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T here are two basic ways to
address city growth: the
supply-side way or the
smart way.

Let’s compare
these two approaches.

The goal of the supply-
side approach is to build in-
frastructure (roads and ser-
vices) ahead of demand,
creating options for citizens
to move freely through the
city with limited delay. 

To the average citizen, this
is appealing because no one
wants to sit in traffic longer
than they have to. 

More than anything, peo-
ple hate being caught in
congested roads, whether
they are going to work, dri-
ving the kids to school, go-
ing shopping, or going to the
theatre. 

They want politicians to
“do something,” and the
most logical something is to
build more roads to allow
more free-flow travel.

However, advocates of
smart growth counter that freeways
serve to isolate even more all the daily
activities as jobs, schools, shops and
entertainment become spaced further
and further apart. 

This only exacerbates the problem
further. Consider what has happened
to retail in most North American
cities. Big box retailers focus on fewer
stores located on major freeways. 

They are able to cut their costs be-
cause they operate on a larger scale,

serving more customers
from one location that com-
bines retail and ware-
house/storage operations.

Customers are able to
concentrate on one central
location because, and only
because, our taxes pay for
freeways that allow us to
travel to one location. 

Big box retailers benefit,
more or less receiving a sub-
sidy from the taxpayer in
the form of free transporta-
tion access for all cus-
tomers. 

The local community
shop owner, who is not lo-
cated on a freeway, does not
have the economies of scale
to build a big box, and there-
fore cannot match the
prices of big box retailers. 

Everyone likes to save
money, but in fact we are
paying for these supposed

savings with our tax dollars, while
killing the viability of the local shop. 

Also, how do the poor of our city,
who do not have their own vehicles,
benefit from this subsidization?

Smart growth focuses on the time-
tested principle of mixing uses in
neighbourhoods so that they service
as many of our needs as possible, re-
ducing the time we sit in traffic by
eliminating the very need to get into a
car.

Smart growth is a natural opportu-
nity when combined with today’s
technological gizmos that allow us to
work anywhere. 

Look around and you will notice
that wherever people are, work is be-
ing done on cell phones, coffee shop
meetings, BlackBerries, pocket PCs,
wireless laptop networks, and so on.

These actions could happen in your
neighbourhood just as easily as on a
downtown street, 17th Avenue, or in
Kensington.

Smart growth proponents argue
that we would be better off to centre
our lives on our neighbourhoods, in
order to both enrich the vitality of our
neighbourhoods and minimize our
unproductive time sitting in traffic.

The City of Calgary practices both
smart and supply-side growth princi-
ples.  Smart growth was applied to our
downtown by deciding
not to go ahead with the
freeways that had been
planned to provide  di-
rect access into down-
town. 

In the city’s recent
10-year review of this
smart approach, it

was noted that if the city followed a
supply-side approach, another 19
lanes of traffic, or four new Centre
Street bridges would be required to
support new job growth in downtown.

Instead, people have changed their
patterns of travel, driving in off-peak
periods and using alternatives such as
transit, cycling, and walking. 

The results save tax money for all
Calgarians, provide more healthy al-
ternatives for commuters, and create
market incentives for residential ex-
pansion in and around the downtown.
In a downtown setting, no question,
smart growth works.

An example of supply-side growth
in Calgary is the expansion of free-
ways in all quadrants of our city. Do
they work? 

Well, Statistics Canada recently re-
ported that only one major city in
Canada has had a reduction in daily
commute time. Vancouver is the only
city that fully abandoned supply-side
growth by not building new freeways
and bridges, and the result was re-
duced commute times. 

While supply-side approaches pro-
vide a convenient

bravado for politicians (“we’re doing
something”) they don’t solve growth-
related problems. 

In fact, they just make matters
worse. Further, it costs taxpayers con-
siderably more to follow a supply-side
agenda.

Doesn’t sound too smart.
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Imagine living in a place where the stress and pressures of everyday life disappear the moment you breathe 

in the air. A rare place filled with bright, sunny prairie space and silence so complete you’ll forget you’re just 

thirty minutes away from downtown Calgary. Gorgeous two-acre estate lots priced from $375,000, close 

to the Elbow River, all with million dollar views. Year-round outdoor recreational pastimes abound. So take 

a breath and experience Swift Creek for yourself. Your space is waiting.

just breathe.
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