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CROWSNEST PASS

VISION + DESIGN 
APPLICATIONS
PROJECT APPROACH

H S 2  P L A N N I N G 

G R O U P

A P R I L  2 0 2 1

D A R B Y - M A R I E  H E N S H A W
M I T C H E L L  S T Y K A L O

N A T H A N  S T E L F O X

REVITALIZE THE HISTORIC TOWN CENTERS AND DIVERSIFY 
HOUSING TO BRING NEW LIFE INTO THE COMMUNITIES

CONNECT PEOPLE THROUGH A MULTI-MODAL 
TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

ATTRACT PEOPLE THROUGH LEVERAGING SPATIAL, 
HISTORICAL, AND ENVIRONMENT FEATURES

3.
 C

OM
M

UNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 
 

 

 

M
AR 22 - APR 23

 
 

 

 

FEB 25 - MAR 12

 
 

 

 

FEB 12 - FEB 23

 
 

 

 

JAN
 18 - FEB 23

 
 

 

 

JAN
 11 - JAN 15

2.
 S

IT
E 

AN

ALYSIS 

Guided Site Visit
Environment Flows & Features
Historical Timeline & Events
Land Use & Function
Infrastructure
Housing & Building Typology
Public Realm Inventory
Socio-demographic
Community Analysis Report
Analysis Presentation

01/29/21

02/11/21

02/23/21

Community Online Workshop
Summary Findings
Community Mapping
SWOT Analysis
What We Heard Report

02/22/21

4.
 D

RA
FT

 D

ESIGN CONCEPT

Land Use & Development
Sense of Place & Historic Integration
Community & Green Space
Structure Redevelopment
Mobility
Guided Site Visit 
Steering Committee Presentation 03/12/21

5.
 F

IN
AL

 D

ESIGN CONCEPT 

Adjust & Finalize Design Concept
Final Presentation
Presentation to Council
Submit Final Documents
Final Open House

04/12/21

04/20/21

04/23/21

04/23/21

1.
 P

RO
JE

CT PLANNING 

Study Area Base Maps
Photo Inventory
Legal Framework Review
Identify Key Stakeholders
Project Timeline & Budget
Project Proposal & Timeline 01/15/21 03/05/21

S I T E  C O N T E X TD E S I G N  I N T E R V E N T I O N  O V E R V I E W 

L A N D  U S E

L A N D  U S E

L A N D  U S E

W A Y F I N D I N G

M O B I L I T Y

M O B I L I T Y

O P E N  S PA C E

O P E N  S PA C E

O P E N  S PA C E

T O W N  C E N T R E

•	Site interventions are 
categorized into Land Use, 
Open Space, Mobility, Town 
Centres, and Wayfinding

•	Locations are spread out 
throughout The Pass and act 
as examples of designs that 
can be applied elsewhere

•	 Interventions each play a role 
in the principles of Revitalize, 
Connect, & Attract

P R O J E C T  M E T H O D O L O G Y

D E S I G N  P R I N C I P L E S



CROWSNEST PASS
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C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T

S I T E  A N A LY S I S

Community engagement was composed of a community 
workshop, a guided tour of The Pass and a focus group within the 
community. This informed the analysis process and guided the 
recommended interventions through constructive feedback:

•	Need for expanded transit options and active transportation 
connections

•	Minimal inclusive programming within existing Parks and Open 
Space

•	Housing diversity and increased tourism accommodations to 
respond to the needs of residents and visitors

•	Preservation and revitalization of historic buildings and main 
streets

•	Enhanced cohesive wayfinding to promote a sense of identity

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

COMMUNITY TRAIL

PROGRAMMED SPACE

MISSING WAYFINDING

MONOTONOUS HOUSING

ONE GROCERY STORE

RESTRICTED AREAS

LACK OF COMMERCIAL

SUMMARY

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Settlement within the communities of Crowsnest Pass has 
been shaped by industry. The continued focus of preservation 
within the municipalities reflects this. Although disconnected 
physically, common heritage unites the communities.
Data retrieved from: Discover Crowsnest Heritage, 2020
Glenbow Archives, 2021
Heritage Inventory Phase 1, 2 & 3, 2013

HISTORICAL TIMELINE

HERITAGE

MORPHOLOGY

HILLCREST MINES

BELLEVUE

FRANK

BLAIRMORE

COLEMAN

The Pass has a rich history in coal mining, which has directed settlement 
and the economy. Although, the historical timeline showcases the notorious
‘boom and bust’ cycle that is well-known for natural resource extraction 
industries. This supply and demand centered focus on commodification 
has created three stages of history within the Pass: Rapid Growth, Repair, 
and Revitalization. The first, Rapid Growth, showcases economic success 
and subsequent growth within the area. Repair, the second stage, 
encompasses economic decline and subsequent vacancy within communities 
due to closure of industries. The current stage, Revitalization, includes 
the municipal amalgamation and steps towards creating a sustainable 
future for each community.  

Early settlement within the Pass was strategically located between the
entrance to the mines, and the CPR line. These areas were generally flatter
with minimal topography. Future development was also determined by the 
location of the CPR, as it required specific safety specifications. Overtime, 
country residential development occurred within the communities, which 
situated itself further from the gateway corridors. Overall, the communities
within the Crowsnest Pass have been shaped by the existence of both 
industry and the CPR, and continue to be.  

The communities within the Pass share similar heritage. Thus, despite 
physical separation, the communities are bonded by historical significance. 
This significance is noticed not only at a municipal level, but also at both the
provincial and federal level, depending on the landmark. This influx of heritage
elements is unique, and creates a tourism opportunity for the municipality. 
Preservation efforts have been a top priority of the Pass, as seen through the
Heritage Management Plan and other efforts to sustain significance and
inventory existing monuments. Although, many of the sites within the 
communities remain vacant and underused. This could be a potential 
opportunity to strengthen community nodes in these key historic areas.   

NATURAL LANDSCAPE

NATURAL LANDSCAPE 
SUMMARY

The Crowsnest Pass is a unique and beautiful landscape that 
offers a challenging and opportunistic environment to work 
with. 

CLIMATE
The Pass has lots of topography and therefore a diverse range of solar 
radiation which affects temperature. The Pass also has significant 
shadows and wind movement due to the mountains that must be 
considered when looking at locations for development.

WINTER CITY
CNP has lots of winter and summer based activities that take advantage 
of it's mountain location, but there is opportunity for new festivals / 
design guidelines to make it more attractive to tourism.

NATURAL FEATURES
Favourable development area in the Pass is affected by factors like slope, 
shade, and sensitivity zones. The mountainous topography creates both 
opportunities and constraints for rich development to occur.

BUILT FORM

BUILT FORM SUMMARY

The Built Form analysis provides opportunities for growth to 
occur in a sustainable and livable way. Mixed use, new building 
typologies, and more density are examples of this. 
Data retrieved from:
The Municipality Crowsnest Pass Data Package, 2021
Site Visit, 2021

3D MASSING
Topography is the largest restriction of development, defining the 
boundaries of each town, with the heart of each  centered around the train 
and highway. The built form is low density with pedestrian-oriented 
commercial streets. 

ZONING
Zoning is largely separated between residential, commercial, public, and 
industrial with a lack of mixed uses. The Land Use Bylaw mostly restricts 
development past 10m in height and has special consideration for 
Historic Commercial Areas.

LAND USE
Commercial and office spaces are focused around the centre of the 
towns and near the highway. Residential homes surround the commercial 
cores with little diversity in typology between single family detached and 
country residential.

SUBDIVISION
Subdivision type is reflective of it's age. There is a lack of infill subdivision 
(narrow lots), most new development is country residential style. There is 
opportunity to subdivide and infill the country residential with GCR-2 
Zoning. 

BUILDING FOOTPRINT
The most common building footprint is small single family detached 
residential, but new commercial is largely big footprint - single floor 
buildings and new residential is large country residential.

BUILDING TYPOLOGY
Single-detached homes make up the majority of housing stock within the 
Pass. There is a need to diversify the housing typology to increase density 
and future settlement opportunities.

MUNICIPAL WATER SERVICE

WELL SERVICED

WATER RESERVOIRS

10KM

 

INFRASTRUCTURE

INFRASTRUCTURE 
SUMMARY

The infrastructure installed throughout the Pass is key in guiding 
future development. These layers represent both opportunities 
and constraints for improvements to occur. 

NTS

MUNICIPAL WATER SERVICE

WELL SERVICED

WATER RESERVOIRS

10KM

NTS

MOBILITY
The two major mobility corridors in the pass are HWY 3 and the Crowsnest 
Community Trail. There is a need for greater connectivity between communities 
in addition to the existing infrastructure.

RAILWAY SYSTEM
Early settlement was based on mine/railway location; crosses through 
communities; creates disconnection & safety concerns; creates a sense of 
place - future development must incorporate this as it is difficult to move/
create new crossings.

WATER SYSTEM

POWER SYSTEM

Development must consider well/municipal servicing; Have to do it within 
servicing boundaries/abilities; Need to build below water reservoirs.

Development impacted by servicing connectivity; buffer zone from pipeline 
creates limitations.

ECONOMIC RESOURCES
Each community possesses industrial area that feeds the local economy. 
Additionally, forestry and mining sites scattered throughout the pass con-
tribute to the �uctuation of people and capital�

3 3x

3

40

BELLEVUE

FRANKBLAIRMORE

COLEMAN

HILLCREST

mobility

natural

infra

5km

Mining sites Transmission line

Commonly shaded areasForestry sites
Crown land

Municipal water reservoirs

Pipeline

CONSTRAINTS 

SUMMARY

Although the Pass is rich with diverse topography and natural fea-
tures, these advantages do not come without challenges. When 
seeking areas to develop, one must consider the environmental 
impacts, such as wildlife corridors and flood management. Addition-
ally, large infrastructural items, like pipelines and transmission lines, 
affect what can occur within the site. 
Data retrieved from:
The Municipality of Crowsnest Pass Data Package, 2021

Wildlife corridors

Flood risk areas

Railway

Highway 3

Frank Slide restricted area

BELLEVUE

FRANK

BLAIRMORE

COLEMAN

HILLCREST

Crowsnest 
Golf Club

Bellevue 
Mines

Downtown
Coleman

Leitch 
Collaries

Pass
Powderkeg

Ski Hill

Community
Baseball 

Diamonds

Crowsnest
Nordic

Ski Club

Frank Slide/
Turtle Mountain

Coleman
Collaries

connect

revitalize

attract

5km

Municipal historic sites

Provincial/federal historic sites

OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMARY

There are many opportunistic features of the Pass that can be 
leveraged to improve the area as a whole. Localized initiatives and 
municipal changes must both be considered when implementing 
improvement schemes. 
Data retrieved from: 
The Municipality of Crowsnest Pass Data Package, 2021

Parks

Town hubs

Trails

Leisure areas

Community trail

CONNECT

ATTRACT

REVITALIZE

The Crowsnest Pass Community Trail, as 
well as the several walking/hiking trails 
throughout, represent an opportunity to 
create better municipal connectivity. 

The Crownest Pass has the opportunity to 
reinforce the idea that it is a destination for 
tourism and settlement. From historic sites 
to leisure spots, the Pass is rich with culture 
and livability.

Each community within the Pass has a 
main street with the potential to be unique 
and vibrant. Investing in the town hubs 
would create opportunities for economic 
diversity and increased residential density.

•	Several opportunities 
and constraints were 
identified as a result of 
our in-depth analysis

•	Some key constraints 
pertained to 
environmental 
limitations, such as 
shaded areas, flood 
zones, and wildlife 
passages

•	Other constraints 
relate to infrastructure, 
with The Pass being 
developed with 
pipelines, transmission 
lines, and the CN 
railway

•	 In terms of opportunities, The Pass boasts ample recreation 
opportunities, rich historic features, and quaint, small-town living

•	Connecting, attracting, and revitalizing The Pass as one 
municipality was a key theme derived from the analysis

C O N S T R A I N T S O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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Provincial/federal historic sites

OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMARY

There are many opportunistic features of the Pass that can be 
leveraged to improve the area as a whole. Localized initiatives and 
municipal changes must both be considered when implementing 
improvement schemes. 
Data retrieved from: 
The Municipality of Crowsnest Pass Data Package, 2021

Parks

Town hubs

Trails

Leisure areas

Community trail

CONNECT

ATTRACT

REVITALIZE

The Crowsnest Pass Community Trail, as 
well as the several walking/hiking trails 
throughout, represent an opportunity to 
create better municipal connectivity. 

The Crownest Pass has the opportunity to 
reinforce the idea that it is a destination for 
tourism and settlement. From historic sites 
to leisure spots, the Pass is rich with culture 
and livability.

Each community within the Pass has a 
main street with the potential to be unique 
and vibrant. Investing in the town hubs 
would create opportunities for economic 
diversity and increased residential density.
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OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMARY

There are many opportunistic features of the Pass that can be 
leveraged to improve the area as a whole. Localized initiatives and 
municipal changes must both be considered when implementing 
improvement schemes. 
Data retrieved from: 
The Municipality of Crowsnest Pass Data Package, 2021

Parks

Town hubs

Trails

Leisure areas

Community trail

CONNECT

ATTRACT

REVITALIZE

The Crowsnest Pass Community Trail, as 
well as the several walking/hiking trails 
throughout, represent an opportunity to 
create better municipal connectivity. 

The Crownest Pass has the opportunity to 
reinforce the idea that it is a destination for 
tourism and settlement. From historic sites 
to leisure spots, the Pass is rich with culture 
and livability.

Each community within the Pass has a 
main street with the potential to be unique 
and vibrant. Investing in the town hubs 
would create opportunities for economic 
diversity and increased residential density.



CROWSNEST PASS GOLF RESORT
•	Three components: hotel, condo building, 

storage space (clubs and carts)
•	Designed to accommodate growth as 

popularity increases
•	Dedicated golf cart paths allow residents and 

visitors to access course facilities
•	Short drive to IGA makes resort viable for 

long-term or permanent residence
•	Golf course can also be used as a cross-

country skiing area in the winter, creating 
year-round viability

CROWSNEST PASS
VISION + DESIGN APPLICATIONS APRIL 2021

L A N D  U S E

BELLEVUE COMMUNITY PARK
•	Conveniently located in walking distance to 

the Bellevue main street
•	Most of the land is municipally owned
•	Contains a mix of housing types that 

increase diversity and affordability
•	Features a lightly-programmed community 

park that acts as an activity hub
•	Buildings are no taller than 4 stories to 

compliment surrounding real estate

KEY MAP BIRD’S EYE

MASTER PLAN BUILDING MASSING MORPHOLOGY & PRECEDENTS RENDER

KEY MAP BIRD’S EYE

CONNECTIONS & EXPANSIONS RENDERMASTER PLAN BUILDING MASSING
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PA R K S  +  O P E N  S PA C E

M O B I L I T Y

•	The Green Network will connect new and ex-
isting spaces municipality wide  

•	 Infusing inclusive and adaptable amenities 
in community recreation areas promotes re-
vitalization (i.e., Miners Meadow Park)

•	The River Corridor leverages underutilized 
municipal land adjacent to the Crowsnest 
River to create interpretive spaces

   (i.e., Riverside Park)
•	Connected to The Passage trail to promote 

active movement

•	Movement within The Pass is predominantly 
vehicular-oriented

•	Extending The Passage trail will provide 
   wider connects for residents and visitors
•	Trailside installations that reflect local art 

and heritage will create a unique experience
•	Scheduled Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes 

will connect users to main streets and resi-
dential nodes conveniently

•	The Transit Station is located strategically 
mid-town near amenities 

MINERS MEADOW PARK | HILLCREST MINERS MEADOW PARK | HILLCREST

MOBILITY NETWORK

TRAIL EXTENSION PHASING

THE PASSAGE TRAIL

UNDERPASS | BELLEVUE BRT ROUTE | BLAIRMORE TRANSIT STATION | BLAIRMORE

RIVERSIDE PARK | COLEMAN RIVERSIDE PARK | COLEMAN

GREEN NETWORK

GREEN NETWORK

MULTI-MODAL SYSTEM
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T O W N  C E N T R E S  +  M A I N  S T R E E T S

W A Y F I N D I N G

•	Focus on Bellevue as a design intervention  and example for other 
towns and main streets

•	 Increase sidewalk width with furnishing zone, adaptable patio 
space and curb buildouts

•	Adapt historic buildings for new density and capacity with historic 
motifs that retain the look and feel of Bellevue while attracting new 
business

•	Wayfinding is focused on reinforcing identity, 
connecting the towns, encouraging active 
transportation, and unifiying the towns 
through a collective identity for The Pass

•	Signage is simple, easy to understand, and 
is implemented at three scales: sites, towns, 
and highways

•	Unique colors and symbols reflective of the 
landscape are used for each town that will 
resonate with locals

A. Extend Site Coverage B. Increase Rear Density C. Continue Historic Motifs D. Adaptable Space 
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THE 
CROWSNEST PASS

EXPLORETHEPASS

MINER’S PATH
COLEMAN

YOU ARE HERE

DISTANCE
ELEVATION
TYPE

1.6 KM
59 M

OUT & BACK

TERMINUS

NEARBY

Pathways

Pedestrian Equestrian Snowmobile Cyclist Hiking

Ski Hill Swimming Pool Grocery Store Gallery Camping Cafe / Reaturant

Retail Accomodation Park Transit Historical

BLAIRMORE

COMMUNITY TRAIL 
TO COLEMAN

35 MINUTES

PASS POWDERKEG
SKI HILL

TOWN OF

COMMUNITY POOL

IGA SUPERMARKET

LAUNSTEIN
GALLERY

LOST LEMON
CAMPGROUND

STONE’S THROW 
CAFE

8 min

6 min

14 min

1 min

19 min

3 min

THE 
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EXPLORETHEPASS
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THE 
CROWSNEST PASS

EXPLORETHEPASS

BLAIRMORE

PASSAGE TRAIL 
TO COLEMAN

35 MINUTES
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LOST LEMON
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STONE’S THROW 
CAFE

8 min

6 min

14 min

1 min

19 min
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THE 
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COMMUNITY TRAIL 
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PASSAGE TRAIL 
TO COLEMAN

35 MINUTES
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COMMUNITY TRAIL 
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35 MINUTES
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THE 
CROWSNEST PASS

EXPLORETHEPASS

A. Town Identity B. Attractions C. Connections C. Pass Identity

TOWN OF
HILLCREST MINES

THE 
CROWSNEST PASSEXPLORETHEPASS

A. Extend Site Coverage B. Increase Rear Density C. Continue Historic Motifs D. Adaptable Space PROPOSED EXISTING
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SITE SPECIFIC WAYFINDING TOWN SCALE WAYFINDING ROAD & HIGHWAY WAYFINDING

BELLEVUE CAFE DESIGN CHANGES

HISTORIC REVITALIZATION DESIGN PRINCIPLES

213TH STREET VIEW WITH DESIGNS

1912

1922

1917

1921

1927

1922

1919

SHADOW ANALYSIS
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EXTEND SITE 
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INCREASE 
REAR HEIGHT

HISTORIC 
MOTIFS

ADAPTABLE
USE

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING DESIGN HIGHWAY CROSSING DESIGN

MID BLOCK 213TH STREET SECTION

INTERSECTION 213TH STREET SECTION

STREETSCAPE USES DIAGRAM

PROPOSED 213TH STREET REDESIGN

BELLEVUE TOWN CENTRE BELLEVUE MAIN STREET


