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OPINION

Strange priorities rule C-Irain decisions

transit, one might think that we would be
thrilled about the recent push to extend Cal-

gary’s C-Train to the west.

e have written many times
S }‘ ; in this space about the
need for more investment

into Calgary’s transit system.

Our comparisons have been with
the great cities of the world, includ-
ing discussions about international
ratings by services such as Mercer
Consulting and the Economist In-
telligence Unit.

From our perspective, Calgary
needs to look internationally for
benchmarking because the North
American model is mired in the
dominance of freeway and sprawl
patterns of growth.

There are some exceptions, such
as Portland, Ore., and New York,
but most North American cities
have developed at such low densi-
ties, and with such a focus on road
building, that travelling by public
transit is downright inconvenient.

So with all of our cries for more
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® SWIFT CREEK ESTATES (5W)
2 lots available, 2.0 acres sach, lots § 26 & & 59

® STONEPINE (5W)

Model Home in progress - approx 2,800 sq ft on main.
¢/w 2,600 sq ft finished walkout. One of last
properties available in this amazing community!

® HAWKS LANDING at Priddis{off 22x West)
Model Home in progress = approx.2,400sq ft on main,
cfw 2,000 sq ft finished walkout, amazing mountain
and valley views, available for January 2008 possession

® PINEHURST (South of Calgary by Heritage Point)
Last lot available in this axclusive community, .75 acre

For information call

651-1441

www.wolfcustomhomes.ca

Sports...
enough to keep you happy and healthy year round.

+ year-round programming of fitness, sports, arts & crafts
* hockey rink & water park
+ tennis, basketball and volleyball courts

.now that's an upgrade!

Welcome to the Club!
New Brighton 257-3915

Hours:
Mon-Thu 2-8 pm
Fri-Sun & Holidays 12-5 pm

Auburn Bay
Single family homes starting from the mid $300’s

AA640660

Make a smart investment even better by keeping your mind and body fit at the New Brighton Residents’ Club:

www.heartland-homes.com
OTHER HEARTLAND PROJECTS

Expanding the C-Train is a must-
do, but why are we going west?

Quite simply, the big question is
where does it go?

An effective transit network is
not single purpose, bringing people
from the outskirts into the core.

To be an effective transit system,
there should be demand in both di-
rections at all times, which means
linking major employment districts
at multiple points throughout the
full network.

While the three current legs of
the C-Train converge on Calgary’s
largest employment district, the
downtown core, each leg also con-
nects to other significant employ-
ment areas.

For instance, the northwest leg
connects to Calgary’s second
largest employer, the University of
Calgary, along with stops at McMa-
hon Stadium, SAIT and the Alberta
College of Art and Design (ACAD),

and is reasonably close to the
Foothills Medical Centre.

In addition to the employment
connection, the northwest LRT also
provides convenient transit for the
tens of thousands of students who
daily attend U of C, SAIT, and
ACAD.

The northeast leg connects the
Westwinds Business Park, the Peter
Lougheed Hospital Centre, and nu-
merous shopping centres that func-
tion as employment areas along 36th
Street.

The south leg connects the thriv-
ing south business parks in Midna-
pore and Sundance, adjacent to
MacLeod Trail, and stops at the
Saddledome and Stampede enter-
tainment/cultural/convention
district.

It is also important to note that the
C-Train, in every direction, also in-
cludes missed opportunities and un-
fulfilled promise.

For example, the northwest leg of
the C-Train was intended to serve a
high density commercial hub at
Crowfoot Centre.
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Calgary Herald Archive
Morning commuters wait for the C-Train to arrive at the Olympic Plaza Station.

mini-downtown visions were replaced with
acres of paved parking lots (as songwriter
Joni Mitchell would say, we paved paradise).

The opportunities for redevelopment of
these areas will be left for a future article,
but what we want to focus on here is deter-
mining the most effective route for future
extensions.

The options for ongoing extensions are
north centre, southeast, and west.

SEE PRIORITIES, PAGEI9

However, the area was developed instead
as a confusing collection of big-box stores
and parking lots.

Similarly, the south leg, developed after
the Crowfoot mistake should have been
noted, was intended to feed employment in
Shawnessy Towne Centre.

However, political pressure allowed this
prime real estate to be under-developed to
sprawling big-box retail development in-
stead.

In both of these cases, potentially vibrant
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Let us build you a custom home.
® Calgary's Last Gated Community

® Maintenance Free Single Family Living
® Spectacular mountian view Estate Lots

© 20 Minutes to Downtown
LEGEND

© Bungalows Starting from
$1.4 Million
DEVELOFMEMTS LTEL

Exclusive Builder in
Spring Valley Lane

working.com
What do you want to do?

Sales Centre:
Just off 77th Street and 34 Avenue SW

Your exclusive P © ming
¢ round activities prog
- fun and fine

Al Modetti

123 New Brighton Dr. esst

_-_ét;ningfroﬁ the-mid

*300’s

incl. base lot & GST

Heartland

HOMES

Eden Side by Side Homes

Starting from the low $300’s

AA638487

: Search anytime.
L] AAG48493 ]
f WESTMERE \ ‘
at Chestermere Lake

drivingca
QUICK POSSESSIONS AVAILABLE
3 « from 1669 - 2154 sq. ft.

Accelerate your car buying
* 3 Bedroom, 2-storey, semi-attached homes
« Island kitchens w/walk in pantry
« Master Bdrms w/ensuite and walk-in closet
* Rear sundecks w/vinyl decking
« Mountain views and walk-outs available
« Yard Maintenance Service

drivingca

Accelerate your car buying

driving.ca

Accelerate your car buying

For details contact Melinda at 235-0660 or
visit our Show Home at 100 Springmere Grove

oy

Starting at $409,900 (incl

REeID Buit HOMES

NASTER BUILDER reidbuilthomes.com
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... 32 PAGES of why Calgary’s neighbouring communities are attracting new residents.
Check out the advantages of life in Airdrie, Langdon, Okotoks, Black Diamond,
Cochrane and High River.
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COMING TUESDAY IN YOUR CALGARY HERALD...

DON’'T MISS IT!




