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OPINION

Calgary must control life on the edge

Boundaries have effect on people

BEV SANDALACK AND JIM DEWALD
FORrR THE CALGARY HERALD

about the idea of legibility in
city form — that is, the ease
with which we can “read” the city.

We mentioned the late Ameri-
can urbanist Kevin Lynch, author
of the book, Image of the City,
which talks about how users per-
ceive and organize spatial infor-
mation as they navigate through
cities.

He demonstrated that
people tend to create a
mental map of a place,
neighbourhood, or city in
order to make sense of an
environment and to de-
velop a picture of its
structure and identity.

This is important in
wayfinding, and also in
developing a sense of be-
longing to a place.

When we have trouble
constructing that mental
map — when we can’t
quite figure out an envi-
ronment — we become
frustrated and more
likely to form a negative
opinion about the place.

Lynch believed that the
city image/mental map
was composed of five el-
ements — paths, edges,
districts, nodes and land-
marks.

When these elements work to-
gether, they give citizens a greater
likelihood of being able to form
that positive mental map.

One of our previous articles was
about paths; this one will talk
about edges.

Edges can be:

M the boundaries between
places (the Bow River is the north
edge of the downtown, separating
it from the Sunnyside residential
area);

M breaks in a pattern (where the
early street grid changes to the
post-Second World War street pat-
tern of drives, crescents and cul-
de-sacs);

M articulation points,

I n arecent article, we talked
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out or in.

A chain link fence is usually a
clumsy way to mark an edge.

How edges are penetrated is a
key element of urban design. Are
connections across edges welcom-
ing, or do they cause viewers to
turn-away?

Do connections evoke a sense of
inclusiveness or exclusiveness?

Are the aesthetic and emotional
attributes of connections consis-
tent with other urban design ele-
ments of the surrounding dis-
tricts?

In Calgary, the Bow
River divides the down-
town from the Sunnyside
district, and the Louise
Bridge provides a decid-
edly inviting link be-
tween the two distinct
districts.

On the other hand, the
Centre Street Bridge is
less pedestrian-friendly
on the north side — more
suitable for goat trails
and Olympic level cross-
country runners than the
| touristy pedestrian.
|  Think of the north-
bound walk on a cold,
dark, winter evening.
The Louise Bridge cross-
ing provides hints of
warm refuge, while the
Centre Street Bridge
seems more ominous and
colder than the north wind.

In some situations, exclusive-
ness is the intended message.

For instance, castles and walled
cities had moats to protect their
inhabitants from known enemies.

Curiously, in today’s free society,
there are some who feel a similar
need to keep out the “undesir-
ables” from exclusive districts.

For instance, walled communi-
ties continue to sprout up in parts
of the United States as a response
to fears of terrorism and crime.

Scientifically, crime prevention
through environmental design
(CPTED) is a burgeoning field of
research that considers two polar-

ized approaches — crime
prevention through hard
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Edges happen at vari- o the shift should be to
ous scales. They can de- more inclusive ap-
lineate where we enter or proaches of connecting
leave the city — where we are in- edges.

side the urban area or the country-
side.

They can let us know where we
are entering into a certain neigh-
bourhood, or even a certain street.

Entry features, changes in sig-
nage, and gateways are tools that
can emphasize this edge.

Fences can also be ways to mark
an edge, and they seem to work
best when they reinforce what the
layout or design was already do-
ing, and are most intrusive if they
are all that is used to keep people
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One of the characteristics of
new communities developed in
the 1980s and 1990s was to use
faux gates in order to establish an
exclusive enclave, falsely creating
edges where only the privileged
may cross over to a better life.

This was a marketing strategy,
but the confusing social under-
tones become a lasting legacy.

Fortunately, community entries
have more recently become fo-
cused on a softer approach that
sends a message of inclusion over
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Photos courtesy, Jim Dewald and Bev Sandalack
People tend to to create mental maps of a place, such as Mount Royal Village in Calgary, above.

Do suburban streets, such as this one, promote a feeling of inclusiveness, or exclusiveness?

exclusion, diversity over segrega-
tion, and positive over negative.

Edges can also be the linings of
streets, showing where the public
space ends and the private space
begins.

This is an important part of ur-
ban legibility.

Think about this when you walk
down any street: is it clear where
space is public — that is, where all
citizens can be, and where space is
more private and controlled?

Does it make sense? Can you see
clearly by the design of the area
where you should go, and where
you should only be if you are a res-
ident or employee?

Edges can also be created by
buildings.

There is a sense of enclosure
that can be formed by a continu-
ous edge of buildings close
enough to the sidewalk to
create what is sometimes

This water feature is an example of how boundaries can help shape a community.
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« from 1669 - 2154 sq. ft.

¢ 3 Bedroom, 2-storey, semi-attached homes
 Island kitchens w/walk in pantry
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« Rear sundecks w/vinyl decking

« Mountain views and walk-outs available

» Yard Maintenance Service
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called a “street wall.”

This can be seen on Calgary’s fa-
vorite pedestrian streets, such as
Kensington Avenue, 1oth Street
NW, 17th Avenue SW,, oth Avenue
in Inglewood, and 11th Street SW.

But it can only be observed in
parts of them because there are
plenty of things that can go wrong.

On the best streets, buildings
form a permeable edge: there are
stores, businesses and offices
where people, coffee, drinks and
other goods go in and out, enliven-
ing the streetscape.

Where the edge isn’t permeable
— for example where there is a
blank wall or a big box-like struc-
ture with only one entry — the
quality is quite different, and peo-
ple tend to stay away.

Edges are a key consideration in
effective urban design, and it is in-
cumbent on design professionals
and developers to consider the
legibility of edge treatments when
adding their projects to the inclu-
sive fabric of Calgary’s urban land-

scape.
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