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I f you Google ‘cars and the envi-
ronment’, about 32 million re-
sults are returned. 

Indeed, many people
are concerned — well,
frankly, mad as hell —
about the impact that car
emissions are having on
our environment. 

This concern is height-
ened because most North
American cities continue
to build more and more
freeways, which only en-
courages sprawl patterns
of growth. 

At the same time, others
argue that vehicle emis-
sions will not be the
downfall of our society,
and that we should con-
tinue with our patterns of
sprawl growth in pursuit
of free travel choices for
all individuals. 

These proponents ei-
ther contend that global
warming is fictitious or
that human brilliance will
invent a solution to solve our envi-
ronmental woes. 

We’ll withhold our opinion, but
either way, truthfully no one can be
completely sure what the future
holds.

However, one thing that is ab-
solutely certain is that major roads
or freeways can have a devastating
impact on the public realm and so-
cial character of a community.

City form and quality has always
been closely tied to transportation
methods — from the first location
of the railway
station and rail-
way line that in-
fluenced the loca-
tion of the down-
town as well as
the warehouse
district; to the
denser neigh-
bourhoods and
commercial
streets that grew
up around these
fixed routes of
the street-cars;
to the post-war
suburbs that
were made pos-
sible by the new
reliance on pri-
vate cars coupled
with the empha-
sis on road build-
ing; to today’s
coarser urban
grain created by
freeways and

large sector development. 
Although it might seem as if we

are on a one-way street to even
more dependency on the car, con-
sider this example of how the pub-
lic realm was saved or possibly en-

hanced in the face of pos-
sible destruction. 

Recently, the City of
Calgary completed a 10-
year review of the Calgary
Transportation Plan. 

Among the more inter-
esting findings, the report
notes that over the past 10
years the job growth in
downtown nearly dou-
bled city expectations, yet
no new roads were built
to service the downtown. 

Instead, commuters are
voluntarily making alter-
native choices such as
walking, cycling, transit,
and simply avoiding peak
hours. 

Without these behav-
ioural changes, the report
determined that the city
would have required an
additional 19 lanes of traf-
fic, or four additional

Centre Street Bridges to service the
growth. 

Yes, nineteen lanes.
Engage your imagination and pic-

ture what would happen to Kens-
ington with another six or so lanes
of traffic down 10th Street. 

Imagine Centre Street or 9th Av-
enue through Inglewood with an-
other six or eight lanes. 

No doubt for you, as for us, this is
incomprehensible. 

Some of our city’s most precious
shopping, walking, meeting, dining,
and entertainment districts would
simply be devastated. 

Why were they saved? Through
simple voluntary be-
havioural choices of un-
named
everyday he-
roes — peo-
ple who
contribute
to our
downtown
vitality
without compromis-
ing the quality of the
adjacent neighbour-
hoods. 

Now, consider the
awesome power that
all 956,000 Calgari-
ans have through
our collective be-
havioural choices. 

If Calgarians can
choose, during this period of un-

precedented growth, to save the
unique character areas around 10th

Street N.W., Centre Street N., and
9th Avenue S.E., why stop there? 

Think of the impact that some
concentrated effort would have on
some of the other threatened im-
portant areas in our city.

For instance, would the city really
come to a standstill if 11th and 12th
Avenues S.W. were made more peo-
ple friendly?

Could the lessons of downtown
growth without the need
for destructive and ex-
pensive major roads pro-
vide guidance for new de-
velopment in suburban
locations?

Maybe we can get by
without major di-

vided roadway entrances into
each and every new commu-
nity?

Indeed, fewer lanes and less
space devoted to costly traffic
infrastructure would be a
more efficient use of taxpay-
ers’ money as it would surely
reduce operating and main-
tenance costs. 

We are sure that there is a
better way — a way that
saves taxpayer money, that
includes streets with beauty,

charm, and character (rather than
just roads for traffic), and enhances
the public realm by taking back the
streets to serve their multiple pur-
poses of circulation, transportation,
commerce, socialization and cul-
ture, rather than the single purpose
of traffic movement.

Let’s learn from the results of our
downtown growth that allows vehi-
cles to participate without ceding to
their domination. 

Let’s find the middle road (please
pardon the pun).
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Major roads can have a big impact on the public realm and social character of a community.

A jogger uses the the bike path along the Bow River near Fort Calgary.

The following is a list of some
organizations that new home
owners may find useful. Web-
sites are in parentheses:

! Accessible Housing 
Society — 282-1872; e-mail
info@ahscalgary.ca 
(www.ahscalgary.ca).

! Alberta Home Builders’
Association — 1-780-424-
5890, or 1-800-661-3348;
(www.ahba.ca/).

! Alberta One Call — for the
location of buried lines and
utilities, 1-800-242-3447;
(www.alberta1call.com).

! Calgary Region Home
Builders’ Association — 235-
1911; (www.crhba.com).

! Calgary Transit — 262-
1000; hard of hearing, 268-
8087; (www.calgary
transit.com).

! Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corp. — 515-3000;
(www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/).

! City of Calgary — main
switchboard, 268-2111;
(www.calgary.ca).

! Enmax — 310-2010;
(www.enmax.com).

! Federation of Calgary Com-
munities — 244-4111; (www.
calgarycommunities.com).

! National Home Warranty
— Calgary office, 278-5665,
toll-free  1-888-776-7707;
(www.nationalhome
warranty.com).

! Professional Home
Builders Institute of Alberta
— 216-8310 in Calgary, or 1-
888-325-9999.
(www.phbia.com)

! The Alberta New Home
Warranty Program — Cal-
gary office, 253-3636;
(www.anhwp.com).

! TransAlta Utilities — 1-
800-667-2345.

! Urban Development 
Institute — 531-6250
(www.udicalgary.com).
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