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Course PLAN 630: Advanced Planning Studio
Professor Prof. Francisco Alaniz Uribe

Steering Committee  Asim Baig, SRCA President
Peter Bhullar, SRCA Vice-President
Terri Littau, TCA President
Ben Bailey, Planning, City of Calgary
Maggie Dycke, Neighbourhood Services, City of Calgary
Boris Karn, CivicWorks

Land Acknowledgment The project site is an important and sacred place within Treaty 7 and the fraditional territories of the Niitsitapi from the Blackfoot Confederacy, including the Siksika, Piikani, and
Kainai Nations; the Tyarhe Nakoda of the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley Nations; and the Dene of the Tsuut'ina Nation. Southern Alberta is also home to the Métis Nation of
Alberta, Region 3. The birthplace of the City of Calgary, where the Bow River meets the Elbow River, has long been called Mohkinsstsis by the Blackfoot, as well as Wichispa by
the Nakoda, and Guts'ists'i by Tsuut'ina. Finally, we acknowledge all Nations - Indigenous and non — who live, work and play on this land, and who honour and celebrate this
territory.

The Team Our approach is to ensure all interested parties have the opportunity to be part of the process. We will deliver community based solutions with input directly from the
community and provide a variety of outcomes, grounded in public participation. Our Project Team brings together a diverse group with local and international experience to
deliver comprehensive design solutions for Saddle Ridge and Taradale.

Andrea Rudiger Neal Greywall Sushmitha Tenkasalai



As part of the Final Urban Design Studio within the Master of
Planning Program, Urban Pulse participated in a design
exercise with the communities of Saddle Ridge and Taradale.
The objective of this studio was to work with both community
associations to provide potential urban design interventions
and strategies to solve challenges identified through a
neighbourhood analysis and public engagement session.

PROCESS + PRIORITIES

The process for this exercise involved simulating a Planning
consultant firm that would undertake this design work for the
communities. The first step in the process was to outline the
methodology, timeline, deliverables, and hypothetical budget
for required tasks. Next Urban Pulse performed a
neighbourhood analysis that evaluated existing Cultural
Landscape, Natural Landscape, Urban Morphology, Parks and
Opens Spaces, and Infrastructure. This analysis revealed
challenges and opportunities for design interventions. A public
engagement session was then held to understand the specific
needs of the community. From this session we heard concerns
around lack of gathering spaces, mobility challenges, lack of
community identity, and disconnected opens spaces and
parks.

DESIGN APPROACH

Based on engagement and our analysis, Urban Pulse focused
our design decisions around Mobility, Open Spaces & Parks,
Land Use, and Community Identity. Our interventions were
targeted to achieve five design principles: Connecting the
Community, Celebrating Unique Character, Encouraging
Healthy Living, Promoting Safety, and Fostering Resilience.
Urban Pulse provided a range of funding opportunities and
timelines for implementation of each strategy.

INTERVENTIONS

Community Identity:

Strategies in this topic are Wayfinding and Programming. These
included installing Public Art in strategic locations, providing
new wayfinding via identity signage, and introducing a series of
activations along the Strip Park. Programming opportunities
included passive and active programming through portable
seating, play installations, festivals, and on-going community
events.

Mobility:

Interventions included introducing Complete Streets in a
number of key locations, including traffic calming measures on
residential streets and Tactical Urbanism to bring vibrancy to the
community and encourage walkability.

Parks + Open Spaces:

Strategies in this topic include installing more options for Urban
Furniture, Structures, Stormwater Pond repurposing, realignment
across the community to include Greenways, and Climate
Resilience in the form of reclamation and green infrastructure.

Land Use:
Intensification of the 80th Avenue corridor and redevelopment
of two key commercial spaces were chosen for land use. A
complete redevelopment of Saddletowne Circle which aligns
with principles of Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is central
to diversifying land use within the communities. Additionally,
redevelopment of the commercial area on 80th Avenue was
proposed. These redesigns provide more diversity in
commercial options and improved public realm opportunities,
both central tenants for our land use interventions.
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Saddle Ridge & Taradale are located in the Northeast quadrant
of the City of Calgary. The Project Site includes two
communities with separate community associations that share
similar urban morphological issues. Located directly east of the
Calgary International Airport there are height limiters on a
portion of the development in these neighbourhoods. The site is
characterized by largely low density residential dwelling.
Saddletowne LRT station is located in the heart of these
communities. There is a future planned LRT connection the will
connect directly to the airport. Major Routes into the
communities include Falconridge Blvd and 80th Ave NE. The
eastern edge of Saddle Ridge and Taradale are bordered by
the major freeway of Stoney Trail.
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SCOPE

The scope of this community initiative includes providing urban design recommendations to
improve livability and functionality of the community. Design solutions are presented at a
conceptual level and the scope of this project does not include implementation of specific
solutions. Public engagement sessions will be conducted, feedback synthesized and incorporated
info design solutions by Urban Pulse. Feedback from the steering comittee, comprised of
Professional Planners will direct our project development.

CREATIVE COMMUNITY HUBS

Creating central areas that promote gathering and give residents the ability to embrace their
multi-cultural and multi-generational living situations promotes livability and community connection.

HIGHLIGHT UNIQUE IDENTITY

Enhancing a sense of place by providing place making and wayfinding strategies provides
branding solutions to make Saddle Ridge and Taradale a unique destination within the City of
Calgary and provides a sense of pride for current community members.

MOBILITY

Provide additional transportation options and make the streets safer for residents.
PARKS + OPEN SPACES

Improve Park connectivity through pedestrian boulevards and utilization of recreational spaces
through animation of space.

POP-UP URBANISM

Create opportunities for public participation through seasonal interventions and provide more
public realm opportunities for all times of year. Increase lighting to make residents feel more safe
around their community.



MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Municipal

. Development
Plan 2020
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The Municipal Development Plan (MDP) was updated in
2020 andapproved by council in February 2021. The
MDP consist of three Volumes: MDP Volume 1, MDP
Volume 2, and Calgary Transportation Plan Volume 3.
The MDP provides policies to guide Calgary's future and
existing land use, development, transportation systems,
municipal services and facilities while considering
regional and provincial planning documents, such as
the Calgary Metropolitan Region’s Growth Plan,
Intermunicipal Development Plans, and the South
Saskatchewan Regional Plan. The

overall vision of the MDP is fo become a sustainable,
global city, provide high quality living, adaptable local
economy, and balanced municipal financial system for
current and future Calgarians.

CALGARY TRANSPORTATION PLAN
Calgary Transportation

Plan -2020

Adopted 2009 and updated 2020
Municipal Development Plan - Volume 3

The Calgary Transportation Plan (CTP) is Volume 3 of the
Municipal Development Plan. The MDP Volume 1 and
CTP Volume 3 collaborate to guide all other statutory
and non-statuary documents within the City of Calgary.
The CTP's vision is to develop an integrated, multimodal
transportation system to increase efficient land use,
citizen and community connectivity, and supporting the
local economy. Specific goals of the CITP include
aligning transportation planning and infrastructure
investments, providing safe and affordable mobility for
all, promoting public and passive fransportation as
preferred methods, ensuring effective and efficient
movement of workers and goods, and advancing
environmental sustainability.

SADDLE RIDGE ASP

OFFICE CONSOLIDATION
Onward/ 2018 July

The Saddle Ridge Area Structure Plan (ARP) was
approved in June 1984 and most recently amended in
July 2018. The Saddle Ridge ARP includes the following

neighbourhoods: Saddle Ridge, Taradale, and
Martindale. The ARP seeks to create a complete
community through accessible transportation,
neighbourhood activity centres, community activity
centres, and an industrial employment area. Adjacent
planned land uses include residential and industrial to
the north, as well as airport facilities to the south and
west which are currently in draft. The ARP's outlines
specific constraints within the areq, including: the
Transportation and Utility Corridor, Airport  Vicinity
Special Regulations (Calgary International Airport
Vicinity Special Protection Area, Calgary International
Airport Area Zoning Regulations, Calgary Area Aviation
Master Plan), Sour Gas Facility Setbacks, Abandoned
Wells and Pipelines, and Pipelines.



TOD POLICY GUIDELINES

TRANSIT ORIENTED
DEVELOPMENT
POLICY GUIDELINES

Amended December 2005

The Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Handbook and
Policy Guidelines were adopted by the City of Calgary
in 2004. Transit Oriented Development (TOD) refers to
walkable, high-density, mixed-use dreas centered
around major transportation areas, such as light-rail
train stations and bus-rapid transit stops. Both of these
documents are non-statutory and hold no legal
standing, however should be wused by council,
developers, builders, planners, communities, and

the general public.

ROCKY VIEW COUNTY IDP

Office Consolidation
2012 October 23Moverntar 5

Rocky View County/
City of Calgary

Intermunicipal Development Plan

THE CITY OF CALGARY BYLAW WP2011 - 2012 JANUARY §
ROCKY VIEW COUNTY BYLAW C-T078-2011 - 2012 FEBURARY 28

TThe Rocky View County & City of Calgary
Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP), approved in
2012, creates a collaboration agreement and guiding
policies between each municipal with respect to areas
immediately adjacent to the shared border, referred to
as the Policy Areq, as well as areas not immediately
adjacent to the shared border, referred to as the
Notification Zone. Portions of Saddle Ridge and Tardale
are located within the Policy Area's Interface Planning
area. The key goal of interface planning is to “facilitate
compatible land use transitions across the municipal
boundary” with special consideration fo mitigate
nuisance factors, intermunicipal entranceways, and
transition tools along agricultural interfaces, commercial
and residential interfaces, as well as industrial and
residential interfaces.



The study area includes the entirety of Saddle Ridge, Taradale and the northeastern corner of
Martindale. Saddle Ridge and Taradale are suburban, residential neighbourhoods located within
the northeast quadrant of the City of Calgary. Two major roadways make up the northern and
eastern boundaries: Airport Trail NE and Stoney Trail. Saddle Ridge and Taradale feature low-density
housing, a centrally located community core and recreational centre, Saddletown LRT Station,
multiple schools, and some neighbourhood nodes. Most of the residence within Saddle Ridge and
Taradale area immigrants from the continent of Asia.

Based on the unique location of Saddle Ridge and Taradale, it is fundamental to intfroduce good
urban design and planning practices while acknowledging the suburban nature.
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Throughout the project development process, various stakeholders will be consulted to receive
feedback on proposed design solutions. This provides opportunities to effectively approach the
requirements and desires of everyone involved in the project's development. This process
comprises of identifying, mapping, and prioritizing stakeholders in order to establish the optimal
communication techniques while making the most use of available resources.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS

The community associations are people driven, act as the voice of the community and aim to
ensure a safe, friendly, and welcoming environment for its residents. Collaborating with these
associations will enable us to better communicate with the community and understand their needs.
The project team will work closely with the presidents of both community associations to ensure
community needs are being met through this urban design initiative.

GENESIS CENTRE

This is the only recreational facility for these neighbourhoods. As the central community node for
both Taradale and Saddle Ridge, Genesis cenfre has considerable weight in community
engagement and programming.

OTHER INTERESTED GROUPS

City of Calgary Calgary Transit

Federation for Calgary Communities Calgary Police Service
Calgary Public Library YMCA

Local Developers Churches / Religious Institutions
Business Owners Schools

Dashmesh Culture Centre Youth Centres

11



Methodolog

Introduction

/ + Timeline

JANUARY 09 - 13

PROPOSAL/
WORK PLAN

JAN 16 - FEB 08

ANALYSIS

-The phase focuses on
researching and
developing the findings
from the analysis phase.

- Draft also looks into
different aspects of the
project and a summary of
issues, opportunities and
consfraints

during the initicl CONCEPT TO STEERIN
= community workshop. . . COMMITT
- This final phase is focused
PRESENTATION on developing the final ..-
TO STEERING concepts for & land use =

FEB 11. 2023

®
.9 “DRAFT
o= B CONCEPT+
COMMUNITY MODELING

-This phase looks info the

g
ENGAGEMENT draft ideas for land-use
#

MARCH 20 - APRIL 12

and development
WORKSHOP concept based on the

findings from the previous

phase,
-These concepts address FINAL APRIL 08, 2023 ?ggsuélll%ﬁgrs

the key issues identified

COMMITTEE and development plan
based on the findings from
FERIO%..2022 -y the analysis taking info COMMUNITY

consideration the ENGAGEMENT

feedback received by the

public and the Steering WORKSHOP

Committee,

PRESENTATIO
TO STEERING
COMMITTEE
MARCH 09, 2023

12



ANALYSIS
Environmental Analysis

Urbian Analyss.

Watkabilty Mapping
CONCEPT DESIGN
Create Community Hubs
Unique Intorcity identity
Pop Up Urbanism
Mability
Parks and Urbian Realm
REFINE CONCEPTS
Review Feedback
Refine Concepts
SYNTHESIS & FINAL STRATEGIES
Synthesis & incorporation of Feedback
Final Stratgies & Documentation
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Community Walkabout
Steering Commttes - February 3
Community Open House - February 11
Steering Committee - March 9
‘steering Committee - April 13
Community Open House - April 15

Final Deliverables

20230115
2023-01-19
2003-01-22
2023-01-24

2023-01-20

2023-03-11

2023-03-13

2023-03-23

2023-03-31

antt Chart
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The next step in our methodology was to analysis the existing
framework of the community. We focused our understanding
around four key categories of analysis including Cultural
Landscape, Natural Landscape, Urban Morphology and
Infrastructure. These categories allowed us to understand
complex integrations and relationships which make-up the
neighbourhoods of Saddle Ridge and Taradale.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

An understanding of the demographics, historical timeline of
development, socio-economic status and ethnic makeup of
Saddle Ridge and Taradale as well as how they may differ as
compared fo the rest of Calgary.

NATURAL LANDSCAPE

An understanding of the existing topography, drainage, urban
forest, and climate within the neighbourhoods. This includes any
observations around sun and shadows studies, as well as severe
weather patterns in the area.

URBAN MORPHOLOGY

An analysis of the existing built form including block and parcel
typology, ownership structures, existing zoning, and land use.
Parks & Open Space analysis includes similar understanding of
existing parks and open spaces resources, and how they are
used or not used, including the interconnectivity of these assets.

INFRASTRUCTURE

A high level understanding of Water, drainage and Stormwater
systems in the neighbourhoods. Current & Abandoned pipelines
and Utility Right-of-Way restrictions. Included in this analysis is an
understanding of mobility infrastructure, including existing street
typologies and how it limits or encourages walkability.

Overview
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Cultural Landscape

Demographic

Based on 2016 census data, the population of Saddle Ridge is predicted to increase exponentially
until 2030, stabilizing 2042. Taradale, on the other hand, is anticipated remain relatively
unchanged. The two neighbourhoods are largely comprised of immigrants, most of which are from
the continent of Asia (89%). Punjabi and English are the two most commonly spoken languages. The
Population Distribution for Saddle Ridge and Taradale is split equally between male and female
while the age distribution is mostly concentrated between children and middle aged adults. Single
family dwelling make up the majority of the building types (83%) with an average family size of 3.5
and home ownership at 80%. The average property value is $422,000 CAD.

0% SADDLE RIDGE

ANGE

i =
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o 20%

10% TARADALE

CRIME STATISTICS

Average annual count observed from 2017 to 2022.

£ M m

BREAK & ENTER THEFT FROM/OF A ASSAULT OTHER VIOLENCE
402 VEHICLE (NON-DOMESTIC) (NON-DOMESTIC)
1152 104 154
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(CALGARY - 2.6) (CALGARY - 71%) (CALGARY - 48%)



Historical Timeline

City of Calgary is incorporated as a City in
1894. The land where Saddleridge &
Taradale are currenly established was

divded and sold as plots until the 1960's. Taradale begins

1894 - 1960 to develop
City of Calgary

1962
O O

Blackfoot Territory

Since time immemorial the land was
home to the nomadic Blackfoot
Confederacy, including Siksika, Kainai,
Piikani), the Tsuut'ina, the Tyaxe
Nakoda Nations, the Métis Nation
(Region 3).

Taradale [FREEEEEEE—=  gaddle Ridge
g L Land for Saddle Ridge,

previously acerages, is
annexed by City of Calgary.

Taradale land annexed
by City of Calgary.

18



Cultural Landscape

Historical Timeline

NECCS Founded

North East Centre of Community
Society formed. With the goal of

establishing a central recreation c |ty of Calga ry

and community hub.

on board for
Genesis Centre

Low Density
Development

Low Density
Residential Development
continues into 2000's.

Genesis Centre

Genesis Centre, funded by the community
opens it's doors. Becomes central hub for
the communities and home to YMCA,
Library and Community Services.

19



Cultural Landscape

School Enrolment

School enrolment for most schools in the two communities have experienced exponential increase through the years 2016 to 2021. Schools have been running at capacity, directly associated and
impacted by the large youth demographic. In comparison to older schools, those that are more recent have experienced a higher percentage of growth. Newer schools have been opening up lately
to accommodate the growing population. The schools listed here are all public and under the Calgary Board of Education.

HUGH A. BENNETT

NELSON MANDELA

5: 687
2021: 674

20
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Drainage, Topography, + Severe Weather

DRAINAGE + TOPOGRAPHY

The project site's topography is relatively flat, and drainage of water is directed towards various
stormwater ponds. In addition to water filling stormwater ponds, it is common for litter to end up in
the stormwater ponds as well. Leading to concerns regarding maintenance of ponds. There are
additional implications regarding drainage and topography due to severe weather experienced in
the area.

SEVERE WEATHER

Drainage is a significant consideration due to the neighbourhoods' experiences with severe
weather events, including the hailstorm of 2020, resulting in flash floods and $1.2 billion in damages.
This aspect must be considered in the future as northeast Calgary is a hotspot for hailstorms.
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Urban Forest + Soil

The natural landscape in this area is unique and significant. Based on data review, the urban forest
appears healthy, however our walkabout reveadled a majority of the trees within the
neighbourhood are immature, provide little to no canopy coverage, and add little to the public
realm. Additional information from the Steering Committee reveals the neighbourhoods is subject
to poor soil quality, which is a challenge resulting in continuous re-placement of trees.
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Natural Landscape

Sun + Shadow Study

A shadow study was conducted in a residential
and commercial setting with the intention of
understanding potential future public realm
interventions. The Strip Park and the Saddletowne
Circle node were chosen due to their high
intervention potential through urban re-design or
tactical urbanism.

SPRING 4 PALL

The three times used for equinoxes and summer
solstice are 9AM, 12PM, and é6PM, however due to
shorter winter days, the times used for winter
solstice are 9AM, 12PM, and 4PM.

Buildings in Saddletowne Circle range from one to
four storeys tall. Buildings surrounding the Strip Park
sample are two storeys tall.
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Urban Morpholog

We performed a Functional Analysis on both neighbourhoods and noted some challenges around
vehicle infrastructure, parks, commercial nodes, and recreation opportunities for users.

There were a number of dangerous intersections as indicated by higher collision rates. One-way
traffic flow around Saddletowne Circle was challenging as most of the commercial amenities are
located on the interior of the circle, leading to the nickname 'Saddletowne Speedway'. This caused
congestion, inefficient traffic flow, and high speeds, discouraging residents trying to get to the
amenities in the centre, such as FreshCo.

There is a large proportion of open spaces and parks within the neighbourhood, however they are
not connected very well, lack basic amenities, and often overcrowded.

Two commercial nodes are present, however they are highly vehicle-centric, featuring drive
throughs and parking lots.

An end of the line Light Rail Transit (LRT) Station, Saddletowne Station brings commuters into the
neighbourhood, however upon arrival it is challenging to orient oneself or even find large
landmarks and activity centres, such as Genesis Centre.

Genesis centre is the main recreational node for the community, however it is always busy. Parking
and access are issues because it is used by many from outside of the neighbourhoods. There are no
local or small recreation centres available, therefore all the residents use Genesis as it is the only
option.

27



Urban Morpholog

BLOCK STRUCTURE

Block structure of the neighbourhood consists of Fragmented Grids, Warped Grids and Loops
and Lollipops. Each block structure contributes to fragmented walkability and makes it
challenging for residents to get through their neighbourhocods. Combine with vehicle centric
nature of Saddle Ridge and Taradale, wayfinding on foot in these communities is challenging.

PARCELS + OWNERSHIP

Parcels and Ownership information demonstrate availability of public land in the form of parks
and schools. Due to the existing zoning, many of the parcels are privately owned. Schools and
parks are public institutions, however the use is often limited to school hours and there is an
opportunity to extend the use of these spaces for community activities outside of school hours.

Throughout our site visit we noted many fences at the end of alleys had been kicked in to allow for temporary paths for pedestrians to pass through. This indicates pedestrians have a need for a more
walkable and structured neighbourhood, however the existing block and parcel structure inhibits their movements, and they resort to vanalism of shared property and fences to be able to get

around.

Loops + Lollipops
) Curved Grid
- Fragmented Grid

Grid:
continuous, angled, and
offset blocks

Loops + Lollipops: Large Warped
continuous blocks and

cul-de-sacs turn inwards.

= 375m
N =
Loops & [=> —
Lollipops § ——
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Warped Grid Xé@:
e

]

Fragmented Grid

200 m
D:L
|

Large Fragmented Grid: Grid
layout, offset blocks, and
laneways with barriers
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Urban Morpholog

LAND USE BUILT FORM

Existing Land Use for Saddle Ridge and Taradale are primarily low density residential dwellings. Built form differs from existing Land Use in that it comprises of the the existing structure on the
Land use at the centre of Saddletowne Circle is zoned as commercial and there are instances parcel. While the zoning offers the potential for differing built forms, the built form map below
of institutional buildings including schools. police and fire. Genesis Centre acts as the central demonstrates what currently exist. As demonstrated, homes are largely single family with limited
recreational node within the community. @ pockets of commercial and multi-family residential. (D

- o e e e e S M N R e R EmE ==,

I =4

i >

=

o ———

T

e —————

- -

C-C1
EEC-COR] mEI-O
= C-COR2 R-1

- e W o Em Em e N R R R AN W R Em e e e e

Il C-N1 R-TN
N C-N2 R-15
I C-R] R-2
= DC R-2M
. MU I R-C 1
- -H R-CIN 7
Il M-H2 L R-Cls
IM-1 |R-C2
M2 EERG

B Mm-C1 B R-Gm Recreational Centre

EEM-C2  EES-CS : P ) School

EEM-CG mESR : Single Family: No Lane

MG I S-SPR 1 = @) single Family: Laneway

. M-X S-UN R 4451 e S Single Family: Greenway

W (-2 . 5-C @ Mult-Family: Condo

B -8 I 5-CRI @) Multi-Family: Townhouse

. -C B 5-FUD @ commercial

-G . S-TUC e —

29



Urban Morpholog
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Urban Morpholog
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Urban Morpholog

The parks and open spaces are categorized into five main types:
(D * Neighbourhood Parks
e School Parks
P ey fovtiy hts e e Stormwater Parks
=i ) “ 113 £ l L « Strip Park
_..!ﬁ iy ety }‘ i N e Genesis Centre
: 'I :ﬁ"--l @“‘J' “
I N . gum1 l‘:‘"‘?-'/ Sn LN
1 ---!-!-' L = : {_I : trﬁ({; = The majority of these open spaces are medium fo large open green spaces. However, have been
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PARCEL +TYPE

SAMPLE

TED HARRISON SCHOOL

School parks are located on the
same parcel as existing schools.
They are currently only used
during daytime hours and take up
large portions of land within the
community. School parks have the
potential to be wused for
community gathering and other
events during non-school hours

_____SADDLEMONT PLAYGROUND — —

Neighbourhood parks have «a
dedicated recreational space for
users. The neighbourhood parks in
Saddle Ridge and Taradale have
limited seating and poor options
for multi-generational households
to use these spaces.

GENESIS CENTRE

- GENESIS CENTRE

The Genesis Centre features a
large soccer field which is mostly
used in summer months. Genesis
Centre is adjacent to Nelson
Mandela high school.
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Urban Morpholog

SUN CITY PARK

Stormwater Parks are defined by
their inclusion of a stormwater
pond. Stormwater ponds are
often surrounded by green space.
These park present specific
pedestrian challenges around
safety and cleanliness. These are
high potential intervention
locations.

STRIP PARK

/<

ADJ. TO TARADALE SCHOOL
The Utility Right-Of-Way (ROW) has
created a community long Strip
Park. This longitudinal open space
is open to pedestrians, however is
currently under utilized due to lack
of programming, light, seating,
etc.
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Infrastructure

Infrastructure

WATER, DRAINAGE, + STORMWATER UTILITY ROW + CELLULAR TOWERS CURRENT + ABANDONED PIPELINES
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Water Main Lines are well connected throughout the There are a number of cellular towers inside and within proximity The site was inifially home to sour gas wellsites and pipelines

neighbourhood. Stormwater Ponds catch and filter rain fall, of the project area. which present a unique constraint. Additionally, there are active

runoff, and snow melt. infrastructure pipelines along the north and east periphery of
Saddle Ridge and Taradale.
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Infrastructure

Mobility

Active Transportation
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Mobility infrastructure in the project area is abundant, however has several gaps. Currently, 77% of
residents’ prefer driving as their main transportation method, 19% use public transportation, and 4%
walk or cycle. Pedestrian connectivity within the community is plagued by the lack of sidewalks
along residential streets. Furthermore, there are a number of issues with respect to the pedestrian

experience, including:

- o o

VEHICLE-
CENTRIC

W] 1

il

LACK OF
WAYFINDING
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LACK OF
SEATING

NARROW
SIDEWALKS

NO OR POOR
CONNECTIVITY

LACK &1
LIGHTING



Mobility

Infrastructure

Walkability analyses were completed for six locations to gain and practical understanding of how
current mobility infrastructure impacted pedestrian connectivity. These maps illustrate the potential
walkability of 400-metres versus 400-metre walkable redlity. 400-metres was used because it takes
the average person 10-minutes to walk this distance. These walkability maps verify poor pedestrian
connectivity due to blockades, such as major roads, lack of crosswalks, and sound barriers.
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Infrastructure

Mobility

Walkabilit

NEIGHBOURHOOD NODE ~ NEIGHBOURHOOD NODE NEIGHBOURHOOD NODE RESIDENTIAL CONTEXT |

SAVANNABAZAAR e EALCONRIDGE BLVD NE. 80TH AVENUE NE " TED HARRISON SCHOOL
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Infrastructure

Public transportation from the neighbourhood is fairly well connected regionally, to employment
areas, and across the community itself with plenty of bus stops. Furthermore, the neighbourhood
has a west-east connection due to the Orange MAX BRT. However, frequency of public
transportation routes range from less than 15 minutes to more than 45 minutes, reducing
convenience of the service. Additionally, trips can take up to six times longer than driving.

REGIONAL
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Public Transportation

Frequency
Bus Stops
< 15 minutes
15 - 25 minutes
) 25 - 45 minutes
+45 < minutes




Infrastructure

Mobility

Vehicle Infrastructure

TRAVEL TIMES

Upon fravel times analysis we begin to unravel the vehicle-oriented nature of Saddle Ridge +
Taradale. 2016 census data tells us the average commute for ~40% of people is 15-30 minutes

COLLISIONS

one way. This map illustrates driving rings.

Airdrie: 30 minutes

Balzac: 17 minutes |

P.L Hospital: 15 minutes-

Nose Hill Park: 20 minutes
University of Calgary: 23 minutes
SAIT: 25 minutes

Downtown Calgary: 23 minutes

The vehicle-oriented nature of the neighbourhoods causes clear issues with respect to safety. As
illustrated here, most major intersections in the project area are hotspots for vehicle collisions,
and there are vehicle-pedestrian collisions ’rhroughouf the ne_ighbourhoods.

» Collisions with Vehicles
@ colisions Hotspots
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Infrastructure

Mobility

Vehicle Infrastructure

Five Street Typologies existing within the project site:

1.Arterial Road (One-way)
2.Arterial Road (Two-way)
3.Collector Road
4.Residential Road
5.Laneway

Saddletowne Circle, nicknamed the Saddletowne Speedway by residents, is the one-way arterial
road. Saddletowne Circle is prone to traffic congestion, speeding, and collisions. The intersections
of this circle and connecting two-way arterial roads (60th Street NE, 80th Avenue NE, and
Falconridge Boulevard NE) are dangerous for pedestrians and vehicles due to extra wide lanes and
lengthy crosswalks. The two-way arterial roads are fragment Saddle Ridge and Taradale.
Furthermore, they are often lined with sound barriers, further reducing connectivity and damaging
street character. Collector and residential roads are two-way one lane streets with parking on
either side. As previously mentioned, these road alternate between having parallel sidewalks and
single-sided sidewalk. A number of laneways lead to the Strip Park and are separated via fencing.
Many fences have been broken down by residents to access the Strip Park.

-

o
-.:-_—7-_-"-

While the existing vehicle infrastructure presents major challenges, they also offer high potential for
intervention. Both arterial and collector roads have high potential to transform into complete
streets, enhancing walkability, wayfinding, and street character. The interface between laneways
and the Strip Park can be transformed through tactical urbanism.

Arterial Road (One-way)
Arterial Road (Two-way)
Collector Road

Residential Road
Laneway
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Infrastructure

Street Typology
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Street Typology
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After completing an inifital analysis of the neighbourhood we paricipated in a Public Open House
at the Genesis Centre on February 11 2023, from 2:00-4:00pm. Public and Community members
were invited to share their input and ideas for areas their community could be improved. In groups
of 2-4 students engaged with the community to record their input and understand what some of
the challenges are with the neighbourhood. Key themes included:

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Poor Maintenance of Trees

Stormwater Ponds are poorly maintained
Women do not feel safe walking around
Trouble finding way around

No flowers or shrubs

URBAN MORPHOLOGY

Lack of Gathering Spaces

Houses too close together

Lack of Seating

Lack of Lighting

Interest in Diversity of Commercial spaces

MOBILITY

Lack of Parking

iy W RESTSES L v 7 i . Speeding

Crosswalks needed Ll SRS ‘ o fAL 5 s W EA e M | Road Maintenance is Poor
b e 1 o= e s e ' : Bus Stops are vandalized

Highiigh Utilized

Too dirty-
Needs Maintenace

Lighting Needed g ; 4jhAvenue NE

F plan 630 . winter 2023, neighbourhood study
' UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY
! SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE,
PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE

E
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Based on feedback received from the first open house and advice from the Steering Committee,
Urban Pulse developed and refined design concepts around Community Identity, Open Spaces &
Parks, Land Use and Mobility Infrastructure. A final open house was held on Saturday April 8th 2023,
from 2:00-4:00pm at the Genesis Centre. Public and Community members were invited to share
their thoughts on the design interventions presented by each group of 3 students. In addition to
creating specific poster style engagement materials for the Open House, students collaboratively
created a 3.5m x 3.5 model of the communities of Saddle Ridge an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>