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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report represents the work of Haven Consulting which is composed
of Kevin Bailey, Rachel Smigelski and Sara Boulos, three Master of
Planning candidates with the School of Architecture, Planning and
Landscape at the University of Calgary. As part of the Advanced Planning
Studio that acts as a capstone project for the degree, this team along with
4 others were tasked with a community building project with Ogden, an
historic neighbourhood in SE Calgary, Alberta, between January and April
of 2022.
This report will walk the reader through all phases of the project, starting
with initial understandings and queries that the team had upon being
tasked with this project; moving on to a comprehensive neighbourhood
analysis drawing from a multitude of data sets and research areas; and
closing with recommendations for interventions that would facilitate
positive and wholistic community growth that drew from the expertise
of the group, the wishes of community members, and the professional
advice of the steering committee and Professor Francisco Alaniz-Uribe.
Throughout the report, you will see the student’s rationales expressed
both in the written word and graphics that illustrate their findings spatially
or conceptually. It is the hope of the Haven team that this work inspires
critical thought and reflection on the part of the reader and that some of
the ideas contained within this report are reflected in Ogden’s future.
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At Haven, we take a community-centered approach to
planning that prioritizes the consultation and wishes of the
residents above all else, and we believe that any vision for
communities should be inclusive of all the voices contained
within them.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
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The neighbourhood of Millican-Ogden (Ogden) is one of Calgary’s earliest communities,
and its origins can be seen as a catalyst for the success of Calgary as one of Western
Canada’s three most successful major settlements. Initial development took place
within the first decade of the twentieth century - shortly after the incorporation of the
city more generally - and was spurred by the creation of the Ogden Shops which, upon
completion, immediately became the most important location for the Canada Pacific
Railway’s operation and maintenance activities west of Quebec. This marked Calgary as
Alberta’s transportation and logistics hub, leading to further residential and commercial
development. In 1913, when the Shops were built, Ogden was colloquially referred to as
the ‘Capital of Calgary.’
Located directly south of Inglewood-Ramsay, where non-Indigenous Calgarian settlement
first occurred, Ogden both is and was centrally located within the larger city. The Bow
River marks its western edge and provides an abundance of wildlife and recreational
activity. The neighbourhood’s eastern edge is formed by a railway line and the massive
industrial complex of the Ogden Shops. However, beyond these borders Ogden is
surrounded by a sea of industrial uses that creates issues of connection to the rest of
Calgary and presents problems for moving by other means than the personal automobile.
With its long history of connection to industry in the way of the Ogden Shops, the CPR
and a since-demolished Imperial Oil Refinery, there is no shortage of heritage in Ogden.
However, there are issues surrounding perception of the neighbourhood, and a lack of
both gathering spaces and commercial services such as restaurants and coffee shops.
This has led to an issue retaining families and younger populations which, if it is not
properly addressed, runs the risk of further complicating issues by closing schools found
in the community. Our team’s preliminary research into the area provides a great deal of
hope in how these negative trends can not only be stifled, but entirely reversed.
Our team was hired by the Millican-Ogden Community Association (MOCA) to generate
a comprehensive neighbourhood growth plan as the final studio project of the two year
Master of Planning program with the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape
at the University of Calgary. As such, this represents the culmination of our educational
journey, while also representing our first official Planning project that works with a realworld neighbourhood to generate real-world changes.
In the coming years, the City of Calgary will be investing two Light Rail Train stations in
the community, a major infrastructural project that can be leveraged to bring about the
changes Ogdenites wish to see. What follows in this report is our team’s vision for how
best to accomplish this.
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1.1 CONTEXT AND METHODOLOGY
Ogden is situated to the southeast of Calgary’s downtown
and urban core, and while it is isolated by river and rail, and
surrounded by industrial uses, it is located centrally within
the city. In terms of automotive travel, it is well-placed for
quick and easy movement and is connected to Calgary’s
primary bicycle network, ‘The Great Trail.’ However, it is
difficult to travel anywhere by transit, which precludes the
young, elderly, and less able from properly enjoying city
amenities.
In order to help the reader understand the full extent of our
process of understanding, we will begin by walking through
our discoveries by explaining our group’s methodology.
As such, this section is broken up into 5 Preliminary
Discoveries (PD)
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OGDEN CONNECTIONS

Distance to city locations from Millican-Ogden Community Association

Nosehill Park
VEHICLE: 22 minutes

TRANSIT: 96 minutes

YYC International
VEHICLE: 20 minutes

Nosehill Park
YYC International

TRANSIT: 92 minutes

University of Calgary
VEHICLE: 20 minutes

TRANSIT: 74 minutes
University of Calgary

Canada Olympic Park
VEHICLE: 27 minutes

Canada
Olympic
Park

TRANSIT: 96 minutes

Foothills Medical Center
Calgary Zoo/Telus Spark

Foothills Medical Center
VEHICLE: 18 minutes

Downtown

TRANSIT: 73 minutes
Mount
Royal
University

Calgary Zoo/Telus Spark
VEHICLE: 13 minutes

TRANSIT: 41 minutes

Downtown
VEHICLE: 15 minutes

Mount Royal University
VEHICLE: 13 minutes

Rockyview
General
Hospital

TRANSIT: 27 minutes

Shepard Industrial

TRANSIT: 42 minutes

Rockyview General Hospital
VEHICLE: 11 minutes

Fish Creek Park

TRANSIT: 36 minutes

Fish Creek Park
VEHICLE: 14 minutes

TRANSIT: 70 minutes

City-Wide Context | Introduction
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1.2 PD1 - Project Understanding and Key Issues
Team began by determining key agents and interest groups that would influence and be influenced by the project as we
understood it.
An initial consideration of stakeholders within the community and connected to our team’s design work led to the
following shortlist:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Millican-Ogden Community Association
Calgary Parks
Calgary Transportation
Calgary Transit
CP Rail
Calgary Arts Development
Calgary Recreation Department
Private Land-Owners and Developers
Businesses and Private Contractors Associated with Ogden Shops
Veterans involved with Royal Canadian Legion

An initial consideration of prominent issues to be considered or dealt with in our team’s design work led to the
following shortlist:
•

Exodus: As stated in the RFP from MOCA, there is an issue with people leaving the community and population
dwindling which, beyond the obvious issues of vacancy and wealth generation, can potentially lead to school
closures in the near future if not adequately addressed. How might we keep people here and encourage others to
start families in the area?

•

Perception: Also stated in the RFP from MOCA, there is a belief that Ogden isn’t as attractive a place to live
or settle. A quick survey of online forums turns up some biases based on smells from industrial activities, less
desirable pockets of the community, and concerns over crime.
12
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•

Border Vacuums: With the Bow River to the west, Glenmore Trail to South, and the CPR tracks to the North and
East there are some hard edges to all the plan area’s boundaries. One of the key elements to consider in design
planning will be connectivity/porosity to adjoining areas and transportation corridors that might unite Ogden to/
through the rest of the city.

•

Isolation: Beyond just the borders themselves, the neighbourhood is hemmed in to the east and west by large
industrial districts. While this does create near-by work opportunities for residents, it also squeezes people into
other areas of the city for opportunities outside of employment. Quarry Park to the south and Inglewood to the
north do provide a more diverse range of uses and activities, however.

•

Age: The building stock and design are quite dated, without much attention given to ‘facelifts’ over the years. This
has led to portions that people believe to be a little more ‘run-down’ or ‘unsavory,’ with an industrial eastern edge
in the Ogden Shops that is in the beginning stages of repurposing with the headquarters of CP Rail setting up in
this space.

•

Contamination: The former Imperial Oil Refinery (shut down in 1975, demolished in 1977) has left contamination
in the ground to the north end of the plan area, ultimately halting a plan for further residential development in
the early ‘00s (Lynnwood Ridge Phase IV). Beaver Dam Flats Park, Old Refinery Park, Pop Davies Athletic Park
and lands to the north of Pop Davies are all subject to a 2007 Risk Management Assessment and 2014 Risk
Management Plan. Any redevelopment in these spaces is limited to urban transportation, urban park, research
or recreational uses at this time, with no commercial or residential uses, or playgrounds or community gardens,
currently allowed.

•

Rail: Perhaps not as problematic as other issues since it is so foundational to the heritage and history of the area,
the rail lines do still create infrastructure issues in terms of cutting off corridors, and the Ogden Shops are an
unavoidable point of emphasis and employment that does not contribute to more far-ranging public activity.

•

Main Street: Ogden Road is a high potential space for ‘main street’ treatment, with many empty lots or infill
spaces along it, but this means that there are pockets of undeveloped space and what commercial development
there has been is set far back from the sidewalk and overly segmented

1.3 PD2: Housing Development and Diversity
Team looked into the existing housing stock in order to determine the character and age of the neighbourhood and create a
morphological profile.
Dwellings by Period of Construction (2016 Census)
Total Dwellings in
Ogden (#)

Total Dwellings in
Ogden (%)

Total Dwellings in
Calgary (#)

Total Dwellings in
Calgary (%)

1960 or before

935

25%

46,475

10%

1961-1980

2,255

60%

136,555

29%

1981-1990

295

8%

60,930

13%

1991-2000

85

2%

73,405

16%

2001-2005

80

2%

52,470

11%

2006-2010

90

2%

50,135

11%

2011-2016

20

1%

46,755

10%

Clearly, the issues brought up by community members in online sources talking about how dated the building stock is are not
exaggerated. Dwellings built in the last 30 years make up less than 10% of all building stock in Ogden.
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Dwellings by Structure Type (2016 Census)
Total Dwellings in
Ogden (#)

Total Dwellings in
Ogden (%)

Total Dwellings in
Calgary (#)

Total Dwellings in
Calgary (%)

Single-Detached House

1805

48%

262,965

56%

Semi-Detached House or
Duplex

925

25%

50,880

11%

Row House

435

12%

44,705

10%

Apartment (Less than 5
stories)

590

16%

72,880

16%

Apartment (5 stories or
more)

0

0%

33,010

7%

In terms of density, the numbers are not far off those of the whole city, but the city does have a noted over-emphasis on
single-detached dwellings and an issue with the ‘missing middle.’ Strategic densification is a model that can and should
definitely be applied moving forward in Ogden, especially close to transit services, recreation and retail.
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1.4 PD3: Project Understanding
Team determined a set of basic tools we would need to inform our work with tangible elements.
Base Mapping
Completion of a comprehensive analysis of the spatial aspects of the community through utilizing GIS data. This will include
an overview of the existing topography, environmental features, land use, built form, mobility networks, and open spaces, as
well as social aspects such as schools, places of worship, and other community gathering spaces.
Photo Inventory
Commitment to building a collection of photographs, both modern and historic, primarily through images taken on personal
site visits to determine genius loci or sense of place, to get a sense for housing stock and building typologies (for character
and age), to determine key spaces that might be suitable for concentrated redesign, and to get a sense of natural features,
businesses and road/open space networks.
Legal Framework Review
Consideration of documents such as the recently drafted version of the updated Millican-Ogden Redevelopment Plan
(2018) along with other higher-level statutory plans and documents in order to honour the visions set out by community
stakeholders and previous planning initiatives while we seek out strengths, opportunities, challenges, and defining features
that will aid in design work. Other legal documents to be considered by the team include, but are not limited to, the Land-Use
Bylaw, the Municipal Development Plan, the Calgary Transportation Plan, the Complete Streets Guidebook, the Local Area
Planning Guidebook, and Calgary’s Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources.
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1.5 PD4: Neighbourhood Analysis
Team set intentions for concentrating research into key factors for context and history of the community, as well as
opportunities for improvement moving forward.
Environmental Analysis
Conducting research into environmental features and considerations in Ogden that impact the community and its
development potential. This includes elements such as the flood potential/mitigation efforts coming off the Bow River,
topographical disruptions, the extent of the issues related to contamination, and the unique utility of Ogden’s various green
spaces and their biodiversity.
Historic Evolution
Surveying historic material to gain a better sense for the unique past, heritage and character of the community of Ogden.
This includes a consideration of the evolution of built form through aerial photographs and how the area was initially settled,
while also considering elements such as industrial/economic drivers (such as the CPR connection), major institutions, major
redevelopments or closures (such as the Refinery or the changes in the Ogden Shops), heritage buildings and community
groups.
Land Use Analysis
Investigation of existing land uses with the intent of achieving best efficiencies throughout the plan area. Includes deeper
analyses of the building stock to determine which areas are falling short in aesthetic or functional value, local businesses and
their requirements, open space networks and their current performance, and which areas are best suited for the development
of commercial/retail spaces.
Infrastructure Analysis
Determining key details of the existing infrastructure and traffic behaviour in order to improve upon efficiencies, correcting
existing issues and preventing future issues. Considerations include community’s key entry/exit points and how heavily
trafficked these roads are, where the key connection points within the community currently are, and the effectiveness of
public transit networks.
18

Housing and Building Typology
Developing a strong understanding of the existing building typology in order to inform the approach to design and determine
what services or market demands may be lacking; if there are community desires for certain lacking services; and if equity is
adequately provided for (ie. subsidized or senior housing).
Public Realm and Walkability Inventory
Conducting studies to determine how well the public realm is able to function in Ogden–both spatially and experientially. This
will start with an analysis of walksheds from transit locations, open spaces and community services (schools, shops, etc.),
which may inform recommendations for improvements to transit and the type of Transit Oriented Development that may
accompany future Green Line Stations.
Community Profile
Considering a number of sources - both objective and subjective - to create a community profile that addresses the history,
issues, identity and concerns within Ogden. This information will be drawn primarily from StatsCan information regarding
factors such as immigration status, income, ethnicity, language, etc., but will also draw heavily from public and stakeholder
engagement.
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1.6 PD5: Schedule and Collaboration
Team determined a schedule for benchmarks and completion over a 3.5 month period between January and April 2022, in
collaboration with Professor Francisco Alaniz-Uribe, our Steering Committee, and the Community of Ogden:
Environmental Analysis
PHASE ONE: Examination
Conducting preliminary research to come to comprehensive understanding of community and site.
January 14: Submission of Initial Work Plan
January 21: Site Visit and Introduction to Community Members (Public Engagement #1)
February 10: Present Neighbourhood Analysis (Committee Summit #1)
PHASE TWO: Exploration
Applying analysis and personal determinations to determine and propose interventions for community improvement.
February 17: Open House for Unhindered Community Feedback (Public Engagement #2)
February 28: Site Visit to Chart Areas of Intervention
March 10: Presentation of Draft Conceptual Design Proposal (Committee Summit #2)
PHASE THREE: Execution
Using the steering committee’s feedback to our proposals, making adjustments to plan and making our vision for community
improvement a reality.
April 14: Presentation of Official Design Proposal (Committee Summit #3)
April 20: Open House to Share Team Vision with Community (Public Engagement #3)
April 25: Completion and Submission of Final Report
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WORK PLAN
HAVEN Consulting Group

TASKS

Feb ‘22

Jan ‘22

March ‘22

April ‘22

BUDGET

Project
Understanding
Community
Profile
Neighbourhood
Analysis
Public
Engagement
Conceptual
Design
Conceptual
Design Review
Final
Revisions
Final
Submission
TEAM LEAD

SARA B.

Site Visit 1
JAN 21

RACHEL S.

Workshop
FEB 12 or 17

KEVIN B.

Site Visit 3
MARCH 25

Site Visit 2
FEB 28

Steering Committee Meeting
MARCH 22

CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN
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PROJECT
UNDERSTANDING

COMMUNITY
PROFILE

NEIGHBOURHOOD
ANALYSIS

PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT

JAN
6-31

JAN 17FEB 10

JAN 17 MARCH 10

JAN 21APRIL 14

FEB 15 APRIL 8

Final Presentation
APRIL 14

Open House
APRIL 16

CONCEPT
REVIEW
MARCH 11 APRIL 8

REVISIONS

FINAL SUBMISSION

APRIL 8 - 12

APRIL 14 - 22

1.7 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY
Would like to see...

1

2
1

1

2
4

3

3

1

6

5

7

4
8
9
8

3

10
5

6

11

12

1

Improvements to Beaver Dam Flats

1

Maintaining views

2

Programming the open space

2

Endangered bee species

3

Increased density around Green Line

3

Commercial uses on 62 Ave

4

Stairs to from ridge implemented

4

Trees on Crestwood Rd

5

Improvements to Lynnview Playground

5

Icy streets in the winter

6

Rail road heritage maintained

6

Preservation of historical buildings

7

Streetscape & pedestrian improvements

7

Currently a wildlife hub

8

Improvements to Jack Setters Arena

8

Snow removal is difficult

9

Opportunities for cafes, bakeries, shops

9

Vehicles cutting through community

7
10 Gazebos and seating implemented

8

9
Road Network
CPR Line
Green Line
Open Space
Bow River

Concerns about...

9

11

Cycling infrastructure

12 Continuation of pathway
0

0.25

0.5

1

km
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Our group was very excited for the opportunity to practice genuine Public Engagement for the first time in this degree and
move our understanding of this process as practicing planners from the hypothetical to the real.
Given that this project took place between January and April of 2022, where the highly contagious Omicron variant of the
COVID-19 virus was affecting so much in our world, Engagement was carried out in a number of different compensatory
mediums:
• On January 21, we met with a small group of community members associated with the Community Organization who took
us on a walking tour of the neighbourhood. From this, we were shown what was important to Ogdenites by the residents
themselves and provided with some of the area’s hidden histories. Topics of discussion included the natural beauty and
activation of the Bow River bluff and Beaverdam Flats, the damage to the community from the Imperial Oil contamination
and subsequent legal battles, the heritage and architectural profile of the community’s older homes, and various landmarks
and art projects.
• On February 17, we hosted an online open house that the whole community was invited to, where we asked questions
about the current performance of Ogden and led visioning exercise on what residents hoped to see in the future. There
were comments circulated that many residents were keen on the discussion but turned off by the online nature, and
a survey was circulated afterward to generate more thoughts and ideas. The most critical or repeatedly emphasized
comments are shown spatially in the map to the right.
• On April 20, we were fortunate enough to host an in-person open house where we presented our final discoveries and
interventions to the community and engaged them in discussion about the possibilities for their community, and listened
to their concerns surrounding some of our design decisions.
Given that this was a pilot project carried out by students rather than city officials, and one of the major points of discussion
was preparing the community members for discussions around changes coming with the two new green line stations, we
hope that this is only the beginning of public engagement around these concepts, and that we were able inspire and generate
excitement around them.
Obviously, the process would have been aided with physical interaction and the intimacy that comes with it. Ogden is a proud
neighbourhood with a cohesive community spirit and they should be given every opportunity to exhibit it moving forward.
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2.0 NEIGHBOURHOOD
ANALYSIS
24

This section constitutes the key analyses generated from our preliminary
discoveries. From the socio-demographic and historical realities of
Ogdenites, to the performance of its infrastructure, to the considerations
of its physical features (whether natural or man-made), the information
from this section helped our team to generate its strategies. It is shared
to provide the reader with the context that drove our decisions, but also
in the hopes that it will generate independent thoughts and discussions
separate from the ones presented in this report.
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2.1 HISTORY

Ogden’s history stands out as one of the richest found
among any of Calgary’s communities, and is cherished
by its residents. What follows is a narrative analysis of its
cultural development over time, charting the growth of
the area from the era before permanent settlement to the
current day, as well as a functional analysis of the way the
built form has changed within neighbourhood boundaries in
critical moments over its life-cycle.
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The Deep History of the Land
Surveys turned up animal remains indicating buffalo jump sites in the
area. Evidence also indicated presence of these Indigenous cultures:

Teepees on Elbow River

Blood Tribe Horsemen

Cultural Timeline | History
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Hanna (2000-1000 BC)
Pelican Lake (1000 BC-500 AD)
Besont (200-70 AD)

Cree Women in Hobema

Old Women (600-1500 AD)
Historic Crow (1700-1730 AD)

Signing Treaty Seven
For better and for for wose, permanent settlement of Calgary (and
eventually Ogden) began with an agreement between the Canadian
government and leaders of the Bearspaw, Chiniki, Kainai, Piikani,
Siksika, Tsuut’ina and Wesley First Nations. The treaty remains
conentious, but allowed for western railway expansion.
Indigenous Leaders

Signing of Treaty Seven

Treaty Seven Document

Cultural Timeline | History
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The Incorporation of Calgary
With the western expansion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the
establishment of Fort Calgary by the RCMP at the confluence of the
Bow and Elbow rivers, and the collection of a critical mass of human
capital, 1884 marked the official birth of the frontier town of Calgary,
north of Ogden in the spaces that are now Inglewood and Downtown.

Downtown Calgary, 1884

First Train in Calgary

Cultural Timeline | History
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CP Railway Station

Western Irrigation District
As part of its multifaceted inititative to settle the west, one project
the CPR took on was building out an irrigation canal off the Bow River
just north of Ogden to help supplement agriculture efforts to the
west of Calgary. The canal itself created a physical boundary to the
later development of Ogden and the Ogden Shops.

Heavy Construction for Irrigation Canal

Bow River Split for New Canal

Horse Used for Canal Construction

Cultural Timeline | History
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Building the Ogden Shops
In 1910, CPR leadership made a decision that inadvertently led to the
creation of the community of Ogden: deciding to place a large scale
repair shop (as they already had in Winnipeg and Montreal) in
Calgary. This choice set Calgary up as the major settlement
destination in Southern Alberta and the western frontier.
CPR Workers on a Trolley

Ogden Station

Cultural Timeline | History
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Completion of Ogden Shops, CPR Team

The Capital of Calgary
With the development of the Ogden Shops requiring a strong capital
backing for viability, and the determination to create a workers’
village nearby, Ogden became a main destination in the Calgary in
the city’s infancy. Land was subdivided and sold at a premium, and a
streetcar line to the area brought workers to the Shops in 1913.

First Streetcar to Ogden

Documenting the ‘Ogden Boom’

The Settlement of Ogden

Cultural Timeline | History
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Forming a Community
While the expansion of the population wasn’t necessarily as extreme
as first forecasted, the decades that followed the establishment of
the Ogden Shops created a strong, proud and complete community,
complete with businesses, schools, churches, civic services and a
number of sports teams and hobby groups.
Ogden Fire Station #9

Saint Augustine’s Anglican Church

Cultural Timeline | History
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Students at Ogden School

Wartime Contributions
During World War Two, Ogden and the Ogden Shops served a crucial
national service, by completely revamping the operations of the
Shops to accommodate the development of munitions for Canada
and the Allied Forces. By 1945, the Shops produced over 1,000 guns
that were used by the ships of the British and Canadian navies

Ogden Artillery Production

Ogden Shops Transition to War Munitions

Machinery from Ogden Shops

Workers in the Munitions Factory

Cultural Timeline | History
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Contaminants and Change
In 1977, an Imperial Oil refinery just beyond the neighbourhoods
northern border was fully dismantled, following a 1975 closure and
half a century of operations. This space was briefly taken over by an
unsuccessful hydroponics plant in the 1980s, which indicated severe
contamination in the area, which physically affects Ogden to this day.

Extent of Contaminated Area in Ogden

North-Facing View of Imperial Oil Site

Cultural Timeline | History
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Hydroponic Greenhouse Operation on Former Imperial Oil Site

A New Era for CP Rail
In 2012, CPR management moved their national headquarters out of
glass towers and along a train line, moving into the Ogden Shops as
their base of operations. This followed the closure of the Ogden
Shops for their traditional usage in 2011, and preserved both the
historical and physical connection between Ogden and the CPR.

CPR HQ Exterior

CPR HQ Full Campus

CPR HQ Great Wall of Ogden

CPR HQ Interior

Cultural Timeline | History
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1926
1

The Millican Estates on the Hill

2

The Ogden Shops Employment Area

Houses start to go up on the ridge, forming a
community out of an old homestead space.

The Ogden Shops serve as a catalyst for Ogden--initially
a neighbourhood for the employees of CP Rail.

3

The CP Rail Workers’ Village
The first signs of houses going up with close access to
the Ogden Shops and the adjacent streetcar station.

Morphology Evolution | History
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1953
1

Imperial Oil Refinery

2

Grid-Based Development

By this point, the Oil Refinery is constructed
and fully operational, adding another major
industrial space to Ogden’s northern border.

The neighbourhood of Ogden is getting more
built out, with several full streets on a grid
pattern, and clear road connections both to the
houses in Millican and out of the area entirely.

Morphology Evolution | History
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1969
1
2

External Development - East
Across the canal, development of large scale
industrial spaces is beginning, breaking up
residential development but providing jobs.

Expansion of Ogden Shops
The Ogden Shops are expanding their
operations, with the built form in this sector
going as far north and south as Ogden itself.

3

Integrated Streetscape
The two grid-based sectors of the
neighbourhood are connected and Ogden
Road is bordered by consistent activity.

4

External Development - West
Across the river, land is being cleared for
construction, as Calgary’s development
catches up to the community.

Morphology Evolution | History
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1995
1
2

Hydroponic Operation
The Imperial Oil Refinery is closed down and
deconstructed, replaced for a short time by an
unsuccesful hydroponics venture.

Build-out to the Bow
Finally connected north to south, Ogden
breaks from small grid-based blocks as it uses
all developable land toward the river.

3

Industrial Border Development
The whole extent of the eastern border past
Ogden Shops has been constructed for
industrial use, isolating Ogden somewhat.

4

Glenmore Bridge Connection
Ogden’s southern boundary is now framed by
Glenmore Trail, complete with a bridge across
the river, greatly improving vehicular mobility.

5

Residential Border Development
With the development of Riverbend, Ogden
finally has residential connection on one of its
borders.

Morphology Evolution | History
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2021
1

INVENTORY:
Alyth Lodge (1912)
Strong history across several
eras and uses, including
housing soldiers circa WW1
and a Mens Care Facility.

2

INVENTORY:
Ogden Block (1913)
Has served as a Laundry and
an Annex. Currently without
tenant or use and contentious
to LRT Green Line expansion.

3

INVENTORY:
St. Augustine’s (1912)
A religious facility as old as
the neighbourhood itself,
served as social gathering
space over the years.

Morphology Evolution | History
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2.2 CENSUS INFORMATION

Ogden’s history stands out as one of the richest found
among any of Calgary’s communities, and is cherished
by its residents. What follows is a narrative analysis of its
cultural development over time, charting the growth of
the area from the era before permanent settlement to the
current day, as well as a functional analysis of the way the
built form has changed within neighbourhood boundaries in
critical moments over its life-cycle.
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Key Takeaways:
-Children in age range for Ogden schools (0-14) are 3.26% behind YYC numbers.
-Ogden 15-24 population dropped 6% over study period: indicates post-graduation exodus.
-45-54 population drop in accordance with 55-64 rise: Ogdenites aging in place.
-Immigration indicate Ogden lags behind YYC numbers: not a prominent ethnic enclave.

Population | Community Analysis
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Key Takeaways:
-Ogden maintains reputation as working class area: 51.5% in trades and service jobs.
-Community outpaces YYC numbers by a third in highest level at trades certificate.
-Significantly outpaces YYC numbers in lower education levels.
-Significantly behind YYC numbers in Bachelors and higher education levels.

Occupation | Community Analysis
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Key Takeaways:
-Ogden significantly trails YYC in couples with children.
-However, there is a slight upward trend in this regard over the ten year study period.
-Ogden significantly trails behind YYC in 4+ person households, with downward trend.
-To improve school performance, intervention addressing both should be emphasized.

Family Size | Community Analysis
45

Key Takeaways:
-Labour participation and unemployment are consistent with YYC numbers at all times.
-Average Household Income in YYC 1.5 times higher than Ogden.
-Rise of Average Individual Income over study period identical for both (21%).
-Unaffordability in Ogden eclipses YYC numbers for first time during last census.

Income and Employment | Community Analysis
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Key Takeaways:
-Banting & Best first hits utilization problems last year, performed well historically.
-Sherwood has consistently been below utilization cut-off rate: requires intervention.
-Significant downward trends in public schools over study period, even prior to pandemic.
-Further analysis required to address root of issues (pandemic vs. neighbourhood trends).

Education | Community Analysis
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2.3 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

With the understanding that no community is free from
the influences that exist outside its boundaries and no
settlement is settled by humans alone, we conducted
an analysis into Ogden’s natural environment. With its
eastern border marked by the Bow River, flood mitigation
and its impact on the neighbourhood’s functionality was
a major concern, and there were a number of wildlife
habitat considerations to be accounted for. Furthermore,
the abundance of green space seen in Ogden relative to
the rest of Calgary presented opportunities for the animal
activity through the area, as well as spaces for recreation
and movement for Ogdenites themselves.
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An observation of local wind patterns, which are northwesterly (other than chinook winds which are southwesterly). This
will inform development at high elevations and winter city considerations.
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An observation of areas close to the Bow River that require additional protections, where erosion potential has marked the
full extent of Ogden’s western bluff as a conservation zone.
50

An observation of potential wildlife activity and settlement points. Ogden does have several wildlife corridors that should
be preserved, primarily along the riparian and contaminated areas.
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An observation of natural spaces without permanent structures. Any development here should provide additional
community utility and work to preserve aforementioned wildlife corridors.
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An observation of the floodplain, in consideration of the Bow River’s potential threat to permanent structures. None of
Ogden’s built form is at risk.
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2.4 BUILT FORM

As shown in the history section, Ogden has developed in
various phases over several decades and represents a slow
and methodical process that represents many different
approaches to community planning across time. This
analysis looks at what has resulted in terms of parcels, land
uses, building footprints, dwelling types, and responses to
the surrounding environ ment in terms of overall massing
and morphology, and how these factors interact with sun
and shadow. This information is then taken to see what
character Ogden exhibits through its built form, and what is
lacking in terms of residential, institutional, industrial, and/
or commercial uses.
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An observation of total building massing within the community, where the overall space between buildings has increased
moving east to west with development over time.
55

An observation of the size of individual properties throughout the neighbourhood, which will inform strategies dealing
with the addition of higher density that will span several lots.
56

An observation of the designations and performances of the neighbourhood’s structures, which follows a (often
problematic) suburban trend of exhibiting an over-abundance of residential use.
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An observation of the classification of building types allowed within each land use designation, which points to an
overabundance of single detached dwellings that densification should address
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Another observation of building types, with 3D modeling used to assist in spatial understanding, in which one can see the
low ceiling of structures across the entire study area.
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Taking a close look at the 3D model to provide a clearer understanding of how the overall morphology interacts together.
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An observation of the impact of shading at different times of year, with the community association highlighted as a
neighbourhood hub, and the convention center shown for context as it is the study area’s tallest structure.
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An observation of the impact of shading at different times of year, with the community association highlighted as a
neighbourhood hub, and the convention center shown for context as it is the study area’s tallest structure.
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An observation of the impact of shading at different times of year, with the community association highlighted as a
neighbourhood hub, and the convention center shown for context as it is the study area’s tallest structure.
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2.5 ROADS AND TRAFFIC

Much of the urban experience is reliant upon movements
and connectivity throughout the city. In this section, our
intention is to determine how people moved through the
community, where its street design was successful, and
where it could be improved. Given that the community is
so isolated, with only three vehicular entry and exit points
in the neighbourhood, investigating traffic activity helped
us to determine safety of roads, pedestrian activity, natural
desire lines, and if there were any points of overload or
underperformance.
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The community of Ogden is fairly well serviced by the bus
systems, shown here highlighting the bus routes and bus
stops that go through the community. However, there are
only 3 main entry and exit points by road to the community,
which can have an impact or even limit the amount of bus
servicing the community gets.

As you can see here, the overall community is not well
serviced by bike pathways with the only pathways running
along the river and not connecting to any major amenities
in the community. This can discourage people from trying
to utilize bikes as a legitimate means of transportation, and
have to rely on vehicles.

Bus Stops and Routes

Bike Routes

Roads

Roads

Bus Routes

Bike Path

Bus Stops
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There are few designated pathways just for pedestrians
outside of regular sidewalks. This can pose a problem with the
nature of the island effect Ogden has, as walkability to main
services is crucial. Understanding we are a winter city, the
snow removal has a strong impact on the effectiveness of each
mode of transportation, and should be taken into consideration
when looking at all three scales.

Shown here are the different types of roads that you can
find in Ogden, and their average vehicle per day data.

Pedestrian Pathways

Road Types

Residential Street ~2,000 vpd
Roads

Collector Roads ~2,000 - 8,000 vpd

Pedestrian Pathways

Arterial Roads ~20,000 - 50,000 vpd
Skeletal ~30,000 vpd
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Knowing the types of roads and the type of vehicle traffic
they can accommodate, we looked at data from 2019 to
see the amount of vehicle traffic actually coming in through
Ogden. The key take aways from this analysis is the heavy
flow of traffic Ogden rd and Glenmore trail have.

We looked at the incidents reports throughout the
community to see if any of the roads were posing problems,
particularly for pedestrians. Most of the traffic incidents
reported were involving vehicles, yet on the busier roads,
there were incidents with pedestrians and cyclists.

Traffic Volumes

Incidents

1

North/South ~12,000 vpd

Incidents Involving Pedestrians

2

North/South ~11,500 vpd

Incidents Involving Vehicles

3

East/West ~2,500 vpd

Incidents Involving Cyclists

4

North/South ~1,000 vpd

5
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East/West ~52,100 vpd

2.6 INFRASTRUCTURE

This section deals with the unavoidable and the absolutely
necessary. A community cannot negotiate with the
ground it sits on or the elements it needs to survive. By
analyzing elements such as topography and stormwater
management, we understand how the neighbourhood must
respond to natural features, and by determining where
essential services are run we understand what elements
must be respected as the essential first considerations to
any structural design interventions.
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Topography

Looking at the topography, there are key points
noted in the call outs that show where the
topography changes drastically. These areas
are along the river and towards the end of the
canal, which supports storm water runoff. It
is also important to note that there are storm
water ponds to the south east as well as the
underground stormwater infrastructure.

Stormwater Infrastructure
Hydrology
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Power Infrastructure

3m setback for power structures

Power Structure

Power Pole

The power infrastructure in the community demonstrates adequate
power distribution. However we can see the limitations that some of
the power infrastructure has on the built form. With a 3m setback for
all power structures, it will be important to limit the amount of built
form that falls into the red areas.

Street Light
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600m WALKSHED

600m Walkshed from school location
600m Walkshed from Safeway entrance

This map shows a 600m walkshed
from the respective starting points, one
being the entrance to the safeway in
the south west, and the other being the
point between both school to the north.
Looking at safeway specifically, the only
grocery store in the community, the
walkability to obtain groceries is not in
favor of those living on the east or north
of the community; which is also where
the most housing currently is.
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2.7 FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS
SCHOOLS
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1

Banting & Best School

2

Sherwood School

3

St. Bernadette School

4

Almadina Charter School
COMMUNITY SERVICE SPACES

9
2

1

10

Millican-Ogden Community Center

6

Safeway Supermarket

7

Fire Station #9
OPEN SPACES

5
3
11

13

12

6

5

4
7

15

Local Context | Community Analysis

8

Beaverdam Flats

9

Pop Davies Athletic Park

10

Lynnwood Park

11

George Moss Park
ARTERIAL ROADS

12

Ogden Road

13

18th Street SE
SKELETAL ROADS

14

Deerfoot Trail

15

Glenmore Trail
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Community Gathering Space
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Ogden Safeway
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In the final section of our neighbourhood analysis, we looked at the way that the neighbourhood is experienced by its
residents in terms of day-to-day leisure, uses, and gathering points. We started by highlighting the key spaces and institutions
within Ogden that drive its community ethic and create opportunities for gathering and building relationships, and created a
functional analysis map that highlights how residents move and where they ultimately settle.
What stands out is that there is a missing space for a central hub for businesses that provide opportunities to gather and
socialize, such as cafes, restaurants or theaters, and that the main gathering spaces are centralized around Ogden’s plentiful
green spaces and institutions like schools and the SE Calgary Community Resource Center.
73

2.8 ANALYSIS SYNTHESIS
Opportunities
Access to Open Space

To summarize our neighbourhood analysis,
we determined some key restrictions to
development spatially on the map you
see here. The most immediate issues that
supersede any strategy, development
potential or resident preferences are:

Bow River in Close Proximity
Range of Commercial Land Use Zoning
Existing Direct Control District is Flexible
Existing Legion Building is Unused
City Owned Land

Constraints
Laneway Housing is a Discretionary Use Under Existing RC1 Zone

1. The restrictive zoning seen across
the neighbourhood that creates and
maintains an over-abundance of low
density structures, which are primarily
single detached homes.

Duplexes are the Maximum Density Option Under Existing RC2 Zone
Soil Contamination
Ground Water Contamination

0

0.25

0.5

1

km

2. The extensive contamination from the former Imperial Oil site that prevents residential development across the north-tonortheast portion of the neighbourhood (where the north Green Line station is currently slated to go), and the groundwater
contamination on the City of Calgary site in the neighbourhood’s southeast corner.
In addition to this, we settled on three main points of focus that would drive our recommendations for interventions moving
forward, which are shown on the following pages:
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Natural Space: Ogden has an abundance of green space to work with that can be used to serve the community as gathering
spaces and potentially support other modes of connectivity aside from vehicles. By updating uses and creating connections
and wayfinding between these spaces, this can become a pillar of the community.
75

Connections: Ogden has a strong island effect within the community of Calgary, hemmed in by the river, the rail and a major
freeway in Glenmore, with primarily industrial uses beyond those boundaries. This creates a strong reliance on the vehicle
and, with only 3 major entry/exit points, this puts strain on free and easy movement. By creating better active transportation
networks and supporting the green line stations with complementary uses, this can be greatly improved.
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Typology: Ogden’s zoning has led to an over-saturation of single family homes. This is a contributing factor to the population
drain and resultant issues with perception and potential school closures. However, there is extreme potential for multigenerational and multi-family housing types and the potential for a Main Street to form along Ogden Road. By introducing
density into the community strategically, population can flourish and support the new businesses that residents desire.
77

3.0 DESIGN
INTERVENTIONS

78

This section constitutes our strategies for community based
improvements based on our research, engagement with community
members, and extensive deliberation as a team. Ogden is a large
community with a rich history, a strong community ethic, and great
bones in terms of its internal street structure for both walkability and
infill redevelopment potential. The information from this section is
meant to help Ogden enter into a new phase of its life cycle without
forgetting or displacing its heritage. It is shared with provide the reader
with ideas to inspire and move forward with, as this neighbourhood sits
on the precipice of major change and infrastructural investment from
the City of Calgary.
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3.1 OPPORTUNITIES
Lynnwood-Millican Station:
OGDEN COMMUNITY PARK
With nearby connections to Pop Davies
Athletic Park, Beaverdam Flats, Refinery Park,
and the proposed Millican Skate Park, the
north station can stimulate development as
Calgary’s foremost Community Park, acting
as a city-wide destination.

Ogden Station:
OGDEN VILLAGE CENTER
With an under-used and largely vacant
surrounding area, the south station can
stimulate development for a commercial
and residential core. Shown here is a .5 km
radius for a downtown development, and 1
km radius for density increases, which
together can double the neighbourhood’s
population and drive Ogden’s identity.
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We begin the section by looking at the incredible opportunity for growth provided to Ogden at this time. While this
neighbourhood began with a major investment due to the extension of the CP Rail and the establishment of the Ogden Shops,
that was over a century ago and there hasn’t been much in the way of major investments in the interim. However, with the
Green Line coming and two separate stations within Ogden in the plan, that is about to change. As the City of Calgary pushes
for a policy of Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) that create community nodes around its LRT stations, Ogdenites have
the ability to enter into negotiations for what these TOD nodes look like. Both stations will activate Ogden Road, which will set
it up as not only a Main Street, but a spine for community development moving forward.
Whether or not the reader agrees with all of the ideas displayed in this report, it is our team’s intention to stimulate thoughts
and inspiration for what could happen in some of these spaces. The construction of these stations is still several years away,
which provides a great opportunity to leverage the City and its developers for the types of interventions that would be of the
greatest benefit to the city.
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South Station

Before

The south LRT Station (Ogden Station) has the opportunity to follow the
precepts of more conventional transit-oriented development, acting as
the heart of a new village center for the ‘small town in the big city’ that
Ogden represents. By creating a commercial core and supplementing it
with added density, the community can double its population within a
small footprint and create a second—but very different—point of human
activity. There are many lots close to this station that are currently vacant
and city-owned, so urban design interventions can be both rapid and
unrestricted. Of the elements we see being particularly helpful are:

After
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1. A large grocery store at the base of one of the mixed use multi-story
structures we are proposing in a later section, that provides essential
goods to people without vehicles.
2. A multi-use pathway that breaks off Ogden Road and down 24 Street
SE, creating a strong north-south active transportation channel on the
neighbourhoods eastern edge.
3. The Ogden Station Platform itself, which will run to the west of and
behind the lots of Ogden Road, on the neighbourhood boundary, to
avoid all disruption.
4. A plaza space directly outside the new train station, that an be a
public gathering area and host buskers, performances, and other
integrative activities.
5. Street improvements to Ogden Road that widen sidewalks and
M
150
introduce
traffic-calming bump outs, improving the pedestrian realm
and adding capacity for street trees.
82

The activation of Ogden Station as a nexus for TOD activity can position Ogden among other historic neighbourhoods within
Calgary that have had intentional design upgrades in recent years that created town center developments adjacent to their
own LRT Stations.
The potential for developers to create these spaces will pay immediate dividends for them as well as the community, with
an increase in density adding to the value of both the land and the structures as new businesses flood into these spaces near
to the train station. Ogden and the City of Calgary can then leverage the developers into off-site levies that will improve the
pedestrian realm and green spaces like George Moss Park.

TENTH STREET NW: Sunnyside, Calgary
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1. Riley Park

2. Sunnyside Station

3. Main Street

As a nearby precedent we looked to Sunnyside in NW Calgary, one of the cities best performing neighbourhoods. We
envision this station assisting in the diverse and active main street activity of Ogden Road in the way Sunnyside Station does
for 10th Street NW, and George Moss performing a similar function to Riley Park. Furthermore, the low-rise high-density
approach we see for Ogden can replicate the urban morphology of the neighbourhood of Sunnyside as a whole.
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North Station

Before

The positioning of the north LRT Station (Lynnwood-Millican Station) is
an interesting one. With its platform currently slated for the northeast
corner of Pop Davies Park to the immediate west of Ogden Road, it
is surrounded by land that is within the risk management zone from
the contamination of the former Imperial Oil Refinery site. This risk
management zone restricts the development of many uses, including
permanent residential and commercial structures. As such, our proposal
for the space around this are not terribly disruptive:

After
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1. A large park-and-ride lot to the north across Millican Road SE, a
land-use that accommodates higher ridership but is compliant with
contamination concerns
2. A bus loop that also supports added ridership with a land use that
caps the land and does not disrupt its contaminated soils.
3. The Lynnwood-Millican Station Platform itself, which will not disrupt
Ogden Road’s vehicular traffic and will provide a buffer between the
road and Pop Davies.
4. Street improvements to both Ogden Road and Millican Road,
which the station will sit at the cross-roads of, that improve active
transportation, public realm and wayfinding. This will be further
explored in a later section on streetscape interventions
5. A new concession structure for Pop Davies, which will be one of the
soft change elements we envision for this green space.
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By moving to a wider lens, one sees a greater opportunity for large-scale infrastructural changes to the area surrounding the
north LRT station. With an assortment of nearby parks and open spaces such as Pop Davies Athletic Park, Refinery Park,
Beaverdam Flats and the reclaimed Lynnview Ridge site that we envision hosting a new skate park and family gathering area,
there is an opportunity to create a Community Park that encompasses all 4 into one cohesive whole.
The infrastructure changes required to accomplish this programming would be meaningful, but not at all cost-prohibitive.
Wayfinding elements such as signage and heritage plaques, improvements to trails and pathway, and soft improvements
that assist mobility, gathering and sanitation such as stairs, picnic tables, and trash bins will all help to create Calgary’s only
community park, and the only open space feature of its kind connected to an LRT Station.

BIJOU COMMUNITY PARK: Lake Tahoe, California
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1. Dog Park

2. Disc Golf Course

3. Skate Park

As a precedent for a community park with so many key features in close proximity to each other, we looked to Bijou Park in
Lake Tahoe, California–which boasts a skate park, dog park, and disc golf course in and among its well designed trails that are
adequately marked with wayfinding and other supportive material elements.
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AREAS OF INTERVENTION
NATURAL
SPACES
POPULATION &
DENSITY
MOBILITY

While the coming of the Green Line presents an exciting opportunity for Ogden, this is just one element and will not create a
comprehensive and dynamic neighbourhood change by itself. To catalyze this opportunity and develop the rest of Ogden, our
team has highlighted 3 key areas of development that respond to the three main points of focus that we determined in our
neighbourhood analysis phase. These are Mobility, Population and Density, and Open Space.

86

3.3 MOBILITY
The first category of interventions we will cover deals with
the way that residents experience Ogden as they go about
their day-to-day tasks, along its network of streets and
regional pathways. Throughout our Analysis phase, our
team noticed that the pedestrian realm was lacking, while
our public engagement highlighted issues of safety on the
ground, and cut-through traffic from Calgarians traveling to
and from other parts of the city. Ogden’s existing mobility
network prioritizes vehicles, creating an unappealing
environment for cyclists and pedestrians. Because of this,
we wanted to create a pedestrian realm that would address
concerns of safety while at the same time creating a more
active and inclusive environment.
To achieve this, we have proposed a road diet approach that
will be implemented in four different forms across several of
the neighbourhood’s streets. These approaches are similar
in that they repurpose excess space by redistributing it
to other uses such as cycle lanes, enhanced sidewalks, or
street trees and furniture.
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Ogden Road (Commercial Main Street)

Ogden Road’s Commercial Main Street will act as
both an opportunity and a driver for development
in Ogden. Currently, this spot has no sidewalk, a
gas station to the west set far back from the road,
and utility and rail infrastructure to the east. Our
interventions through the use of Road Diet 2 include
our proposed density, while also featuring a multiuse path for pedestrians and cyclists, as well as street
trees and lighting

Before

After
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Before

After
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North Ogden Road

Further north up Ogden Road, next to Pop Davies
Park, we can see significant changes through the use
of Road Diet1, which focuses on the pedestrian realm
and enhanced safety. With the Green Line set to run
between Ogden Road and Pop Davies, and an LRT
Station proposed on either end, this is to become a
highly trafficked walking corridor that connects to the
amenities and housing that our main street will offer.
To achieve this, we are adding separated cycle lanes,
a large sidewalk for pedestrians, and ample seating
and lighting opportunities along the way.

Before

After
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North 18th Street
Before

Road Diet 3 works to enhance the pedestrian realm,
while also making room for cyclists where possible.
The northern portion of 18th Street features 3.5
metre wide multi-use paths on both sides of the
street with added street lighting.

After
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78th Avenue

Before

After
Implementing Road Diet 3 in another example
features 78 Avenue. Our proposed increased density
at the current Legion site can be seen, as well as
wide sidewalks, lighting, and street trees. It is also
important to note here that we have removed a street
parking lane on the south side, while significantly
enhancing the pedestrian realm on both sides of the
street.
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South 18th Street

Road Diet 4 aims to connect the existing bike
network. Similar to the north section of 18th Street,
the south portion as pictured here will see widened
sidewalks to allow for multi-use paths. Thus, 18th
Street as a whole is being approached by both Road
Diets 3 and 4.
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Before

After

76th Avenue

76th Avenue will also feature Road Diet 4
interventions with separated cycle lanes that are
raised above the road to create a buffer between
from traffic. As 76th Avenue is one Ogden’s major
roadways, we have opted to have cutouts along the
sides to ensure speed limits are followed, as well as
to provide for some landscaping and lighting. Street
parking will still be available on both sides of the
street in between where the cutouts occur.

Before

After
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3.4 POPULATION AND DENSITY
Our second category of interventions seeks to address
the issue of Ogden’s stagnating population and lack of
businesses by introducing density and diversifying the
housing stock in a calculated way. Our team heard from
the community that while density was welcome, there was
a limit to the verticality of structures that residents were
comfortable with. On the other hand, we heard from our
steering committee that there was a need to listen to the
voiceless populations of Ogden’s future who will need a
different set of accommodations.
To adequately respond to both parties, we focused our
density targets at the logical centerpoint of the future
Ogden station as a new town center, and sought to
match the verticality of the buildings with rises in the
neighbourhood’s topography wherever possible. This
resulted in an approach where we would highlight spaces
that should be prioritized in development as well as zones
where we would seek to mandate minimum-maximum
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Ogden Station

Secondary Street
Residential Build-out

Green Line

Laneway Home Renovation
Ideal Target Area(s)

Main Street
Mixed Use Build-out

2-4 Story Residential
Gentle Density Target Area

Park Enclosure
Residential Build-out

3-4 Story Residential
Density Increase Area
4-6 Story Mixed Use
Commercial and Residential

6-8 Story Mixed Use
Commercial and Residential

Legion & City Site
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Density Breakdown

George Moss

Ogden Road

76th Avenue
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To properly achieve our densification strategy, our team determined a suitable distance from the intended Ogden Station
site (roughly 1 kilometre) where we could build out to an average height of 4 stories. This would effectively double the
neighbourhood population within a relatively small footprint. However, we know that this level of development happens over
decades, not years, so we have also highlighted 3 ‘build-out’ points where development should be emphasized early and
often.
As previously mentioned, the stretch of Ogden Road nearest to Ogden Station will be the commercial main street and as such
will be the space with the highest concentration of both new residential and commercial development, creating something of
a town center and a high point of activity for all of Ogden. However, even in the southern stretches beyond the commercial
town center, we are calling for a consistent 2 block perimeter of higher residential density to accommodate our team’s goals.
George Moss Park will be treated as a ‘back yard to the main street.’ We envision density building out from here in a way that
creates an enclosure effect around this green space where people in the smaller dwellings nearby can come to recreate and
spend time with others. The area to the north and immediate west of George Moss is also a strong space for non-invasive
density increases, as the ridge that cuts through the middle of Ogden can mask some of its verticality.
Finally, we highlighted 76th Avenue as a secondary residential main street where higher densities can also be achieved, as
development will match the streetscape changes already mentioned and create a strong east-west corridor for all forms of
movement. The added activity in combination with the smaller roadways will also discourage high speed cut-through traffic
that residents highlighted as being a safety concern in our engagements.
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Density Breakdown
Could be achieved with
R-C1, R-C1s, R-C2, R-CG

Could be achieved with
R-C2, R-CG, M-C1, M-C2, M-CG, M-G

Laneway: Laneway homes are an effective way to
introduce new density to a parcel with minimal disruption.
They help offset rental fees and provide multi-generational
housing. We highlighted 3 areas for this housing type: The
Olympia area in the center-south, whose partial cul-desac street design lends itself well to this, the southwest
portion of the community with its large alleys, and the
northwest area that has laneways topping the ridge
overlooking Pop Davies.

Laneway
– Studio
House/Zen
Architects

Gentle Density: Gentle Density simply refers to new
builds or renovations that can make more efficient use
of parcels by adding height and/or extra dwelling units.
This often looks like a single detached home becoming a
duplex, or two lots becoming a townhome or multiplex.
Our Gentle Density zone highlights areas that work well
with this due to street layout, parcel configuration and
infill potential.

Duplex/
Detached Le Poulailler
House / eba
architecture

Townhouse –
South Calgary
31/RNDSQR
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Could be achieved with
R-CG, M-C1, M-CG, M-G
3-4 Story Residential: The 3-4 story
residential can look like low-rise apartments,
but it can also be an extension of the Gentle
Density typology of 3 story skinny homes and
townhomes. The area that is marked with this
designation simply moves from recommending
for this level of development to mandating it, in
a way that assures density and design targets
are met.

Low Rise
Residential - Love
Building / CHT
Architects
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Could be achieved with
M-C1, M-C2, M-H1
4-6 Story Mixed-Use: The 4-6 story
Mixed-Use area is the demarcation of the
new Ogden Town Centre. This provides for
commercial, retail or office use at ground
level with residential on upper floors,
and assures a basic level of interest and
engagement at street level that drives
activity within this area. This area would
come with the expectation of active frontage
zones and minimum setbacks that encourage
an enjoyable public realm.

Mid Rise
– Park
and Polk /
Jonathan
Segal
Architect

Could be achieved with
M-C2, M-H1, M-X1, M-X2, MU-1,
7-8 Story Mixed Use: The 7-8 story MixedUse area is located in one site at the very
southern edge of Ogden Road, which will
be covered in more depth shortly. For the
building profile, this would follow the 5-over-1
architectural approach with a bottom floor
that is of a different material and use than
the rest of the building, which would be set
back from it to mitigate shadow effect and
create an atmosphere of separate uses.

Mixed Use - Bill
Sorro Community
Building /
Kennerly
Architecture &
Planning

Legion Site: Before
Former Legion &
City of Calgary Site
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The southern end of Ogden Road is
highlighted by two under-used and
problematic lots: one is the site of the former
Legion Building, which is currently vacant
and uninhabitable, and the other is a City
of Calgary-owned site that has extensive
groundwater contamination from industrial
activity in the Ogden Shops which currently
prevents development from taking place here.
Our team sees this space as a crucial area
for all of Ogden, as it is a Gateway for its
major thoroughfare (Ogden Road), and
presents an opportunity to make an impact as
either an entry or an exit to the community.
Furthermore, it sits at the base of a large
ridge that acts as a natural barrier for
continued development while also masking
higher building heights than residents may
be comfortable seeing elsewhere in the
neighbourhood. In terms of morphology,
topography and available space, it is a perfect
space for a larger scale development–which
is exactly what would be needed to offset the
costs of remediation.
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Legion Site: After
Former Legion &
City of Calgary Site
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Our proposal is to create the tallest residential
structures in the neighbourhood in this space,
one on the lot of the former legion and another
mirroring it across Ogden Road to the western
edge of the City of Calgary site. The remainder
of the City of Calgary site would be slated for
phytoremediation–a process that uses particular
complementary plant species to naturally filter
out groundwater contamination.
The two buildings would mark the gateway to
the main street in a profound and noticeable
way. The pedestrian realm would be exaggerated
here with widened sidewalks and active frontage
allowing for out-door patio spaces or other uses
complementary to ground floor businesses. The
rest of the site slated for phytoremediation could
make use of species that perform well in Calgary
such as poplars, birches and western wheatgrass
to create an urban forest that could be enjoyed
by residents and help meet city-wide tree canopy
targets. Regional pathways could connect from
here to the top of the ridge where the Glenmore
Convention Center is, in line with the Green Line
tracks, and north to the Town Center.
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Phyto remediation

Plaza with commercial ground level
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3.5 NATURAL SPACE
Lynnwood Contamination Site
Beaver Dam Flats & Ridge

Pop Davies Athletic Park

Lynnwood Park School Site

Harry Huish Park
George Moss Park
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Our final category of interventions deals with Ogden’s extensive open space network, and looks to create a more cohesive
system that improves the safety and functionality of all these spaces more generally, and introduces systematic changes
to a couple key spaces more directly. Residents of Ogden spoke about their green spaces with pride and wished that more
people, both in and outside the community, knew the extent of how wonderful these spaces were. From the views along the
Bluff, to the trails in Beaverdam Flats, to the various dog parks and sports amenities scattered throughout the community, this
category was the one that Ogdenites highlighted as a community strength.
To properly respond to the desires of community residents, we looked at soft changes that could be applied throughout the
community before settling on two areas that could bring their surroundings to a higher level of design and cohesion. These
changes will build on this strong foundation already evident within Ogden in a profound way.
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Sunnyside Calgary, AB

Ogden Calgary, AB

Stock Image

Providing stair and fixing ones
currently on site to provide more
opportunities to enjoy the space

Providing garbage cans creates a
space that welcomes people to stay
longer

Gazebos provide the ability to
use the space in different weather
conditions, increasing the amount of
use the spaces can get

Prince’s Island Park Calgary, AB

Silver Springs Calgary, AB

Stock Image

Picnic tables that allow for places
to stop and enjoy the space in more
programmed ways, potentially with
larger groups

Look out points to allow everyone to
enjoy the views in Ogden

Community gardens have already
been approved for locations within the
community
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George Moss: Before
George Moss Park
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Some of the opportunities we noticed with George
Moss park is the tie to recreation. This park has
a lot of opportunity to support various recreation
activities. One of the ways to support these
recreation activities is to simply diversify what is
there. We saw having three baseball diamonds
as an opportunity to utilize the space for other
sports and recreation activities to allow for a more
diverse range of people to come and enjoy the
space.
Another opportunity with George Moss park is
simply the more central location and proximity
to the future train stations. This was something
we took heavily into consideration, and a prime
location like this can serve the community is so
many ways.
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George Moss: After
George Moss Park
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We wanted George moss park to be a recreation
“hub” for the community. We have included
a new building to act as the equipment rental
space. Because of our increase density targets,
we removed the current Southeast Calgary
Community resource centre and combined it with
the use with the equipment rental space.
To diversify the sporting uses and recreation
options in the community, we have included a
soccer field and basketball courts, as well as
keeping the existing tennis courts. The water
feature can be used for skating in the winter, and
shallow water play in the summer.
Due to the increased density around the park,
we felt there was a strong opportunity to create
a pedestrian friendly street with the added
commercial use to the east edge of the park. There
will be a plaza space that connects to a woonerf
style road which is a type of road that puts a
heavy emphasis on pedestrian activity. With a
multi use pathway between the edge of the plaza
and the woonerf style road, as well as different
paving on the road itself, this will encourage cars
to slow down to create safety.
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Equipment rental + SECRS

Playground
Soccer field
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Multi-season water feature
Basket Ball Courts

Shared road

Imperial Oil Remediation Site: Before
Ogden Skate Park
& Recreation Space
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Due to the contamination on the site, we
knew we had limited options when it came to
development. As mentioned previously, one
of Ogdens greatest assets is the abundance of
green space and we saw this is an opportunity
to further enhance that.
The size and location of this site allowed us
to explore fun and different opportunities for
recreation and open space that could further
serve the diversity of the community now and in
the future.
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Imperial Oil Remediation Site: After
Ogden Skate Park
& Recreation Space
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Our next green space is looking at the Imperial
Oil Remediation site to the North of Ogden. Due
to the contamination on Lynwood park, this is
an excellent opportunity to repurpose it to be
more of an activity specific park.
Looking at the idea of having various recreation
options in Ogden, we wanted to have more than
just areas for sports. Here we have a proposed
skate park, splash park, a gazebo sitting area,
and dedicated locations with fire pits, benches,
and picnic tables for gatherings with larger
groups of families and friends.
With the proposed density and hoping to retain
more multi-family and multi-generational
housing, we anticipate all age ranges to live in
Ogden and we want there to be something for
all ages to enjoy. The fire pit areas allow for a
free option for larger events such as birthdays
or family reunions. One of the key factors here
is the proximity to the green line. We want this
space to be a destination type park for all of
Ogden, and even the greater Calgary area
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Splash Park

Covered seating area

Skate Park

Fire pits
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4.0 SUMMARY
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4.1 OPEN HOUSE NOTES
A few days before the deadline for submission of this report, our team was fortunate enough to present our ideas for
neighbourhood growth to Ogden residents at an open house held at the Millican-Ogden Community Center. In general, the
excitement level was high and our work was well-received. We have included some of the notes and discussions that stood
out to our team.
• Not surprisingly, much of the discussion we had was centered around our proposed open space enhancements–
which has stood out as the pride of Ogdenites throughout this entire process. They were generally very enthusiastic
and their suggestions were considering how community members could take things further–particularly in the
Lynnview Ridge site that was reclaimed after contamination, where potential wind concerns were brought up as a
point of consideration.
• In discussions around our idea to create a community park linking the numerous green spaces around the intended
northern Lynnwood-Millican Green Line LRT station, there was a suggestion made and strong approval for
permanent Orienteering trails, particularly in the historic Beaverdam Flats area and the heritage homes in Lynnwood.
• Interestingly, the only discussions around density were strongly in approval and even asking why we did not propose
more. This ran counter to much of our previous surveys and discussions, but was still encouraging for our team as it
meant that we managed to keep our density to reasonable levels that could absolutely be added to in the future.
• Residents were in strong approval of the Main Street/Town Center approach to building out from the intended
southern Ogden Green Line LRT Station, and mentioned frustration that previous draft plans had gotten away from
centering development on Ogden Road–which had long been the preference stated by the community.
Altogether, after a two-year degree that took place throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, it was an absolute joy to end our
project meeting the Ogdenites we had come to care so much about. We sincerely enjoyed the opportunity to engage in
person-to-person conversations about our passions and their home.
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(Alaniz-Uribe, 2022)

4.2 SUMMARY
In closing, the team at Haven would like to once again
thank the community of Ogden for welcoming us and our
ideas with open arms, our steering committee for both
their generosity in making time for us in their schedule
and their thoughtful advice, and the the University of
Calgary–in particular, Professor Francisco Alaniz-Uribe,
whose kindness, professionalism, and high degree of
industry intellect was on display throughout this process.
We fell in love with Ogden over the course of this project,
and will be watching very intently how this community
develops over the coming years and especially when
the Green Line extends into, through and beyond its
neighbourhood boundaries. The history is rich, the
community is strong, and the potential for positive
growth is immense.
It is our most sincere hope that the work of Haven and
all the partner groups in this Advanced Planning Studio
inspires readers, and some of the ideas generated over
the last four months are reflected in Ogden’s future.
Thank you for your time and attention.
-Kevin Bailey, Sara Boulos, and Rachel Smigelski
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4.3 REFERENCES
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