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Planning Sustainable Communities: Experiential
Learning & Davy Lands Project

Planning Sustainable Communities

During the 1950s, the movement of people away from urban centers led to the evolution
of the suburban residential neighbourhood, and ultimately to strip commercial and office
development. Continuing demand for lower density housing resulted in consumption of
large tracts of land at the expense of the environment and the increasing economic and
social costs. In recent years, there have been concerted efforts in North America to deal
with the urban sprawl that resulted from unchecked development and laissez-faire
attitudes. The challenge in the future is to accommodate growth through development
that is marketable and economically feasible; development that is guided by the
principles of ‘smart growth’; development that creates a sense of community and
identity through effective planning and design solutions.

In this context, the new planning approaches are guided by the vision for sustainable
cities as places that build on their assets and have a strong sense of place. People that
live in these cities value healthy ecosystems, use resources efficiently and actively seek to
retain and enhance a locally based economy. The planning process in these
communities is engaging, inclusive and constructive.



Pedagogical Approach

This project provided an opportunity to apply these ideas in practice. Organised as a six-
week intensive research course at the University of Calgary, the project created a
framework for experiential learning and discourse on a wide range of strategies to pursue
sustainability in practice. A group of planning students developed a community plan for
Davy Lands—a new community on the edge of the city of Airdrie. Students broadened
their knowledge on urban sustainability through field visits, lectures, hands-on community
planning experience and interaction with developers, planners, architects, academics,
and community activists. The pedagogical approach incorporates theoretical
approaches to sustainability in the university curriculum through experiential learning and
exposure to the real world of planning practice.

Students explored different aspects of the community planning process through census
data analysis, research and evaluation of different development scenarios for the study
area, as well as the design of a concept land use plan. The final outcome of this studio
project provided a vital mechanism for collective learning as well as for the
development of a range of practical urban planning skills.

Objectives

The overall objective of the project was to introduce students to planning approaches to
achieve sustainability in new suburban communities. Specific objectives were:
» To provide a step-by-step introduction to the community planning process and
planning policies aiming at sustainability;



» To provide an opportunity to apply sustainable community planning and design
approaches to the development of a concept land use plan of Davy Lands;

» To enhance learning through a framework for efficient collaboration among
student teams dealing with sector specific issues — housing, employment,
transportation, community facilities, infrastructure.

Learning Outcomes

e
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The work of the students illustrates the vision for Davy Lands, as well as the conceptual
community plans presented to our client—the developer of Davy Lands. It incorporates
their critical reflection on planning policy tools and instruments to plan and build
sustainable communities. The community plans create a bold vision for a new
community that is compact, transit oriented, and diverse in terms of housing choices and
neighbourhood amenities. The planning policy framework advocates integration of land
uses, clustering of neighbourhood activities and environmentally sensitive approach to
development. It articulates the need to create a strong sense of place and
neighbourhood identity through preservation of the cultural and environmental heritage
on the land.

Dr Sasha Tsenkova, MCIP, MIUA
Professor of Planning and International Development
University of Calgary



Regional Context

Location

SWOT Analysis

* Afrdrie is located in South-Central Alberta,

Just North of the City of Calgary. The Davy
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Popu.'lation Projection

* The annual percentage growth In the City of
Alrdrie has exceoeded 5% over the last 6 years
* in just over 12 years, the population has doubled
*Rapid population growth has put tremendous
strain on all aspects of development and has
created a housing shortags
* The population boom mey be the cause of a
significant incresse in the construction of
multifamnily housing within the last two to three

TAryn Paber Latta Marlis Shana HVDF 805

Employment &
Income

* The unemployment rate in the City of Airdrie
for 2006 was 3.1%

= The most popular employment sectors are:

- Business, finance and administration
oscupations

fl} - Sales and service occupations

- Transport

- Equipment oparators
*Little primary industry or processing
employment is located in the city

* The median income for the City of Alrdrie in
2001 was $27, 212, a figure which has likely
inereased to date
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Policy Matrix

Vision

To creata a vibrant and diverse community that promotas liveabls urban spaces and contributas to the overall soclal and
environmental wellness of the “The Bdge” community.
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Objectives Through
Design

*= To achieve environmental soocial, and
sconomical sustainability through implementing
stratagic design principles and cohesive planning
policies.
* To ensure connectedness to the neighbourhood
and the surrounding naighbourhoods of the City of
Airdrie through open space oconnectivity and
pathways.
= To promote stewardship of the historical conteaxt
of Airdrie to enhance a Sense of Flace,
= To create a complete community that is
inclusive, affordable and comprehensive by
providing a variety of housing typologles.

Open Space connectivity through a 400 m
walkable pathway to Nose Creek Open Space and
other areas in the neighbourhood.

Goals
Bold and Beautiful

Be & naighbourhood that is bold in its concepts of
design and integration and to oreate a beautiful
natural environment that people will enjoy.
Pedestrian Orientad

Ba & pedestrian oriented neighbourhood that
fosters greater connectivity and sense of place
through balanced design.

Safe and Accessible

Be a neighbourhood that considers the safety and
acoessibility of local residents and visitors.
Character and Pride

Have a distinet character within the
neighbourhood that fosters a sense of pride.
Environmental Stewardship

Have a olear understanding of ths natural
environment and guarantee that development
contributes to the health and well-being of
residents of Airdria.

Integration of Open Spaca

Have a definitive and comprehensive integration
of open spaces, streets, transit, pedestrian and
hicyele pathwaysa.

DESIG N CALGARY
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Residential Development

Goals

* To provide affordable, liveable and diverse housing types that suit the needs of
all residents.

* The housing types will encourage an inclusive community by accommodating
& hroad spectrum of people: those from various socic-economic backgrounds,
cultural backgrounds, age groups and lifestyles.

Housing Types

* To increase the supply and diversity of housing in Alrdrie, to provide 61% of the
housing units as multi-family units: low-rise apartments, stacked townhouses,
pourtyard townhouses and street townhouses.

* To provide 39% as single family units: small single family - semi detached, small
single family and medium single family units,

Affordability
* To provide a wide array of housing options to suite the needs of people from all
socio-economic statuses. Dwelling Type Gross
Co-housing Densi
= Tio provide secure, affordable housing with & community atmosphere, Low Density 5-8 upa
Foous on sustainability, community interaction and an inclusionary Single detached on:
design. | 60" lots
Housing Density /Diversity ! ﬁ: :m g upa
* To encourage sustainable development practices with a goal towards E:E:
LEED certified building. e T v P
| Medium Density 11-18 upa
* To promote higher density living in an innovative and unique fashion with I
the goal of 8 U.P.A. ‘Small Singles on 30° 11 upa
lots
Semi-detached on 30" 11 upa
lots
| Semi-detached on 27" 12 upa
lots T
Interlots 14 upa
Quattroplex 15 upa
Courtyard 18 upa
Design Principles Townhouses
To create distinet neighbourhoods that suite the needs of all
residents and create a cohesive community, _High Density 20+upa
= ; | Stacked Townhouses 20-25 upa
3  Walk-up Apartments  20-25 upa
: | Low-rise Apartments  30-40 upa
Four to eight storey 40-80 upa
|

TArFT Faber Latta Marlis Shana HVLF B80i
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Goal:

* To provide for local employment and retaill opportunities within the
community of *The Edge" while respecting the wider policy context of
maintaining the downtown as the focus of commercial development and

supporting a north retail node as a compliment to this polioy.

Objectives:

Neighbourhood Nodes

* To provide two separate pedestrian- and transit-friendly, vibrant community-
scale retail, institutional and employment areas within the community of “The
Edge”. These arsas are intended to service the nelghbourhood retail needs of the
community.

Community Retail
* To create a retail area in the community of “The Edge” to meet the community-

scale retall needs of the community while not detracting from the commercial
dominance of the downtown.

Roquired Commercial Acreage

Commercial Space Required (Sq Fiiperson) 20
Total Population B536 |
Commercial Square Footage 170715 |
1 acro = 43560 sq ft 43560

‘Commercial Acroage ag1e1
Parking FAR FAR 0.4 8.7077 |

" Total Commarclal Acreage 13747

Commarcial
Types
1 Neighbourhood Node 393,
1 Hllnhhnu_rl'luod Node 2.07
"1 Community 7.2 |
 Commercial
Total 1372

Taryn Feter  Latta Marlls  Shana TVDF B06 Iij ’m‘l
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Communi ty Services
and Schools

Gnal Allocation of MR [schools, community facllities)
* To provide for community facilities for the mwm:‘“m 360 b
community of “The Edge" that make efficlent US8 | Tl Joint Use Site 16.00
of land, provide excellent quality of service and | schoal Population 805
connect in appropriate ways to the community :_!_l:r!y_-_@g_ﬂg_gﬂ . B60
while ensuring services provided will be | Minus catholic school [35%) 558
responsive to the changing needs of the mﬂdﬂhhmhmyﬁwl*mm} E?F_
community. (Airdrie Flan 1-1 A 1).
Joint School / Community

Centers

* Objective: To provide for one Jjoint
elementary/junicr high school and community
center site in the neighbourhood to provide for the
educational and community needs of the two
naighbourhoods of “The Edge”. The joint facility will

Tha barn currently locatad on slta will be restored and serva
be sasily accessible to all residents of *The BEdge".

a5 the community bullding
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Emergency Services i [ R E ==

= Objective: To ensure & safe and segurs
environment for the residents of “The Edge"
through the efficlent and rapid provision of
police, fire and emergency medical services to
the community. (Airdrie Plan, 1-1C.1).

TArFT Faber Latta Marlis Shana HVLF B80i
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Goal

*“To ensure the reliable provision of water/wastewater, sewage and energy
infrastructure while promoting energy and water conservation practices,
waste reduction and green Infrastructure within the community. To ensure
that utilities are located in & manner that maximizes utilization, respects the
natural environment and enhances the opportunity for the righta of way to

complement the open space gystem. (Alrdrie Flan, 3-1.1)
Water/Wastewater

*Objective: To provide for clean, safe water and

wastewater infrastructure for the community while Ralnbarrles conserve witor and

promoting water conservation and waste water mitigabe stormwatar affeots
recycling.

Bolar panels can be used as asvmings in the
rotall districts

Stormwater

*Objective: To meet the City of Alrdrie’s requirements for storm
watar managament practices and eliminate storm water runoff
into Nose Creek through a eeries of storm water management
practices by strictly adhering to Sustainable Urban Drainage
Bystams (8UDS).

Terraced wetlands can mitigate storm water runoff

Solid Waste

*Objective: To reduce the quantity of sclid waste generated in the
community destined for landfills while ensuring high
environmental and health standards associated with solid waste.
(Alrdrie Plan 1-2.3, 3-4.8).

Enﬂrg A compost will be located in the restored barn
‘Objective; To promote energy efficiemcy throughout the

community while making provisions for local energy
production.

HVDF 805 h,“! Ei&
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I'rans porta tion and
Open Spaces

Goal:

* To provide well-designed infrastructure with the
capaocity to support a successfill transportation system
that offers & convenient alternative to the automobile.
* The transportation system will focus on affordabllity
and accesaibility for all citizens.

* It will be used as a way to travel in and out of the
neighbourhood as well as within the commumnity.

Objectives:

Destination Oriented Transit (DOT)

* Objective - the City of Airdrie wishes to focus thelr
transit system on DOTs to provide residents with a transit
system that will facilitate travel from various destinations
to their residencs.

* DOTs are established with the intention of creating a
Tranait Oriented Development (TOD) in the future.

* The Davy Lands community will integrate itself into the
broader City of Alrdrie system and use the higher density,
mixed usa developments as a model for futurs TOD.

Hoad Network

* To provide & cohesive, Interconnected set of road that will
maximize the long-term efficiency and accessibility for a

variety of transportation methods. In compliance with the
City of Airdrie policles it will accommodats vahioular and
non-motorized traffic In a safe, efficient and balanced
manner; it will emphasize and accommodate transit use,
pedestrian circulation and connectivity within the
COmmMunity.

Multi-use Pathways (Pedestrians, Cycling and In-Line Skating)

* To decrease the dependence on automobiles by providing a unified,
attractive and safe network of pedestrian, bicycle and other multi-use
pathways that will encourage alternative modes of transportation
throughout The Edge at Davy Lands.

*To ereate a vibrant, cohesive neighbourhood structure that promotes
social intaraction.
Parlding

*To provide adequate parking for the Davy Lands community by using
innovative urban design principles.

B e
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Vision/Frolicy IVNEIatxixsr

Prairie Slkkies

Open Space Creekside Suburban Living

sl i ki drmtaliols | Sty Professor Sasha Tsenkova
Vision: Praine Skies exemplifies sus-

commisnity e, Integration of the community open

ST ey St i, whrs o
ta maximize the amount the open space in order to mmenl.lhtmrv and mnu::nnyl.rug;a
provide residents with open spaces for civic enjoy- nterconnected and va
ment while also providing green spaces as natural
habitat for wildlife. Finally, community memberships
are encouraged to be stewards of the open space
system.

Guiding Principles:

To realize this vision, three guiding
principles are defined.

Prairie Skies:

1) follows the triple bottom line ap-

proach to achieve social, economic
and environmental sustainability.

2) places wimost importance on hous-

ing affordability and vanety, support-

ing a diversity of lifestyles and creat-

ing an inclusive community

3) recognizes the significance of the

natural emironment and tradition.

Environment

Davy Lands strives to be an environmental responsible com-
munity. To meet this goal, the community has multiple objec-
tives, including water quality and conservation measures,
stoom water best management praclices, waste reduction and
recycling programs, community energy-saving initiatives, local
energy production and land stewardship.

Recognizing its regional and local significance fo the biophysi-
cal and social landscape, Davy Lands wishes to protect the
ecological integrity of Nose Creek. To accomplish this geal,
the community will protect the ecclogically sensitive area of
MNese Creek including riparian zones while promoting the
creek as a nalural amenity for residents to enjoy.

www flickr.com
Community Facilities and Schools
The main goal of Davy Lands is fo provide the
recreational and educational faciliies required
and desired for the residents of the communi-
ty. Al the same time, available land should be
used as efficiently as possible in order lo sup-
pont the enhancement of Airdrie's existing
. ﬁ"ﬁﬁ- open spaces system, To meet this goal,
A = schools and community centers will occupy
- % the same area to form a community campus.,
4 Allowing joint land use for complementary fa-
cilities fosters a sanse of community while
also maximizing land use. Establishment of
neighborhood nodes is important to develop-
ing a sense of community within each nesgh
www flickr.com wrhood, as well as the entire community,

REAL Planning Solutions
Rod Loring
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Prairie Sikkies
Creekside Suburban Living
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

Regional Analysis

To assist in the planning process,
demographic and economic infor-
mation is required to ensure sound
decision-making. Population com-
position, how it changes with time
and income levels help determine
demand for housing, facilities and
services. Growth and housing
market trends are particularly
useful for developers in determin-
ing housing mix.

According to the 2007 Airdrie Civic
Census, batween 2006 to 2007
population growth rate of change
was +8,53%, a net change of 2477
people,

Tbia- Popuislion gesih J008-3007 (hirdrs Carmas 3007
(ELLLH

I l':::-Loi-""_'l S

;.'E-.-e.!m_ A
LT3 L
Thamnqaanurmgahﬁrdﬁuh
30-24, with 95% of the population B
being under the age of 65 years, A
This indicates that the city has a Eeee |

B

young population. T .
Table; Housing breakdown in
Airdrie, 2007

Sy ft | b of e | Parcwer o
=

ThuAlﬂ'!nE‘.‘lthn{iDW‘jprmidua broad policy framework for
future land uses for all areas of the City, as well as the design and
provision of municipal and other services. An important thame of
the plan is growth management. The following is a summary of Plan
policies and direction for new developments, which have implica-
tions on Davy Lands.

1 “'ﬂ —
dezmworg s b Cogey P B st mn of Vo 220 70 meirge
e pun o b e T TR

MNew Developments:

-Shall be evaluated with the goal of encouraging energy efficiency, resource conservation and sustainability,
-Shall be encouraged to provide access o technology and telecommunication infrastructure necassary to
serve home based businesses

-Shall have energy efficient design and construction

-Should provide options for innovative residential mmmmm accommodate secondary suites and
other housing altematives

-Shall provide linear parkway systems, mmmmmﬂmmmwm
Open space areas such as Nose Creek to the rest of the community

-Are not parmitted to create direct runoff into Nose Cresk

-Shall install storm water retention facilites as a means of preventing direct drainage to watercourses
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T.amd Use Concept

A Larid far develapment Azres

1. Tots| Land Arey [SEres) 480 m = =

e Prairie Skies
3 Total grmss dipaoeop atse lands 430

4 Utities 5% 15 - - -

. Muricipal resarve 3L 10% Creckside Suburban Living
6. Laind Tior Wcdfisd Gl {28 ) 02 3

7 Lard fior Refail Deapinpesent (04 FAR) | 11

B MEt Do pab e Land 2h2 18 Prﬂfessor Sa Sha Tsen I{Dva

Housing Land-Use Breakdown by Typology

Density and Population
percentage acres upa  units  total population sersed

1 Average Gmss density (UPA) 35 aparment 4 storey 10% 25216 40 1009 1715
aparimeent |erw-rige 6% 12 608 25 315 536

2. Tots| Urits 4138 multifamily livefwork 5% 12.608 20 252 S04

J Hiduseroid See & mmiiftifarmaly couftyard townhouses 20% 50.432 18 S08 1816

4. Poputaon Projec bon 61 multifamily quatiroplex 10% 25216 15 378 756

5. Feetail per person OOD0CES . g rmall single sermidetachaed 30 ot 20% 50432 11 585 1553

b Tom et 4312 gmall single  detached 30 ot 15%  37.824 11 416 1581
miedium single detaiched 40 lat 15% 37.624 8 303 1180

Summary

Giceas Derisiy 96

higt Density 15,77

= 4135 9611

School demands

Accordingly with the joint use of the site, a minimal amount

numbsr of school aged chideen AMBTT - op ) icinal reserve will be used for the schoal site in

b o b kot %1 i community. The addtion of a community centre wil
elementary 4asy 8ct as a central hub for activities for the school as well
jumsar high iy 8s for members of the community who would not normally
slementary schoots nesded 13  use the school facility
juneze high schools needed 057

Principles

The goals in the creation of this new community was not only 1o develop a complete community
that would encourage a sense of community but alse to integrate it visually, and within the current
sel of values held by the city of Airdnie. It takes into consideration communities on the

boundary of this development, the need for more compact development, as well as the polential
demands of the market in this area.
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HHoupnsings:

Prairie Slkkies

Creeclkside Suburban Living
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

Placement of housing types will be
complementary to surrounding seﬂmg
and land-use.

www.f&blamarch.m www.downtownsiadium.org

LiveMWork units will be placed on the main street area, opposite to the
community retail to create a diversity of commercial and residential

L 1| [af omy oo | =1 | | Jmiuinin] r

spaces and a unique looking community,
Affordability
Provide housing for all leveds of income lo promate a diversity of residents.

Policy

(1) To provide 15% of the projected

population with affordable rental housing

(based on Vancouver's policy as a

precedent).

(2) Granny units will be zoped into all small
and medium single detached residential units.
(3) 37% of all apartment style units should be
affardable (recommended that the City of
Adrdrie be involved in ownership).

www,cyburbia.org
Back garages will increase visibility to the street and interaction with neighbours;

i Yy Ty [l D 1
Aot [ W | )
[ Lomram - [
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i ey et it

Goal: Prairie Skies Community Plan will strive to foster an inclusionary, more compact community by providing
affordable housing and a diversity of housing options.

The projected density of the Community area is 11.31 units per acre. This density is higher than the current
goal of 5.5 to 9 units per acre in the City of Airdrie (Airdrie City Plan 2003), however, it has bean shown that
denser urban areas are more vital and have higher use if trees and other plants than lower density areas

This density will be achieved through a variety of housing options providing for a diverse community, in
accordance with Airdrie's desire o provide “housing developments that provide a range of lifestyle and work
alternatives” (Airdnie City Plan 2003}

Diversity

Prairie Skies will offer a range of
heusing types throughout the
community.

Policies

{1} Both neighbourhocds will
consist of a combination of housing
types fo promote diversity
throughout the community.

{2) Housing design will be visually
diverse throughout the community
{3) The following are suggesied

housi ies: )

s i REAL Planning Solutions

H. Low- gl I

B hoomcifss masitmiod R{:E-d Loring

e Goutyart purkoise Erin Stapleton - N it @
vi. Small single semi-detached Nt d
wii, Sl:all sir?gle!’:elachsd Alex Rowse m” s

wiii. Medium single detached
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Commercial Zones

Prairie Slkkies

Creckside Suburban Living:
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

Small-scale Commercial Development

Both the mixed-use centra and commercial

neighbourhood nodes will ba small in

) scale to support as much local commercial
= activity s possible,

Policies
{1) Prigrity will be given o local
independent business over large-scale
commercial “big-box” retail

The crange zone is designated mixed use with Mixed-Use Developrment
an emphasis on Live/Work units to develop a more Prairie Skies will p::.'-'ida RNl ATk

diverse and vibrant main streel area where residents can live, work, play and shop..

:.ZZ!'

Palicies

{1) Zone for mixed-use development in the

commaerncial areas (east community commercial

area and west neighbourhood commercial areas).

{2) The neighbourhood mixed-usa developments

will be located on what is presently Range Road 12

as well as on Range Road 13,

(3) The community mixed-use centre will be located

on Prainie Skies Boulevard.

{3) Uses for the community mixed-use centre may
Inchude: retail, non-retail, office space, restaurants,
cafes, grocery store or market, and community services.
{4) Uses for neighbourhood mixed-use centres may
include: retail, non-retail, office space, small restaurants
cafes and residential units.

1]
!

1 Al EEm OB

Goal: To provide an economically viable mixed-use area centrally located, with accesssble local neighborhood commercial areas.,

The Prairie Skies Community is primanly residential; however, with a projected population of 9611 pecple it is reasonable to provide diverse
commercial activity within the community (Barton, Grant and Guise 2003). The majority of commercial activity will be provided in the
community node, along Prairie Skies Boulevard. The remainder will be located in the west neighbourhood node. ARl residents will have access
ta commercial areas within 400-800 meters.

Mixed-use development reinforces the viability of centres, and establishing vanous usaes provides multiple reasons for people to go and stay in
the centre, as well as gives residenis the bapefit of being able to walk a short distance to get groceries or household items or see a movie.
In addition, mixed-use development provides the opportunity for individuals to live and work in closer proximity (Barton, Granl and Guise 2003),

T
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Opren Spaces

Prairie Slkies

Creckside Suburban Living

Professor Sasha Tsenkova
Prairie Skies Parks and Pathway systam
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gion of the open spaces system already in existence
d mlmg paths as well as connect the open spaces

Current pathway system
from www.airdrie.ca

Parks &.ﬁal.hwaya s

www flickr.com

The pathway system acts as a connection between the east and west sides of the
community withoul having to build a vehicle bridge over the profected area around the creek.
It is important that this area be usable by residents so it s accessible by foot or bicycle to
appraach, cross and travel beside in order to enjoy it without compromising its health and
encouraging flourishing biodiversity,

www. flickr.com
Gpanspamm_dlumimdﬁ‘,rmhghmﬂghndmmma.
municipal resense after accounting for [and area needed for the schools
and community centre, These areas wefe disparsed H'lrnugn the normmhr
around residential areas and
areas considered important for B

future preservation.

The pathway connects from the
school campus site through the
historical barn feature in the centre
of the community. This feature is a : ww flicke com

recychad bullding from the original Davy Lands

site which calebrates the history of the area as well as creates a monument which
mﬁg&m a sense of community and belanging in the new residents of
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EEnwvironmnimmemnt
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Prairie Sikkies

Creekside Suburban Living
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

L]
‘¢' Map of open spaces, creek with environmental reserve and
opne space surrounding as well as storm water retention ponds

Environment

Goal: To promote environmental responsibility
and to protect the ecological integrity of

Mase Creek.

Objectives

Water: To implement water quality and
cansarvalion measures.

Storm water. To implemant storm water best
management practices to maintain watershed
and human health.

Land stewardship: Davy Lands encourages
residents to be stewards of the land, including
celebrating historical use of the land,
maintaining natural topography and
understanding the ecclogical and recreational
impaortance of Mose Creek riparian zones,

All images retrieved I’ﬁd:r.
¢ . showing possible funclions of the riparean
REAL Planning Solutions areas around Nose Creek and the storm
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EEnvirronimment

Prairie Sikkties

Creekside Suburban Living
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

. Environment
£ Davy Lands sirives to be an environmental responsible
community. To meet this goal, the community has
multiple objectives, including water quality and
consarvation measures, storm waler best managemant
practices, waste reduction and recycling programs,
cammunity energy-saving initiatives, local energy
Areas taken into consideration for  preduction and land stewardship.

Environmental Palicy:
Recognizing its regional and local significance 1o the

1. Water biophysical and social landscape, Davy Lands wishes
Storm Water, retention ponds 10 protect the ecological integrity of Nose Creek,

2. Waste To accomplish this goal, the community will protect the
Conservation, recycling ecologically sensitive area of Nose Creek including

3. Land Stewardship riparian zones while promaoting the creek as a natural
Presarvation, urban agriculture amenity for residents to enjoy,

4 Mosae Creek

Riparian areas. set-backs
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;‘.,‘ This map shows all enviranmental reserve, retention ponds and open spaces
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"Transportation

Prairie Slkkies

Creeclkside Suburban Living
Professor Sasha Tsenkova

Pedestrian Friendly

Prairie Skies will be a pedestrian

friendly community, where

residential units, commercial H
nodes, open space and community -¢-
facilities are within walking distance

This map shows the walkability
standard is met in this community

R aharmme
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Goal: To provide a transportation system that is pedestrian friendly, transit- oriented, enhances the existing trail
network and is connected to the present and futwre regional road network.

L

i

3

s W globolexchange com SE
Transit Oriented Development
To facilitate a future transit system, this community will be transit-oriented.

Policies
(1) All development will accommodate and encourage future public Airdrie’s current public
transit usage, transportation route

{2} Parking accommodationfacilties will be minimized in commercial
areas/community and neighbourhood nodes in order to promote
transit and pedestrian usel/access.

{3) Transit stops shall be no more than 400 meters walking distance
from residences

{4) Highest density development will be zoned along transit routes.

Alternative Forms of Transportation
Alternate forms of transportation will be encouraged, including walking,
cycling. car-sharing, roflerblading, skateboarding etcetera.

Efficient Road Notwork

Provide adequate road infrastructure to maximize connectivity betwesen

neighbourhoods and within community, while minimizing the role of -

the automobile. i
wwew.cs. thu edu
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Trban Desisxa

Prairie Slkkies

Creckside Suburban Living;

B Uetan Dusion Professor Sasha Tsenkova

e. Goal To create a sense of place through traditicnal design style and historical preservation while also incorporat-
ing newer design concepts for a universally appealing esthetic,

@t Objectives
§  Community identity — To Incorporate traditional western prairie style and color palette and use the former bam as
e an historical landrmark.

Universal - To make the community a place to be enjoyed by all, with accessible entrances, safe street crossings
and wide sidewalks

Pedestrian-friendly streetscapes— To create streets that cater to the pedestrian, with treed boulevards, pedestri-
an-scale buildings, small setbacks, unobstructed views, grid networks and separation of vehicular and pedestrian
traffic.

Green = To create a green community full of natural plant life, including xeriscaping. greenways and open
Spaces.

Mew Urbanism = To implement elemants of new urbanism, including
back lanes, rear garages and front porches.
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