neighborhood Parks

Dog Parks

Green Space Typologies - 
According to Programs

Saddlecreek Ponds

Savanna Park

Martha Heaven Cricket

Genesis Centre

Taralake Parks

Green Corridor

Saddlemont Park

Suncity Park

Taralea Park

Inclusive Park

Tarington Woods Park

Manmeet Singh Park
Taradale offleash Park

Sadlebroook Park

Park

Wetland/ Green Corricors

Saddle Ridge and Taradale communities has 
different categories of open space including 
three major storm water ponds. The Study 
area also consistes of a green corridor 
thatconnects the two communities through 
the 80th Ave. However, the spaces are 
discinnected and underutilized, making the 
community members concerned about their 
natural system. 

In this report  the open spaces of the 
Saddle Ridge and Taradale community are 
categorized in six categories depending on its 
use.

1) Wetland and Green Corridors
2) Recreational Park
4) Neighbourhood Parks
5) Schools
6) Dog park

0 0.25 0.5 1Km
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Open Space Categories

Saddlecreek Ponds Suncity Park Green Corridor

Wetland and Green corridors

Neighbourhood Parks
Saddlestone Park LRT station Park Inclusive ParkManmeet Singh Park

The study area's prominent natural system are the constructed wetlands. These wetlands hold a range of biodiversity as well 
as give users an oppurtunity to  connect with nature. Further examination of these locations revealed that the water features 
offer an appealing urban envvironment, but the residents are concerned about the cleanliness and upkeep of the wetlands. 
Additionally, the observations during the site visit also showed that there was less seatings, trees and  amenities in these kind 
of open spaces. Besides that,  one of the major connection of the open space is the green corridor that connects the two 
communities together through 80th Ave. 

Neighbourhood parks are the second typology, which holds community scale open space programming. These park spaces 
are relatively successful and more accessible compared to the wetlands and green corridors. Although there is a lot of 
programming potential in these spaces, their long-term viability is currently hampered by the lack of adequate connections, 
paths, and programme options. One recurring element in these parks that was noticed was the inclusion of various play areas 
as a component of a programme, which may have contributed to its relative success.
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Genesis Center Martha Heaven Cricket Tarrington Woods Park
Recreational Parks

The Saddle Ridge and Taradale community holds a significant amount of recreational space. These recreational space provide 
recreational options like soccer, baseball and cricket. There is lots of potential for recreational parks, considering that the 
community is interested in having recreational spaces. However, the spaces could be more interesting and include trees and 
seating to accommodate people watching the games.  Besides that, the large recreationals space have potential to  hold 
multiple usage throughout the year.

School Playground Dog Park

Hugh A. Bennet School- Soccer Field Saddle Ridge School Playground Taradale offleash Park (Temporary)

Another open space type that is common in these commnities are the school playgrounds. These school hold huge open 
spaces with very less programming. Besides, that there is only one dog park on the site, and that’s the Taradale off-leash area. 
It is a temporary dog park which is  not very maintained and is seen used mainly for parking.
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Urban Forest Analysis
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Tree Canopy Density 
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Spruce Tree
Size: Large

Type: Ever Green Tree

Aspen Tree
Size: Large

Type: Deciduous Tree

Choke Cherry
Size: Small

Type: Shurb

Elm Tree
Size: Medium

Type: Deciduous Tree

Crabapple 
Size: Medium

Type: Deciduous 

Oak Tree
Size: Large

Type: Deciduous 

LindenTree
Size: Large

Type: Deciduous 

Poplar Tree
Size: Large

Type: Deciduous 

Juniper 
Size: Small

Type: Shurb

Urban Forest Analysis

The study of natural system also consists of urban forest ananlysis where the density and number of trees on site were mapped. 
The densities are further compared to the existing photos of the site to analyze its on ground experience. There are lots of trees 
that are connected with the main open spaces along the edges of the parks on the map. However, it is not consistent along all 
open spaces on the site, so there is an opportunity to increase connectivity with the trees and open space network.
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Topography

Legend
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Slope Study: Potential Storm Water 
Catchments

Storm Water 
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Stoney Trail

Dry Storm Water 
Pond

Genesis Centre

The topography of the site is almost flat having 
the elevationn difference of 75m as shown in 
themap.  But, the scaled down observation 
showed some areas with larger depression that 
has a probable storm water collection possibility.  
Some of the outdoor sports areas have a small 
depression, giving a dry stormwater pond 
feature, which could be developed in the future 
and used for  stormwater management. 
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Climate and Environment

SPRING EQUINOX 
March 21
Solar Time: 20:29
Rise / Set: 06:45 / 18:38
Daylight: 11:53 Hrs

SUMMER SOLISTICE
June 21
Solar Time: 20:31
Rise / Set: 04:42 / 20:35
Daylight: 15:53 Hrs

WINTER SOLSTICE
December 21
Solar Time: 20:31
Rise / Set: 04:42 / 20:35
Daylight: 15:53 Hrs

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯
Average Annual Winds

Chinook Winds

The site location, like all of Calgary, receives very little sunlight during the winter and more sunlight for longer hours during 
the summer. As noticed, the site is relatively vacant and open with less tree canopies, so the average yearly winds from the 
north-west direction become severe, encouraging wind chills.
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Climate and Environment

Avg Maximum Temperature  
July / August : 31 C

Coldest Air Temperature  
Jan: -32 C

Avg hours Sun per day 
Maximum: July: 10.2 
Minimum: December 3.6

Avg days with Rainfall: 66 days 
No rainfall: December, January 
& February

Avg days with Snow Fall: 58 days 

Avg depth of Snow on ground: 
6cm

Avg windspeed (km/hr) 
Maximum: Apr/May: 17 km/hr 
Minimum: Aug: 13 km/hr

Solar Potential mapping inPublic 
Buildings

Average Temperature 
Increase by 3 C

Coldest air temperature will 
decrease to -25 C by 2050

54% Increase in  
Thunderstorm by 2050 

Decreased snowfal

 The climate of the site is similar 
to rest of teh Calgary with very 
cold winters with coldest air 
temperature of -32 C. The site 
observes low precepitation with 
66 days of rainfall and 58 days of 
snowfall. The air is dry  with some 
occasional wind. 
 
But besides that the City of Calgary 
has observed that the temperature 
of the city is increasing and the 
projected temperature increase 
by 2050 in 3 C.  ALong with that 
the report " Calgary Climate 
Strategy " also mentions 54% 
increase in thunderstorm. (The 
City of Calgary, 2022)

The site also holds maximum solar 
potential that provides opppurtunity to 
use the solar energy. As the City of Calgary 
encourages solar energy, homeowners 
can use this tool as a starting point to help 
assess their home's solar potential. (The 
City of Calgary, n.d.) Besides that these 
ideas can be used by the community 
centers like Genesis to promote renewable 
energy in these communities.
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Lack of Benches + Street 
Lights

Sidewalk Disconnection Lack of Year-Round Activities Icy Patches + Pedestrian Safety

 It is important to move forward with climate friendly community planning, which leads to consideration of needs for winter 
cities. It is important to consider including street lights on some of the pedestrian pathways especially for winter where the 
days are short and it gets dark quickly. Considering year-round outdoor activities could help with programming on the site, 
and maintaining the sidewalks with icy patches could improve the pedestrian experience.

The climate data and projections from the City of Calgary, shows that hailstorms 
are heavily affecting northeast Calgary. The hailstorm that hit Calgary on June 13, 
2020 cost at least $1.2 billion in insured damages, making it the fourth costliest 
natural disaster in Canada's history, according to the Insurance Bureau of Canada. 
(Rieger, 2020) From the residense it was heard that the houses with trees were 
comparitively less damaged. To reduce some of these natures of impact planiting 
trees and creating a screen might be a way to initiate mitigatiion.

Hail Storm Aftermath

Winter Considerations

Climate and Environment
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SPRING EQUINOX 
March 21

SUMMER SOLISTICE
June 21

WINTER SOLSTICE
December 21

As one of the winter citiy, the quality of public realm also largely depends on its exposure to sun. During the site visit some 
potential for commercial and open spaces nodes were chosedn to carry out a shadpow analysis. Thsi shadow analysis 
allows an understanding of areas that are shaded the most. This observation further helps in considerations to decide on 
appropriate location for future development.

Location - 1: Saddle Town 

Location - 2: Genesis 

Winter Considerations

Climate and Environment
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2.3. Built Form
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Figure Ground

The built form in Saddle 
Ridge and Taradale is 
primarily single-family 
residential with pockets 
of commercial mainly 
concentrated around the 
Saddletowne Circle.
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The land ownership map 
shows us the parcels that 
are privately owned (in 
grey) and city owned 
(in pink). The city owns 
lands are mostly parks, 
stormwater ponds, open 
spaces and schools. As well 
as some important building 
such as the genesis center 
and police/fire station. 
The excess of city owned 
parcels in the site allows us 
to program public spaces 
so that it would create 
vibrant places and increase 
usage. 
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Landuse Zoning
Land Use
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Source: Calgary Open Data
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Residential - One Dwelling

Commercial - Corridor 1
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Residential - Low Density Multiple Dwelling
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Residential - Low Density Mixed Housing
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Special Purpose - Transportation and Utility Corridor 
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Commercial - Regional 1

Special Purpose - Recreation
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Residential - Contextual One / Two Dwelling

Direct Control
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Multi-Residential - Contextual Medium Profile

Multi-Residential - High Density Medium Rise

Special Purpose - Community Institution
Special Purpose - City and Regional Infrastructure
Special Purpose - Community Service District
Special Purpose - Future Urban Development

Residential - One Dwelling 

Commercial - Community 1
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On housing affordability analysis in the existing properties on the site, we can see few properties which are below the 300k 
line and most of them are in between 300-500k. Properties on the expensive range lie near park or water features, because 
that gives views and access to natural amenities. These are current listings of what is the average property listing price in 
Saddleridge and Taradale.

Housing Affordibility
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Housing Affordibility

SADDLE RIDGE

TARADALE

MARTINDALE

LRT STATION

1

2

Single story commercial 

Large footprint of institutions and 
service centers

Residential edge: 2- 3 storey
Lack of street edge

1 Node 1

3

Disconnected 
commercial edge

Open space for 
parking

New development

Single family homes 
with back yard 
facing to the main 

2 Node 2
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Housing Typology

Single family house with back garage and back alley -  potential backyard suites

Duplex house plots with existing secondary suites (basement)

Residential Typology

We identified different housing typologies that could have major potential for diversifying and implementing gentle-density 
methods. Many single-family houses have a back garage, which we identified as an opportuntiy for backyard suites. 
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Commercial Typology

Commercial Core - Saddletowne Station Commercial Core - Savanna

Neighborhood Commercial - 
Taradale

Home businesses - Taradale

Rekha’s Approved 
Day Home

CHG Towing

Kitchen supply 

Sukhjinder Singh 
Realtor

Transroad Logistics

Gurkush Fresh 
Towing Services

Life Maid Easy Calgary

Neighborhood Commercial - 
Saddletowne

Commercial Core

Neighbourhood Commercial

We identified several neighbourhood commercial developments, as well as several commercial cores, including one in 
Saddletowne Circle, which is in a prime location due to proximity to the LRT station. There are also multiple home businesses 
on site as well, such as a day home and kitchen supplier.
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2.4. Infrastructure
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Skeletal Road

Arterial Road

Collector Road

Residential Road

Saddleridge-Taradale’s mobility and road network 
makes up a large part of the site. The comunities 
are connected to the rest of the city through major 
skeletal roads such as Stoney Trail and Metis Trail, 
arterial roads such as 80 Ave NE and Saddletowne 
Circle, and collector roads such as Saddlecrest 
Blvd NE and Taradale Drive NE.  

Legend

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Road Network
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Road Typology

34 35 36
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ROAD NETWORK ROAD TYPOLOGY STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTUREINFRASTRUCTURE

Skeletal Road

Arterial Road

Collector Road

Residential Road

Storm Drain

Stormwater Pond

Legend

Legend

0 0.25 0.5 1Km
0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Collector Road Arterial Road

Arterial Road
Residential Road

80th Avenue acts as a major arterial road and is an access point into the site. As you can see in the street sections, there is 
little consideration for the pedestrian experience, as roads make up a large part of the network.
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Stormwater Infrastructure

Storm Drain

Stormwater Pond

Legend

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

The stormwater infrastructure on 
site is distributed through drains 
and pipelines. The site is relatively 
flat, however the presence of the 
stormwater ponds allows water to 
drain. There are opportunities for 
bioswales and green infrastructure 
as the impacts of climate change are 
expected to intensify.
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Traffic Volumes and Incidents

15000 - 25000 vehicles/day
26000 - 38000 vehicles/day
52000 vehicles/day

1

2

3

4

High Pedestrian Traffic
10-15+ incidents

5-9 incidents

1-4 incidents

Vehicle Collisions

Pedestrian Collisions

1 incident

2-3 incidents

4+ incidents

1 incident

Pedestrian Incidents

2-3 incidents

4+ incidents

Vehicle Incidents

1-4 incidents

5-9 incidents

10-15+ incidents

0 0.25 0.5 1Km 0 0.25 0.5 1Km

The site does see some heavy traffic along the major skeletal and arterial roads, including Stoney Trail, 80th Avenue, 
and Falconridge Blvd. We also noticed that there is high pedestrian traffic along major intersections, which links to the 
number of pedestrian incidents on site. 
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Intersection Analysis

80 Ave NE & Saddletowne 88 Ave NE & 60 Street NE Saddletowne Circle NE & 
Saddlemont Blvd NE

Taradale Drive NE & Taralake 

Traffic flow limiting pedestrian activity and posing safety concerns
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  TRAFFIC VOLUMES INTERSECTION ANALYSIS

15000 - 25000 vehicles/day
26000 - 38000 vehicles/day
52000 vehicles/day

1

2

3

4

High Pedestrian Traffic

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

TRAFFIC INCIDENTS

10-15+ incidents

5-9 incidents

1-4 incidents

Vehicle Collisions

Pedestrian Collisions

1 incident

2-3 incidents

4+ incidents

1 incident

Pedestrian Incidents

2-3 incidents

4+ incidents

Vehicle Incidents

1-4 incidents

5-9 incidents

10-15+ incidents

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

80 Ave NE & Saddletowne Circle NE 88 Ave NE & 60 Street NE Saddletowne Circle NE & Saddlemont 
Blvd NE

Taradale Drive NE & Taralake Way NE

Traffic flow limiting pedestrian activity and posing safety concerns

The first intersection we analyzed is located on a 80th Ave and Saddletowne Circle, which has high vehicle traffic, and this 
possibly explains why the pedestrian traffic is relatively low. We also did notice that this intersection is a major barrier to 
pedestrian flow due to the curve in the road, discouraging traffic from slowing down on this arterial road.
The third intersection, which is located on Saddletowne Circle and Saddlemont Blvd, sees high pedestrian traffic and 
pedestrian incidents. Vehicle traffic flow is really busy on this intersection, so pedestrians have faced the most in terms of 
safety concerns.
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Bus Stops & Major Bus Routes

MAX Orange BRT to Brentwood

Bus 85 & 157 to Airport

Bus 23 & 303 to Downtown

Bus 303 to University of Calgary

Bus 60 to Taradale

Future Airport Blue Line Connection

Bus 303
to University of Calgary

Future Airport Blue 
Line Connection 

Bus 60 
to Taradale 

Bus Stops

From Saddletowne Station:

to Airport

to University of Calgary

to Downtown

Bus Car Train

53 min
22 stops

22 min frequency

17 min
8.7 km

45 min
14 stops

50 min
21stops

15 min frequency

21 min
17.0 km

42 min
18 stops

24 min
10 stops

20 min
18.6 km

33 min
10 stops

12 min frequency

Legends 0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Although the site is well serviced by multiple bus stop 
locations and an LRT line, people opt for driving as 
their primary mode of transportation. This may be 
due to frequency and commute time of buses. It takes 
approximately 50 minutes by bus to reach the University 
of Calgary from Saddletowne versus 21 minutes car ride. 
Some buses have a frequency of 20-30 minutes, which can 
be discouraging to people.
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Pedestrian & Cycling Network

Narrow Sidewalks Stoney Trail 

Fencing Residential Roads Without 
Sidewalks

Walkability Barriers

Sidewalks

Pathways

Legend 0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Although there are paved pathways and sidewalks 
throughout the site, there are multiple walkability 
barriers for pedestrians. The sidewalks are quite 
narrow, there are roads without sidewalks, and 
fencing along pedestrian pathways, which creates 
an unwelcoming environment for people.
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Major Walksheds

Walkshed

5-min walking radii
Saddle Town Station

Future LRT Station

Schools

Legend

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Our walkshed analysis informs us 
that the new blue line extension 
will improve transit walkability and 
proximity to nearby schools and 
facilities.
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Parcel Ownership

¯

Source: Calgary Open Data

Legend

LRT Line
Road Hierarchy

Skeletal Road
Arterial Street
Industrial Arterial
Urban Boulevard
Neighbourhood Boulevard
Collector
Water Features
Park and Green Spaces
DAS_BuildingFootprint_2021
Calgary Boundary
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LRT Line
Road Hierarchy
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Urban Boulevard
Neighbourhood Boulevard
Collector
Water Features
Park and Green Spaces
DAS_BuildingFootprint_2021
Calgary Boundary
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•  Lack of pedestrian access around 
Saddletown circle

• Lack of access and mobility to Stoney 
Trail

• Lack of trees in streets
• Lack of connection and proper 

access to open spaces
• Lack of safe crossings in streets
• Lack of seatings and designed urban 

realm
• Disconnected and Inactive streets
• Lack of legibility and difficulty in way 

finding
• Lack of lighting in open spaces

Challenges

Opportunities
• Mixed use developments in smaller 

commercial nodes
• Main street activation on streets 

connecting commercial pockets - 
80th Ave, 60th Ave, Falconridge Blvd, 
88th Ave

• Future TOD integration with extention 
of blue line

• Potential for secondary suites in plots 
• Religious centers as cultural 

components to various population
• Genesis center as a common meeting 

point
• Market for programming in open 

spaces and park
• Potential for farmer’s Market
• Existing stormwater allows 

connection to green infrastructure 
and landscaping

• Existing water infrastructure allows for 
programming related to water

Synthesis Map

Lack of Access

Potential for New Mixed use Development
Lack of Pedestrian Access

Potential Main Streets

Potential Neighbouhood Node
Saddletown Station

Future Blue line Station

Open Space Programming

Legend
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Section 3.
Community 
Engagement

3.1 Community Walkabout

3.2 Community Mapping

3.3 Community Open House

3.4 What We Heard 

Opportunities
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Our community walkabout took place on January 24. This was 
the first time we got to explore the site and learn about its 
opportunities and challenges in-person. 

Key observations that emerged from the site visit:

• Lack of street activation and multi-modal transportation 
options

• Primarily single-family residential wiht potential for housing 
diversity and choice

• Unwelcoming public realm
• Narrow sidewalks and disconnected pedestrian experience 
• Multiple parks and open spaces with potential for 

programming and maintenance 

3.1 Community Walkabout
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The community mapping workshop took place at the Genesis 
Centre on February 11. Our class brought posters with aerial 
photographs of the site along with dot stickers and markers, 
allowing the community members to identify and map 
opportunities and challenges.

3.2 Community Mapping
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Our final community engagement session was 
held in the form of an open house at the Genesis 
Centre. Our team presented five posters that 
highlighted our vision and concepts to the 
community. Our class also constructed a 3D 
physical model of the site that included QR codes 
of our design interventions for people to visualize 

3.3 Community Open House
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3.4 What We Heard 

Traffic congestion is 
a problem everywhere 

especially during 
school dropoffs and 

pickups.

I love the wetlands, I used 
to see students learning 
botany here, sadly not 

anymore. Our open spaces 
are underutilized and not 
maintained with very little 

amenities.

Since the Safeway 
closed, we dont have 

any other options 
nearby. I like the Boston 
Pizza but I would prefer 

more commercial 
options like Starbucks 

or McDonalds.

I like biking/walking 
to get to the Genesis 

Centre from my house, 
but the 80th Ave that 

leads me to the Genesis 
feels mundane. 

Saddletowne Circle 
has the most unsafe 

intersections. There are 
so many pedesterian 

accidents and I dont feel 
safe walking, especially 

at night

I would love to 
see more winter 
programming in 
the open spaces 

and parks we have.

I struggle with the 
community not having 
any off leash areas for 

my dog. I wish I had some 
more options.



URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

62

Section 4.
Planning 
Concepts 
and 
Strategies

4.1. Diversify Housing and            
Landuse

4.2. Improve Mobility and             
Connections

4.3. Revitalize Public Realm

4.4. Special Site - Saddletowne 
Circle



63

URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

Transit-Oriented 
Development

Pedestrian Mobility

Traffic Safety

Inclusive Pathways

Vibrant Streetscape

Housing Diversity 
& Choice

Variety of Amenities

Commercial-Residential 
Development

Maintain Affordability

Community Identity

Recreational 
Opportunities

Legibility & Safety

Public Realm Quality

The Sadderidge and Taradale communities provide a safe and legible environment for pedestrians 
through a vibrant streetscape and a quality public realm. A variety of urban amenities, housing diversity, 
and recreational opportunities creates connections between people and places, diversifies the area, and 

revitalizes the public realm to foster inclusivity and a sense of community identity and belonging. 

REVITALIZEDIVERSIFYCONNECT

Vision 

Our vision involves three principles: connect, diversify, and revitalize. The Saddle Ridge and Taradale communities provide 
a safe and legible environment for pedestrians through a vibrant streetscape and quality public realm. A variety of urban 
amenities, housing diversity, and recreational opportunities creates connections between people and places, diversifies the 
area, and revitalizes the public realm to foster inclusivity and a sense of community and belonging.
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Section 4.1
Diversified Housing and 
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LRT Station

Active 
Commercial 
Area

Genesis 
Centre

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

800m Buffer (~10 min walk)

Nodes of Interest

Saddletowne LRT Station
Commercial Area along east side of 80 Ave NE 
Genesis Centre

1. Identify Key Locations

2. Conduct Walkshed

3. Determine Nodes of Interest

10 minute walking distance from each location

Areas with highest potential located within the 
walkshed

Land Use Strategy

Our strategy involved identifying key locations that we saw had major opportunities for growth on the site, and that 
includes the Saddletowne LRT station, the commercial area on the east end of 80th Ave, and the Genesis Centre serving 
as a community hub. We then conducted a 10-minute walkshed from each key location to determine which areas had 
the highest potential within each walkshed. This allowed us to identify our nodes of interest, which lays the foundation 
for why we chose these specific locations and land use. 
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Residential
Multi-Residential
Multi-Residential
Mixed-Use (3 to 4 storeys)
Mixed-Use (5 to 6 storeys)

R-CG
M-C2
M-CG
M-U2
M-U2

Saddletowne LRT 
Future Blue-Line 
1 to 3 storeys
3 to 4 storeys
5 to 6 storeys

0 0.25 0.5 1Km 0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Proposed Land Use and Density 

We propose a mix of land uses that allows for a range of gentle density options including secondary suites, townhouses, 
and stacked fourplexes that are between 1 to 3 storeys, to mid-rise apartment buildings and mixed-use developments 
that are around 3-4 storeys in height and 5 to 6 storeys around our main street and Saddletowne Circle.



67

URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

Built Form Typologies

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

R-CG

M-C2

M-CG

M-U2

Development Underway

Secondary Suite

R-CG Live-Work Unit

Townhouse/Rowhouse

M-CG Stacked Fourplex

Mixed-Use Commercial-Residential
Mid-Rise Residential

STREET-FACING 
COMMERCIAL FOR ACTIVE 

FRONTAGE

4-6 STOREY 
RESIDENTIAL

VERTICAL MIXED-USE 
DEVELOPMENT

We identified the locations of each typology based on our nodes of interest, active potential, and our mobility and open 
space interventions. The secondary suites can be adaptable to multiple uses under the same land use zone, encourages 
multigenerational living, and promotes ageing in place because multiple generations can live in the same area. We did identify 
several home businesses on the site, such as day homes and kitchen suppliers, so potential live-work units near the commercial 
and active areas is an opportunity to promote these businesses and allow them to flourish. 
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Townhouse
M-CG
2-3 storeys

Mixed-Use
MU-2
4-6 storeys

Live-Work Unit
RC-G
2 storeys

Typologies

R-CG: Residential - Grade-Oriented 
Infill District 

This zone permits live-work units to 
accommodate the family and home 
businesses located on site. 

M-CG: Multi-Residential - 
Contextual Grade-Oriented District

This zone allows for townhouses 
with access at grade, so existing 
single detached homes would be 
adjusted to accommodate this type 
of housing.

MU-2: Mixed Use - Active Frontage 
District 

This zone allows for commercial and 
residential uses facing the street, 
integrating mixed-use buildings to 
promote diversity and accessibility. 
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Stacked Fourplex
M-CG
2-3 storeys

Mid-Rise Residential
M-C2
5-6 storeys

Secondary Suite
R-CG
2 storeys

Typologies

M-C2: Multi-Residential - 
Contextual Medium Profile District 

This zone allows for low to medium 
rise apartment buildings, which will 
integrate well with the existing low-
density site.

R-CG: Residential - Grade-Oriented 
Infill District 

This zone accommodates secondary 
and backyard suites. This could be 
an existing main residence with a 
garage or a main residence with no 
garage could have a new backyard 
suite integrated.

M-CG: Multi-Residential - 
Contextual Grade-Oriented District

This zone allows for fourplexes with 
access at grade, promoting gentle-
density integration.
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Secondary Suite / Live-Work Unit
2-3 storeys

Main Residence = no garage, detached garage, or located in main residence

Existing Proposed

Townhouse / Stacked Fourplex
 2-3 storeys

Main Residence = no garage or attached garage

Existing Proposed

0 0.25 0.5 1Km
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Existing

Proposed

COMMERCIAL

MIXED-USE

MIXED-
USE

MIXED-USE

1 2

Existing

Proposed

Commercial Nodes

There are several commercial areas on site that has potential for mixed-use and housing integration. One of our commercial 
nodes is located in Saddletowne Circle – we propose to integrate residential apartments above the existing commercial to 
encourage higher density and close proximity to nearby amenities. The similar idea will be used in the active commercial area 
on the east side of 80th Ave, where we propose to add residential above the existing 1-storey commercial, in addition to new 
mixed-use buildings in the empty parking lot.
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Main Street

Laneway
Tarawood 

Rd NE
Laneway

Mixed-Use Stacked Fourplex Live-Work Unit Secondary Suite

80th Ave NEA

80th Ave NE is an important arterial road, with potential for main street development. The existing road is primarily low-
density residential and most houses don't face the street. The fencing and narrow sidewalks along the road creates an 
unpleasant public realm experience. We propose a mix of housing typologies to promote housing choice, such as mixed-
use, multi-residential, and secondary suites. This will also create a pleasant and welcoming public realm experience with 
housing and commercial diversity. 
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Policy Recommendation: Housing and Landuse

1.1. Diversify housing to provide choice and promote ageing in place. 

1.1.1. Provide ground-oriented housing, including secondary suites, rowhouses, and 
fourplexes. 

1.1.2. Zoning and land use shall be adjusted accordingly to increase density and provide 
additional housing choices. 

1.1.3. New developments shall integrate a building height of up to 6 storeys to encourage 
gentle density and maintain the existing character of the site. 

 

1.2. Activate commercial areas and enhance public realm 

1.2.1. New developments shall face the street to create an active frontage in the streets. 

1.2.2. Fencing placed in front of houses along our main streets shall be removed. 

1.2.3. Encourage diversity and accessibility by integrating a mix of uses with active 
frontage commercial at the ground floor and residential above. 

1.2.4. Saddletowne Circle shall incorporate mixed-use commercial-residential 
developments along with medium-rise residential apartments to build a transit-oriented 
development.  
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Increase Active Mobility  

Increase Pedestrian 
Accessibility and Traffic Calming  

Street designs that are 
inclusive, equitable and safe 
for all users. Priorotize safety 
of the most vulnerable.

Street designs that support 
active transportation 
and integrate green 

Incorporate Complete Streets  

Street designs that supports 
all kinds of usage including 
places for sidewalk and 
gathering spaces

Multi-modal Connections  

Design for a range of mobility 
choices, prioritizing active 
and sustainable modes of 

Section 4.1
Improve Mobility and Connection
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Cultural Pathway
Green Pathway

Cultural Node

Legend
Proposed Main Street
Proposed Residential Street

1
2

At present, community members lack areas where they 
could walk to, gather, and have a sense of belonging 
and connectivity in their community. In response to this, 
we introduce the idea of a Cultural Pathway system that 
connect potential areas which can be developed into 
attractions. The cultural pathways are proposed in major 
roadways connecting existing natural and potential 
gathering areas in the community. 

Saddletowne Circle
Adapted from Indianapolis Cultural Trail, Indiana

1 Cultural Pathways 

Xuhui Runway Park  (Sasaki)

Green Pathways and Trails2

Increase Active Mobility
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Street Murals Street Amenities

Seating, Shelter and Lighting

Green InfrastructureBike Paths & Shared Streets

Indianapolis Cultural Trail, Indiana

Bio swales, High Point, Seattle

Melbourne (Sally Cameron)

Magic Carpet Mural, North Carolina

Shared Active Pathway, NACTO 

Lonsdale Street Boulevard,  Melbourne 
(Sally Cameron)

Lonsdale Street Boulevard,  Melbourne 
(Sally Cameron)

The Cultural Pathways will be designed 
keeping active mobility as a priority 
such that community members have to 
be walkable with the provision of bike 
paths and shared streets, provision of 
way-finding elements and locational 
signages giving the pathways itself a 
sense of place. 

Existing walking trails will also be 
renovated and connected to the cultural 
trail.  

To make them successful, usage will be 
encouraged by adding seating, lighting, 
creating ways of highlighting pathways 
and increasing greenery through tree 
plantation and bioswales. Increasing 
greenery will not only provide shade 
and shelter, but also adds to storm-water 
management and improve the overall 
quality of the neighbourhood.



77

URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

Before

After

• Safe and accessible for all users: 
pedestrians, bycyclists, transit users and 
vehicle drivers

• Re-allocate lane widths to accomodate 
additional functionalities.

• Activate street frontage and make streets 
a destination.

1 Neighbourhood Main Street

Re-Allocation of Lane Widths

2 Residential Boulevard

Incorporate Complete Streets

A well designed street needs to be safe and accessible for all users 
-  pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and vehicle drivers. We propose 
transforming existing streets into complete streets in the communities to 
activate and animate the streets in the neighborhood.  We recommend 
reallocating the street and reducing the lane widths to accommodate 
other functionalities like bike paths, widened sidewalks and turn lanes. 
Reducing lane widths is a proven method in reducing vehicle speed, 
where speeding was one of the concerns heard from community 
members. Turn lanes will also help reduce traffic challenges in the 
community. 

We focus on the complete street transformation to major roads that 
connect the saddletown circle to nearby commercial and residential 
areas which have large potential to become neighbourhood main 
streets or actively used residential boulevards. 
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Complete Streets Transformation - Neighbourhood Main 

After - 80th Street as a Neighbourhood Boulevard 
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Key Map

A

The large 4m lanes are reduced to a minimum standard which will still allow sufficient access to 
vehicles while reducing vehicle speed. These spaces are then used to activate encourage active 
mobility and make vibrant streets with added amenities. 
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Saddletown Circle - After as a Main Street 

3m 4m 4m 4m 4m 1.5m5.5m

4m2m 6.8m3m3m3m3m 2m 2m1m2.5m

B Saddletown Circle Street Before 

Complete Streets Transformation - Neighbourhood Main 

Bike Path/ Shared Pathway
Vehicular Lane
Parcel Area
Retail
Residential

Legend
Green/ Stationary Zone
Side Walk
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After - 80th Street as a Neighbourhood Boulevard 
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Complete Streets Transformation -  Residential Boulevard
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Proposed Main Street

Intersections of Interest

Proposed Residential Street

5-7min Mobility 
Saddletown Station

Future Blue line Station

Legend

Cultural Pathway Link

Multi-Modal Connections

Saddle town station is a huge 
opportunity to incorporate 
principles of transit-oriented 
development and hence - 
multimodal connections.  At 
present the saddle town station 
area is a hub for transit users who 
use the blue line LRT, Bus Rapid 
Transit as well as local bus routes. 
However, the transit hub lacks 
quality infrastructure supporting its 
transit use. Its is also disconnected 
to pedestrians and people who are 
dropped off in the area. And people 
are left with no clear directions to 
move towards nearby amenities in 
the area, hence making wayfinding 
a challenge.

We recommend activating the 
station area to provide a range of 
transportation options like bicycles, 
e-scooters, walking and also 
improve bus infrastructure.
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• Improve Infrastructure for buses and 
active modes of transportations

• Incorporate Bike paths and bike sharing 
options

• Incorporate Micro-mobility options
• Well connected Transit hub and curb 

infrastructure
• Well designed drop off areas 

Saddletown Circle

60
th

 S
t

1

1

1

1

2

3

32

Multi-Modal Connections

Saddletowne Transit Station Area Proposed interventions in the station area to improve multi-modal 
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Incorporating bike 
infrastructure 

Improving Bus Infrastructure and Drop-off 
Areasv

Bike Sharing and Micro Mobility  options1 32

Docked bicycles in Gothenburg, Sweden Neuron E-Scooters in CalgaryKassel-style Transit Curb, San Bernardino, 
(NACTO)

Colored concrete demarcates the stop 
zone, Metroway, Alexandria

Proposed Transit Infrastructure in Saddletowne: 
Bus Shelter and Coloured Stop Zone

Proposed Transit Infrastructure in Saddletowne: Bike 
Shelter and Parking 

Proposed Transit Infrastructure in Saddletowne: Bike 
Paths and Seating

Neuron E-Scooters in Calgary

The bus zone can be highlighted 
with well-designed bus shelters 
and curbside design. Elevated bus 
stop platforms as well as colored 
stop zones help facilitate near 
level boarding and demarcate 
stop zone respectively.

Either side of the transit station can 
incorporate temporary as well as 
long-term parking stations for bikes 
and scooters,  not just for cars. 

It will also include incorporating 
bike lanes and improving pedestrian 
infrastructure around the site with 
the help of well-designed crossings, 
sidewalks, etc.



URBAN DOTS PLANNING + DESIGN

84

21 Curb ExtentionsCurb Radii Reduction 3 Raised Intersection

5 Street Signages

Creative Crosswalks, Sacramento

3 Tactile Paving

4 Surface Treatment

Bulb-Out Intersections, NYC (NACTO) Intersection Design (NACTO) Paleisbrug, Neitherlands (Jannes Linders)

Street Signages, Vancouver (City of 
Vancouver)

Targeting problems of pedestrian accessibility in major areas, we recommend traffic calming 
measures as well as inclusive design of street infrastructure.

A successful way of doing this is by reducing the curb radii and adding curb extensions which 
decrease the walking distance for the pedestrians crossing the streets while slowing the traffic in 
turnings which have been identified as areas where most accidents happen.
The intersections which were identified as major accident spots have been further treated with raised 
intersections which increase pedestrian accessibility and reduce vehicle speed by maintaining the 
level of the sidewalk for pedestrians and adding bumps for vehicles.

Radii of 
conventional 
curb 

Aeriel view of bulb-outs, City of Winston-
Salem (NACTO)

Diagram of reduced curb radii, Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE).
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80th Ave
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Surface Treatment in Crossings

80th Ave - Before Crossing at Saddletowne Station - Before

80th Ave - After Crossing at Saddletowne Station - After

Surface treatment like 
adding colors and 
texture can help clearly 
demarcate crossings or 
expand pedestrian space. 
And Lastly, Street signages 
are an important factor in 
legibility and traffic safety 
- and these signages 
should be increased 
in intersections as well 
as in major pedestrian 
movement areas like the 
Saddle town circle.
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Policy Recommendation: Mobility and Connections

2.1. Encourage Active Mobility and connection to 
site attractions and amenities through Cultural 
Pathway System.  

2.1.1. Establish a Saddletowne Cultural Pathway Guideline 
to help define characteristics of cultural pathways. 

2.1.2. Major roadways connecting existing natural and 
potential gathering areas in the community shall be 
designated as cultural pathways. 

2.1.3. Saddletowne Cultural Pathway shall have a unique 
system identity while allowing variations in in individual 
segments for cultural elements or public art. 

2.1.4. Incorporate sustainable design approaches to add 
greenery with increased tree plantation and bioswales in 
sidewalks and street medians. 

2.1.5. Bike paths widened sidewalks and green areas will 
be added in the pathway system to encourage active 
mobility. 

2.1.5. Pathways should incorporate seating, shelter and 
safety amenities to encourage usage by all ages. 

2.2. Transform major streets in Saddle Ridge and 
Taradale as complete streets to activate street 
fronts. 

2.2.1. Re-allocation of roads shall be encouraged in order to 
incorporate complete streets characters to make it accessible for 
all users: pedestrian, bicyclists, transit users and vehicle drivers. 

2.2.2. Decreasing lane widths will be encouraged in major roads in 
order to reduce traffic speed and allow space for other amenities. 

2.3. Improve transit infrastructure to incorporate multi-modal 
transportation options. 

2.3.1. Saddletowne Transit Station shall incorporate improved 
infrastructure and shelters for buses, bikes and e-scooters. 

2.3.2. Bus and Transit infrastructure may have colored paving to 
demarcate drop off areas and increase legibility to transit users. 

2.4. Increase pedestrian accessibility and introduce 
traffic calming measures 

2.4.1. Curb Radii shall be reduced, and curb extensions shall 
be added as required in intersections to increase pedestrian 
accessibility.  

2.4.2. Raised crossings may be used in intersections that are 
identified as problem areas for pedestrians. 

2.4.3. Pedestrian oriented signages and tactile paving shall be 
incorporated in roads increase accessibility. 
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Section 4.3
Revitalize Public Realm
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Interventions

The observation of the open space typologies and its oppurtunities and constraints led to  different degrees of interventions. 
These interventions were categorized in terms of  its requires revitalization and its potential to create a vibrant public realm. 
The map below shows the open spaces that has long-term design intervention, tactical intervention, amenities improvement 
and nature based design potential. 

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Cultural Path

Legend
Site Boundary

Focus Area

Major Design Intervention

Tactical Design Intervention

Amenities Improvement Areas

Nature Based Design Intervention

Sadlebroook Park

Taralake Parks

Suncity Park

Taralea Park

Martha Heaven Cricket

Saddlecreek Ponds

Manmeet Singh Park

Tarington Woods Park

The first category of open space revitalization  
(orange) are the areas with high potential of 
revitalization and are in proximity to many 
amenities.These open space conceptualizes 
major design interventions to create vibrant 
and relatively busier public realm. The second 
types (light yellow) are the area where tactical 
intervention can be used to activate the 
space and reduce safety issues. Third (olive 
green) are the parks and open spaces which 
needs improvement/addition to their existing 
amenities and last one (darker green) are the 
open space where nature based intervention 
are needed to restore the ecology and 
maintain a broder biodiversity.
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Major Design Interventions

The major design interventions are applicaple in the areas that are 
proximity to other amenities and where there ais more likely for 
maximum perople flow. This intervention will largely contribute in 
creating valuable green spaces with long term masterplanning.

Near the saddle town LRT station, we see 4 nodes 
with potential  major design intervention. One of 
them is the Genesis center. Currently Genesis center 
hold less variety of recreational options and as 
heard from people, they seek for more recreational 
options. This space has a potential to accomodate 
more diverse and Vibrant recreational space. These 
space may inclusde some of the user's interest 
sports like basketball court, Outdoor Squash and 
table tennis. 

Key Map0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

Saddle Town Circle

Four Season Park

Four Season Park

Genesis Center

Wet Land Park 

Genesis Center: Diverse and Vibrant Recreational Spaces 
Julia Reserve Youth Precinct, Australia (AILA Awards and Competitivons, 2020)

1. Basketball Court

2. Squash 3. Table Tennis

Genesis Center

2

4
3

Genesis Centre Plan

Cultural Path

Legend
Site Boundary

Focus Area

Major Design Intervention

0 0.25 0.5 1Km
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Major Design Interventions

2

3

1

Aeriel View of The Hub Garden

Raised Crossing Connection of 
the Green Corridor 

1

Planters and Pavement to Create 
Vibrancy

2

Community Gardens ( Continuity to the 
colour pattern) 

3

Another focus area is the interconnection of the Green corridor, named as "Hub Garden" which will have interventions like 
raised colored crossing, Colourful Planters, Open Commercial along the edge as well as some learning Landscapes near the 
School. With these interventions this space will be able to achieve a distinct character of the space while connecting the two 
corridors through the 80th Ave to make is pedestrian friendly, with improved legibility and sense of continuity. 
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Major Design Interventions
Four Season Park (Nelson Mandela School)
Klyde Warren Park, Dallas (World Atlas, n.d.), Whistler Olympic Plaza (Tourism Whistler,n.d.) Adult Playground : Lawn on D, Boston (Sammons & Mahoney, 2021)        

The Existing View of  Nelson 
Mandela School 

Vision: Four Season Park - Summer Vision: Four Season Park - Winter

Whistler Olympic Plaza
 (Tourism Whistler,n.d.)

Adult Playground : Lawn 
on D, Boston (Sammons & Mahoney, 
2021)

Klyde Warren Park, Dallas
(World Atlas, n.d.)

From the analysis of the open space and from the residents comment it was observed that most of the school playgrounds 
were underutilized.  However, these large spaces posses lot of opportunities to make it a multi-use open space. One of the 
prototype is envisioned as "Four season Park" in the Nelson Mandela School. This open space can have splash parks and 
farmers market during warmer days and skating rink and Christmas lights during colder days.  This will help promote social 
interactions among the people not only during the summers but also during the winter period.  This all year round design 
intervention will encourage active lifestyle while creating a safe and vibrant open space.
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Tactical Interventions
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Commercial Space     

Community Space   

Cultural Path

Legend
Site Boundary

Focus Area

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Tactical Design Intervention

Community Garde ns/ Boulevard Gardens

Tactical Urbanism in a Community Space

Garden Bed with Built-in 
Seating

Wheelchair Accessible 
Table 

Community Space - Play Area
(Dykstra, 2013) Seattle Design Festival, USA

These interventions not only are quicker and cheaper in nature but 
also bring together the people in the community to revitalize their own 
neighborhood.  These interventions allows the  community to reclaim the 
space immediately and redesign. As the community of Saddle town and 
Taradale has multi cultural demographics these interventions can also 
vbe a short term plaza/markets during festivals or events.

Some tactical intervention in the neighborhood scale 
is focused on community gardens and play areas. 
The green corridors can hold community gardens, 
boulevard gardens and recreations along the alley 
way ends. Using these tactical intervention the open 
space can also accommodate all age groups. In 
the prototype mentions here we are envisioning 
Basketball for the youth, Play areas for the children 
and some seating space and community garden for 
Adults and Seniors. This way the existing corridor 
can be used to create parks that accommodate 
needs of all age groups. 
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Tactical Interventions

2

1

3

Tactical Urbanism in a Community Space 1

2

3

Pedesterian Amenities on the Linear Park
(High Loop China)
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Pop Up Plazas
Pop Up Play

Urban Living rooms
Urbhang, Lebanon (Livelicity, n.d.)

Existing View of the Parking Lot

Proposed View of the Parking Lot During Festivals / Events

Tactical Urbanism in a Commercial Space

Tactical Interventions

Tactical interventions on commercial areas can have pop up plazas and can hold a temporary plaza space during some 
functions or festivals. These areas can aslo use concpets like urbhang, which is a concept of creating an outdoor living room 
to activate spaces and commercial space in the neighbourhood. These space will help activate the existing commercial strip 
of Saddle Ridge and activate these spaces for immediate use.
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Amenities Improvement Area

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

0 0.5 10.25
Km

¯

Cultural Path

Legend
Site Boundary

Focus Area
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Public Art 

Station Park    
The Hub Garden

Wetland

TaraleaPark    

The amenities improvement areas are the areas 
where additional facilities like public washroom, 
inclusive play equipment, seatings and tree canopies 
shall be improved.  This can have sensory element 
like musical play instruments in playgrounds to 
make the areas more inclusive and welcoming to 
the users. Additionally these areas can aslo hold 
some offleash dog areas within the parks. 
A major part of this intervention is introducing 
public art as community’s gateways that will help 
the communities to give an identity. These public 
arts should be community scale as shown in the 
examples and be able to reflect the community’s 
culture and diversity. 
Landmarks - Public Art

Recycled Public Art Light Arts

Murals
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Wayfinding

Cultural Pathway Map Signage Locational Identity Signage

Multi-Directional Signage Interactive Signage

Additionally, having signages 
and banners that provides a 
community locational identity, 
improves directional way 
finding  shall be in-cooperated 
in these areas. The signage can 
also be interactive signage that 
can provide much more details 
for one who are curious to learn 
more about the community and 
also provide an online version 
of multi-lingual options for the 
users. 
These signage will also build 
a positive memory about the 
place and contribute to the 
user experience. 

Amenities Improvement Area
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This intervention is basically ecological restoration. 
The ecological restoration process will help  trap and 
prevent undesirable  maximization of habitat and create 
a balanced biodiversity within these natural systems.  
Having a natural system wit rich biodiversity might bring 
a lot of programs like bird watching, plant explorations as 
well as  help reduce the increasing mosquito’s problem 
around the wetlands.  

0 0.5 10.25
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¯

0 0.5 10.25
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¯

Saddle Creek 
Ponds

Taralake Park

Suncity Park

Cultural Path

Legend
Site Boundary

Focus Area

Nature Based Design Intervention

0 0.25 0.5 1Km

Nature - Based Design Solutions

Ecological Mousquito 
management 
(City of Boulder, n.d.)

Birds Watching in Wetlands
(Green works, n.d.)

Increased Tree Canopy : 
Reduced Environmental 
Impact
(Green works, n.d.)

Butter Fly 
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I like the wetlands, they hold 
a  proper biodiversity. I come 
here on weekends to watch 
the birds with my grandson.

I like that the neighbourhood 
parks are inclusive for all 
ages and abilities. My kids 
enjoy the park spaces and 
always have some stuff to be 
engaged. 

I used to prefer playing 
basketball over soccer but 
since the Genesis Center 
built new courts, I like to 
come here every week.

I lived in this neighbouhood 
for 30 years but the new 
farmers market has changed 
our lives. Fresh produce 
shopping is much more fun 
and  accessible.  

The older I get the more 
I forget. The way-finding 
signage has helped me a lot. 
It’s easy to navigate around 
the neighbourhood.

Me and my wife moved to 
this neighbourhood a year 
ago and we had something 
to do all year on the parks 
nearby.

Visitor from 
Neighbourhood

Families

YouthSenior Couple

Wheelchair UserYoung Couple

Envisioned User Experience
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All year- Round Programming

The open areas are aimed to have programs all year round to provide a different set of programming in different seasonal 
condition. The mapping is done as illustrated in the diagram below that ranges from January to December. The diagram is a 
typical  prototype to display  multiple ways to accommodate programming  to activate public realm. But, these programs can 
vary according to the needs and interest of the community members.
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Policy Recommendation: Revitalization of Public Realm

3.1. Application of Various types of intervention to redesign open spaces 
and public realm to encourage usage. 

3.1.1.  Different degrees of interventions, such as major design interventions, tactical 
interventions, amenities interventions, and nature-based design solutions described 
in section 4.3 of this document will be applied to redesign open areas which have 
potential to develop as attractions in the communities.  

3.1.2. Different degrees of interventions shall respond to all year-round programming. 
For example, the public realm should have programs that are applicable for the winter 
season. 

3.1.2. Tactical interventions shall represent to the cultural diversity of the Saddle Ridge 
and Taradale communities. 

3.3. Open spaces directly connected to the cultural path shall utilize their maximum 
potential by integrating with the cultural pathway system in terms of programming.  
For example, the open spaces can accommodate bike rentals, flower shops, food 
trucks, and public art. 

3.4. Wayfinding signage should be integrated throughout the open space networks. 
These signages shall follow a clear graphic protocol that is easily readable and 
interactive. 
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Section 4.4
Special Site - Saddletowne 
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Saddletowne Circle Masterplan

13

45
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Saddletowne Circle
Master Plan 

Saddletowne 

Station Park

Market

Police Service/ Fire 

Plaza

Boston Pizza

Mixed-Use with Courtyard

Main Street (80th Ave)

Bike Path/ Shared Street

Raised Intersection

Traffic Direction

Legend

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Applying the idea of reallocating lanes, we have 
proposed pedestrian-oriented circulation in the 
Saddletowne circle street. 
Street parking is proposed in the lane adjacent to 
the circle which alongside added bike lanes and 
widened sidewalks increase active mobility and 
animates the street front. 
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Saddletowne Circle Interventions

Housing Diversity 
Provide housing choices and 
options to target and meet the 
needs of residents.

Potential for TOD near the 
Saddletowne LRT station and in the 
Saddletowne Circle.

Transit-Oriented Development

 

Proposed Land Use in Saddletowne Circle:

MU-2 Mixed Use -  Active Frontage 
District allowing commercial and 
residential uses at the street level.

M-C2 Multi-Residential - Contextual 
Medium Profile District allowing 3 to 5 
storey apartment buildings.

We adjusted the zone in the circle to accommodate 
more diverse land use and developments. We 
envision retaining the character of the site by keeping 
the existing commercial, but adding residential 
above, which addresses the needs of diverse 
housing, achieved through MU-2 zone. Flexibility 
of development of live-work units, secondary suites 
as well as denser residential developments like 
apartments and fourplexes around the circle will be 
achieved through RC-G, MC-2, MC-G respectively.
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Improved Transit Services and Multi-Modal Connectivity

Pedestrian Oriented Streets - 
Intersection Redesign

Saddletowne Circle and 60th Street

80 th Ave and Saddletowne Circle NEa

b

Saddletowne Circle Interventions

Ease of movement to and from the Saddletowne circle has also been emphasized with 
redesigned intersections discussed previously. 
Interventions in terms of transit infrastructure increase transit experience and colored 
pathways, signages and locational banners welcome pedestrians into varied experiences 
in the Saddletowne circle. 
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Tree Canopies 
with Texture

Public Art 
Showing Diversity 

Kids Play Area: 
Inclusive Play

Saddletowne Gathering Area

Green Buffer from 
Residential Block

Wider Pathways with 
Pavers

Saddletowne Land 
Mark

Identity Markers

Activated 
Frontage

Legible Pathways Towards Station Park

Inclusive AmenitiesPublic WashroomsGreen Buffer Outdoor Patios Inclusive Playground

Saddle town circle has a major potential in terms of public realm revitalization. It Includes major Design Intervention 
on the central park, which here is named as "Station Park". As this park lies in proximity to the Saddle town station and 
on the Culktural path the major interventions are proposed in this park. The Open space on the park will hold a public 
art that can display Multicultural values of the communities. Additionally the existing Parking can hold Pop up Plaza’s 
as discussed as one of the tactical intervention to activate spaces. These open space will help the community give an 
identity and also introduce the community with various way finding signages. 

Saddletowne Circle Interventions
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Policy 
Implementation

Tactical 
Interventions

Policy Updates Short-Term 
Development

Long-Term 
Development

• Public Art Installations

• Public Realm Activations 
    (pop-up installations)

Present 30+ years

• Land-Use Bylaws 
Amendments

• Urban Design Guide-
lines 

• Ecological Restoration 
Guidelines

• Bike Lanes

• Crossings/Intersection 
Improvements 

 
• Amenity Improvements 

(wayfinding, street lights, 
cultural pathway)

• Landmarks (public art)

• Tree Plantations

• Wetland Revitalization
 
• Parks and Open Space 

Development

• Transit Infrastructure
    Improvements
    (bus shelters, bike racks)

• Main Street 
   Development 

• Implementation of Land 
Use Changes for 

   Development 

Scale Budget

To envision the recommended planning strategies, we have a timeline that lists our implementation strategies, with the 
corresponding projects and an estimation of when they can be implemented considering scale and budget. The timeline 
begins with tactical interventions as the strategy that could be completed right away.  We then will move to policy updates, 
short term and long term developments, and finally ending with policy implementation, which would mean developments like 
that of main streets with the implementation of land use changes. 

Implementation Strategy
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Conclusion

The communities of Saddle Ridge and Taradale lack pedestrian-
oriented connection within the community and there is huge 
opportunity to improve mobility infrastructure in the site. 
Our strategy introduces a cultural pathway system within the 
site which connects the potential areas of attraction while 
increasing active mobility and accessibility to community 
members. Saddletowne station poses strong potential for 
Transit-Oriented Development, within the Saddletowne Circle 
as well as surrounding areas, particularly along our proposed 
main streets. 

Our strategy of improving mobility and connections on the 
site involves implementing multimodal transportation options, 
as well as traffic calming measures to address the road and 
speeding concerns expressed by the residents. Our proposed 
land use and housing typologies address the need for housing 
diversity, provide choice and flexibility, and increase density 
while maintaining the existing low-density character of the site. 
Finally, our strategy of revitalizing the public realm involves 
providing the community with programming and placemaking 
opportunities to create a sense of place and identity.  

This document can serve as a guide and framework to create 
places that are vibrant, healthy, resilient, and well-connected in 
the communities of Saddle Ridge and Taradale. 
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