MARDA LOOP
COMMUNITIES
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COMMUNITY PROFILE
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Marda Loop is a dynamic community with a rich history in Calgary. The
33rd Avenue mainstreet and proximity to downtown make the community
a popular local destination and a highly desireable place to live. Despite a
slightly lower growth rate than the city average, changing demographics
and widespread inner-city development have led to pressure for the com-
munity to grow and adapt in a sustainable manner. The aim of this project
IS to provide the community with a tool help guide future development.
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PROJECT VISION

TO GUIDE LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT IN MARDA LOOP TO
SUCCESSFULLY RESPOND TO CHANGING URBAN CONDITIONS IN A
WAY THAT ENSURES PEOPLE CENTRED OUTCOMES.

create CHOICE + enhance COMMUNITY

invigorate through SENSIBLE

OPPORTUNITY REDEVELOPMENT CHARACTER
« Encourage active and multi modal transportation « Better planning of transitional areas « Design a more pedestrian-friendly streetscape and user-
options firendly open spaces
« Develop flexibility and adaptability in the built form
« Improve variety and connectivity between open « Guide future development to better respond with the
spaces « Ensure proper distribution of amenities to support existing urban fabric
increased population base
« Create opporunities for diverse and inclusive housing « Enhance integrity of nature through environmentally

choices responisble practices

« Support increased housing stock within existing fabric

« Support commercial development within properly
managed mixed use practices

ﬁ Mixed-Use
Development

Contextual Character

Seamless Density
Transition

Natural Integrity
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Streetscape
Enhancements

Increased
Housing Stock
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Adaptable Built Form

ﬁv Multimodal
Transportation

ﬁ' Various
Open Spaces

Well Distributed
Amenities

Diverse Housing
Choices
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open space

x KEY ISSUES

: Current condition: What we've heard:
| B - abundant and well-distributed open space - Residents value the open space and urban forest
z | - — Vs N | | - great urban forest resources - Lack of enough amenities and programming
S ecccccccon s e e o] J0AESW . . .
< [ - U - green infrastructure potential - Missing types (Basketball court, Plaza)
r —j‘— —_d 3% Ave SW

W 9;,':(..:..' .V.V.fmn.q.‘.,... foooo pesSW L DIRECTION

|
: | e 1 | = Il "l Short term:
1 ‘ ‘oofooqoo,oro—o oo 000 8) N 3 Ave SW ;
| maintain and improve open spaces to meet the needs of individuals without
| sacrificing the environmental integrity
l

Long term:

’F. [ N} ... .a‘,. { .. Q o0 00009000

create a sustainable green network to shape the character of the community
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: OPEN SPACE STRATEGIES

Diversity Design Amenities Urban Forest Green Streetscape
Infrastructure

PRIORITY 1: PRIORITY 2:

Improve existing condition of neighbourhood Transform ill-defined space to new type of open space
park through small intervention

The community should enhance the existing open space by better The community should pursue opportunities to create new open space to meet The surface parking lots especially in front of popular commercial points have
programming and amenities. the changing demand of residents in different age groups. The large area of potential to be transformed into small plaza, which could be gathering places to
The possible small interventions include good sitting arrangement, surface parking lots could be transformed into unique and dynamic open space increase social interaction.

lighting, planting, etc. by creative landscape design.
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- Underground Parking

!

or Plaza
i - Outdoor Stage

PRIORITY 3: PRIORITY 4:

Redefine the functions of school field and riverfront Create connections between open space by
streetscape and green infrastructure

School playgrounds as part of open space system have huge potential to be The redesign will define a hierarchy of pathways and zones with various Better connections between existing parks will allow more access to open
redesigned to provide wider uses outside of school hours. functions to solve the conflict between different park users -- pedestrian, dog spaces especially in denser area. Moreover, sustainable network will also
owner and cyclist. shape the characters of the community.
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House Street Open Space

Square: Ice Skating During Wiry
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mobility

PROPOSED STREET TYPOLOGY
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including shops, restaurants, and services.

Typical Condition

Potential to be key transit routes.

Need to accommodate large pedestrian volumes.

Neighbourhood Main Street

Lie at the heart of daily life by offering walkable destinations

Residential Street

Major circulation routes to schools and open space with limited vehicle

speed.

Ideal location to support active transportation { e.g. cycling).

Need for traffic calming measures.

Typical Condition
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Zones for [garking
and landscaping

Flexible zones
with a clear path

Median Planter Street Trees

STREET DESIGN STRATEGIES

Streets for Ecosystem

Safety Multimodal Streets as Public Space

4-way Intersection | 20th St & 34th Ave Complex Intersection | 33th Ave & 20th St Street Improvement around School Area

« Narrow corner radii to reduce vehicle turning speed and to
J - Increase pedestrian space (Interim Design Strategies) increase legibility.

i B -« Mini roundabouts with the plantings to beautify the street. « Traffic diverters and refuge islands to reduce
:5_’ . Add stop and yield control signs. vehicle speeds on cycle streets.

. Ideal speed is 20 km/h to ensure safe environment for cyclist « Bulb-outs into the parking lane for additional
and pedestrians. public space.

|

« Simplify geometry of complex intersection to _ ,
« Widen the sidewalk along schoolyard

« Add planting strip
« Add sighage and pedestrian crossings

Lighting Signs and Signals Middle Block Crossing Parking
. Spacing between light poles is typically - Set signal cycles to accommodate all users. . Provide crossings every 80 - 100m. + Add no parking signage at T section
2.5 -3 times the height of the fixture. + Add legible entrance to underground Parking
« Maximum parking space allowed in development instead of minimum
. e . « Require pay parking along major commercial corridor
i @ i L] . .
— E 0.8m/s ﬁ " k 1.5m/s I e Support car sharing
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EXISTING LAND USE PROPOSED LAND USE (LONG-TERM)
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I' ! ': 30 Ave SW : -] D u.: 30 Ave SW

| | -' Current condition:
|

2 hvos - call for large scale development along main
streets

- poor transition of densities in built form

{

38 Ave SW

What we've heard:

[ ]

- ‘spot’ densification is an undesireable trend
- particularily along 33rd AV east of 20th ST

- diverse local commercial activity is valued
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33rd + 34th Avenues Riverpark Commercial

The 38th AV and 14 ST intersection was identified to be a
problem area through the engagement process. Combined
with poor access and use of the north-sidesgf the River Park,
a re-invigoration of land use and street designeanmeélp
oring life and activate thisiedge. N
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UNDERGROUND PARKING

SENSIBLE TRANSITIONS

Section along 28th Avenue SW
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housing + heritage

PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL LAND USE

papulatiaon [2014) projected population [2042)

13477
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orojected absorption of

~1900

|

[

IR

ll
20 A S0

dwellings [2014]

6316

: : 1 dwelling units by 2042
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L LOW DENSITY MEDIUM DENSITY
; + 2-3storeys +  3-4 storeys
+  R-Clis); R-CIL[s); R-CIM [potentially R-CZ in the mid i M-CGMECE MiER
to long term)| +  fourplex; stacked townhomes; i

» Intentisto maintain asmall area of sing le family
dwellings (with the potential for both basement
and backyard sutes in the long term)

low rise apartments

| MEDIUM DENSITY MIXED USE

v W-UT M-UZ

+ similar in scale to medium but intended along
the main street [33rd AV) and 1in transition ar-
eas surrounding 33rd AW

+ Intended to accomodate flexible spaces with
options for [ve-work units
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LOW - MEDIUM DENSITY
v+ Z2-35toreys
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- MEDIUM - HIGH DENSITY

g i + R-CZ [minimum; _FE—CG; [ _ _

% . accomc:_:ndate a variety of groun_d—onented housing +  4-Bstoreys

g _ _ types; singles with suites, semi-detached, row/town- + C-CORx M-UT M-UZ, M-C2 # '!IqI“ Ji'
E e MR ee houses, potentially fourplexes +  mixed usealong main corridors III F“ll .

with commercial uses on the
street level mixed use livefwork;
mid-rise apartments

LANEWAY HOUSING GUIDELINES

In @ transitioning community, laneway homes are an opportunity to provide housing for diverse users that may shift and change
over time. Whether for aging parents, downsizing homeowners, adult children, or renters, laneway homes can be a short to

mid term solution for increasing the housing stock in Marda Loop. They are effective In that they acheive needed density while -
contributing positively to the urban fabric rather than simply replacing it and can provide more affordable housing options for
many people who wish to live in the inner city.
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LANEWAY BEAUTIF IC.&.TIDN STRATEGIES

‘COutdoor amenity space must be provid-
B e oo Lo e e ledfor the suite and can ke in the form
Laneway homes should pro- ¢ of a deck or patio.

vide additional greencpace i
to account far any lost back- /
wvard area. This" can also be
g way to beautify the lane-
way with landscaping en-
couraged at the front of the
laneway homes.

AREAS CURRENTLY APPROPRIATE
FOR LANEWAY HOMES

e

F—J

i<

'

na S

£
=
]

7

[,

WETrL

NS
=

{ Lane facing entrances are P |
\ required and cantribute to
enhancing the |E|F|‘EFEEE|F:-E

- fostering greatér social
interaction, extending the }
public realrm and pedestri- ¢
an pathways. / %

A minimum of 1 off street
_+ _parking stall must ke pro-
"~ wided for the suite and
should be incorporated
. with landscaping where
.. applicable.

42 s

iWF &

CED RS

= = Transit Routes

7

% Building scale and design should account for the
5 nE-|ghb|:|ur|r'|g context Emd prwacy

METEAL

Bike Lanes

a

Laneway Zones

HERITAGE

CHANGE IN BUILT FORM OVER TIME

POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF CONSERVATION

INCREASED AFFORDABILITY COMMUNITY SENSE OF PLACE REDUCED CARBON FOOTPRINT
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Currenth, morethan 25% of
population spend 30% or more of
their household income on sheker.

Community's strong desire to
prezere the Hentage and create a
community with soul.

Study conducted by delta diz landfill
states 74% of waste is from residential
demolistion waste.

"Old ideas can sometimes use new buildings.
New ideas must use old buildings.”
Jane Jacobs

CHARACTER HOME RETENTION STRATEGIES TOOL KIT METHQODS
DENSITY TRAMSFER TAX INCEMTIVES COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND
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